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1 Introduction 

1.1 The WEEE Directive 

 

The WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC1 is one of the waste stream-related EU “Prevention, Recycling and 

Recovery Directives”. Its scope comprises Electrical and electronic equipment (EEE) which is defined 

as “equipment dependent on electric currents or electromagnetic fields in order to work properly 

and equipment for the generation, transfer and measurement of such currents and fields falling 

under the categories set out in Annex IA and designed for use with a voltage below 1000 volt 

alternative current and 1500 volt direct current”. The Directive features the following key elements: 

 

 WASTE REDUCTION 

The WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC prescribes in Article 4 that Member States shall encourage the 

design and production of electrical and electronic equipment which take into account and facilitate 

dismantling and recovery, in particular the reuse and recycling of WEEE, their components and 

materials.  

 

 SEPARATE COLLECTION, RECYCLING AND RECOVERY TARGETS 

Member States shall adopt appropriate measures in order to minimize the disposal of WEEE as 

unsorted municipal waste and achieve a high level of separate collection of WEEE. Following the 

Directive, Member States are required to create systems allowing final holders and distributors to 

return WEEE free of charge.  

The Directive prescribes four kilograms on average per inhabitant per year of WEEE from private 

households as a minimum rate of separate collection (Article 5 (5)) to be achieved by 31 December 

2006.  

Further, the Member States shall ensure that by 31 December 2006 producers meet the targets 

regarding recovery, reuse and recycling (Article 7 (2)), as presented in the Table 1 below. To note that 

some of the Member States which have acceded the EU in 2004/2007 have been granted transitional 

periods regarding these targets: the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania and Slovakia 

may extend the time limits referred to in Article 5(5) and Article 7(2) by 24 months, Slovenia by 12 

months. Cyprus, Malta and Poland have been granted temporary derogations from the targets 

referred to in Article 5(5) and Article 7(2) by 24 months. Bulgaria and Romania have been granted 

derogations to attain the rates referred to in Article 5(5) and Article 7(2) by 31 December 2008.  

                                                 
1
 Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 January 2003 on waste electrical and electronic equipment 

(WEEE) (OJ L 37, 13.2.2003, p. 24), last amended by Directive 2008/112/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 16 December 2008 (OJ L 345, 23.12.2008, p. 68). In the following text refers to as “WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC” or simply 
the “WEEE Directive”. All Articles without further reference are those of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC. 
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Table 1: Overview of the targets regarding WEEE sent for treatment according to Article 7(2) of the WEEE Directive 
2002/96/EC 

The treatment shall at include at a 
minimum the removal of all fluids. The 
Directive provides in Article 7 specific 
recycling and recovery targets, which 
vary according to the specific categories 
of equipment.  

Rate of Reuse and 
Recycling  

(by an average weight 
per appliance)  

Rate of Recovery  

(by an average weight 
per appliance) 

Electronic waste stream 

Large Household Appliances  75%  80%  

Automatic Dispensers  75%  80%  

IT and telecommunications equipment  65%  75%  

Consumer Equipment  65%  75%  

Small household appliances  70%  50%  

Lighting Equipment  70%  50%  

Electrical and Electronic tools (with the 
exception of large-scale stationary 
industrial tools)  

70%  50%  

Toys, leisure 70% 50% 

Monitoring and control instruments  70% 50% 

Gas discharge lamps  80%  

 

 TREATMENT 

The WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC lays down treatment requirements in Annex II for specific materials 

and components of WEEE and requirements for the treatment and storage sites in Annex III, in order 

to guarantee environmentally sound treatment of the separately collected WEEE.  

 

 PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY 

The principle of producer responsibility is a core mechanism introduced in the Directive. Whereas the 

Directive is addressed to Member States, it is to a large extent producers or third parties acting on 

their behalf who are responsible for the financing of the collection, treatment, recovery and 

environmental disposal. They have a responsibility for the labelling, the organisation of the collection 

and waste management and providing of information. 

 

In December 2008, the European Commission proposed to revise the WEEE Directive. The procedure 

is as the time of elaboration of this report not finalised, and the substance of provisions which are 

subject of Member States’ reports in the relevant reporting period (see below chapter 1.2) is not 

affected by this proposal.  
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1.2 Remarks about this report 

This report is a synopsis of national implementation reports in the form of responses by Member 

States to the questionnaire (contained in the Annex to Commission Decision 2004/249/EC) covering 

the period 2007-2009. All 27 Member States have provided their national implementation report. 

The total number of respondents is 29, as Belgium has provided three separate reports from its three 

administrative regions. The synopsis summarizes these responses article per article and country per 

country and in general tries to observe a limit of 100 words per response. In general, the reports are 

very thorough, however the level of information provided differ between respondents. For practical 

reasons, the report does not differentiate between direct quotes from the Member States’ responses 

and re-phrased or shortened passages. All due care has been taken in completing this synopsis. 

However, please mind that the original responses from the Member States constitute the only 

“authentic” document as submitted by the Member States. 
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2 Incorporation into national law 

 

2.1 National laws 

 

All reporting Members States have answered affirmatively and provided details on the 

implementation of WEEE Directive into their national laws and regulations.  

 

The following details provide more Member States’ specific information related to the transposition 

of the WEEE Directive.  

 

Austria refers to full implementation of the WEEE Directive via WEEE Ordinance (EAG-VO) BGBl. II Nr 

121/2005 and the 2004 amendment of the Waste Management Law (AWG-Novelle-2004), BGBl I 

155/2004. Additionally, following acts are relevant: 

1) Waste Treatment Obligations Law Gazette II No. 459/2004 of the Federal Ministry for Agriculture, 

Forestry, the Environment and Water Management laying down minimum requirements for the 

collection, storage and treatment of WEEE  

2) Regulation of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Environment and Water Resources 

amending the Waste Treatment Obligations  

3) Amendment of the WEEE Ordinance (EAG-VO-2006 amendment), Federal Law Gazette II No. 

183/2006 

4) Amendment of the WEEE Ordinance (EAG-VO-2007 amendment) 

5) Amendment of the WEEE Ordinance (EAG-VO-2008 amendment) 

 

Belgium (Brussels) refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

Belgium (Flanders) reports to have implemented the WEEE Directive via the ‘Order of the Flemish 

Government for the establishment of the Flemish regulations relating to waste prevention and 

management’ (5 December 2003). Chapter 3 of this Order deals with the take-back obligation, 

including the take-back obligation of WEEE. Certain provisions of the WEEE Directive regarding 

treatment are implemented via the ‘Order of the Flemish Government concerning General and 

Sectorial provisions relating to Environmental Safety’. 

 

Belgium (Wallonia) reports to have implemented a Walloon Decree of 25 April 2002 relating to take-

back obligation, modified by the Walloon Decree of March 10th 2005 and Walloon Decree of March 

10th 2005 relating to treatment plants.  

 

In Bulgaria, the requirements of WEEE Directive were transposed through the Regulation related to 

the placing of EEE on the market and to the treatment and transport of WEEE. 
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Czech Republic provided the Commission with the latest amendments of the Decree No. 

352/2005 Coll. on WEEE in May 2010. 

 

Cyprus: The WEEE Directive as well as the Directive 2002/95/EC have been enforced in Cyprus 

national law though the Solid and Hazardous Waste Regulations of the year 2004.  

 

In Denmark, the WEEE Directive has been implemented by the means of the following acts: 

1) Act No 879 of 26 June 2010 amending the Environmental Protection Act 

2) Order No 362 of 6 April 2010 on the sale of electrical and electronic equipment and the 

management of waste electrical and electronic equipment (the Order on Electronic Waste). 

 

In Estonia, the following documents were relevant:  

1) Waste Act; 

2) Regulation No. 65 "Requirements and Procedure for Marking Electrical and Electronic Equipment, 

Requirements, Procedure and Targets for Collection, Return to Producers and Recovery or Disposal 

of Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment, and Time Limits for Reaching Targets" (replaces 

Regulation No. 376, 24.12.2004); 

3) Regulation No. 135 "Statutes of Register of Products of Concern" (replaces Regulation No. 28, 

28.01.2006); 

4) Regulation of Minister of Environment No. 9 "Requirements for Treatment of Waste Electrical and 

Electronic Equipment" 

5) Regulation of Minister of Environment No. 21 „Requirements and Procedure for Marking Electrical 

and Electronic Equipment“  

 

In Finland, the WEEE Directive has been implemented through the following legal acts:  

1) Amendment of the Waste Act (452/2004), notified by MNE (2004) 59296, and the  

2) Government Decree on Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (852/2004), notified by an 

announcement on 21st September 2004 with amendments 277/2008 (Waste Act) notified by MNE 

(2008/53732) and 423/2008 (Decree) notified by MNE (2008/53800) and 1793/2009 notified 

15.1.2010 related mainly to implementation of directive 2006/66/EC. 

 

In France, the WEEE Directive has been transposed by Decree No. 2005-829, 20.07.2005 on the 

composition of electrical and electronic equipment and disposal of waste from this equipment. Also 

other relevant acts are listed in the national implementation report.  

 

In Germany, implementation of the WEEE Directive was achieved by the Act governing the sale, 

return and environmentally sound disposal of EEE (Electronic and Electronic Equipment Act – 
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ElektroG). This Act was amended through the Article 14 of the Act to simplify the Waste 

Management Monitoring and by the Article 2 of the Act for new regulation of product responsibility 

for batteries and accumulators. The last amendment was with the Article 5 of the Act considering 

implementation of the environmental law and requirements of 11 August 2010. 

 

Greece refers to the same information as one provided in the previous reporting period of 2004-

2006, namely Presidential Decree No 117 on alternative management of WEEE and its amendment 

through Presidential Decree No 15.  

 

Hungary notified the Commission of Governmental decree No. 264/2004 on WEEE, Ministerial 

decree No. 15/2004 on WEEE, and Governmental decree No. 271/2001 on Waste Fines. Additional 

notification concerned an amendment of Governmental Decree No. 264/2004. 

 

Ireland submitted to the Commission on 6 July 2005 regulations considering implementation of the 

WEEE Directive:  

1) The Waste Management (Electrical and Electronic Equipment) Regulations (S.I. No. 290 of 2005), 

and 

2) Waste Management (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) Regulations (S.I. No. 340 of 

2005). 

 

Italy states that the information on implementation of WEEE Directive into the national law was 

provided in the 2004-2006 report. The Italian Government adopted the Ministerial Decree of 12 May 

2009 on the financing of the management of waste from light fixtures, which also was notified to the 

Commission. 

 

Latvia refers to the notification system for national implementation measures.  

 

Lithuania lists in the national implementation report a number of national laws and regulations 

transposing and implementing the WEEE Directive.  

 

In Luxembourg, Grand Ducal Regulation of 18 January 2005 on waste electrical and electronic 

equipment and restricting the use of certain hazardous components thereof was notified to the 

Commission. This Regulation was subsequently amended by the Grand Ducal Regulation of 23 

December 2005, the Grand Ducal Regulation of 24 July 2006, the Grand Ducal Regulation of 17 July 

2008, the Grand Ducal Regulation of 27 January 2010 and the Grand Ducal Regulation of 9 May 2010. 

 

Malta states that the Commission has been notified that the WEEE Directive has been transposed 

through the Waste Management (Electrical and Electronic Equipment) Regulations (LN63/07) on 23 

March 2007 and came into force that same day. 
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In Netherlands, for implementation of a WEEE Directive, a Decree on the management of electrical 

and electronic equipment and a Regulation on the management of electrical and electronic 

equipment have been drawn up.  

 

Poland has notified the national legislation including the Act of 29 July 2005 on waste electrical and 

electronic equipment to the European Commission. 

 

Portugal reports that the information was provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006.  

 

Romania transposed the WEEE Directive by the Government Decision (GD) No 448/2005 (OJ No 

491/10.06.2005), as amended by GD No 1518/2009 (OJ No 866/11.12.2009). Additionally, four 

approved legal documents are listed in the national implementation report.  

 

Slovakia informs that during reporting period the relevant legislative acts which were listed in the 

report for previous period 2004-2006 were amended four times, of which the Commission has been 

notified.  

 

Slovenia states that the Commission has been informs of the relevant national provisions in 2004, 

and 2005 respectively, and that with relevance for the current reporting period, the Commission has 

also been notified of relevant amendments in 2007. 

 

In Spain, the Directive was transposed by Royal Decree No. 208/2005 of 25 February 2005 on 

electrical and electronic equipment and the management of their waste products.  

 

Sweden has transposed the WEEE Directive via the Ordinance (2005:209) on Producer Responsibility 

for Electrical and Electronic Equipment, the Ordinance (2001:1063) on Waste, and the Ordinance 

(1998:900) on Supervision under the Environmental Code and Environmental Code. The details on 

corresponding provisions in Swedish legislation related to the relevant articles in the WEEE Directive 

can be found in the original report.  

 

In United Kingdom, the WEEE Directive has been transposed into the national law via Waste 

Electrical and Electronic Equipment Regulations 2006 (S.I. 2006/3289; 2007/3454; 2009/2957; 

2010/1155). 

 

Résumé: All reporting Member States have affirmatively responded with regard to the 

transposition of the provisions of the WEEE Directive into their national laws. Considering the 

reporting on the national acts, Member States usually list all legal acts implemented for the 

transposition of the WEEE Directive. No major change can be reports in comparison with the 
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previous reporting period 2004-2006 aside from amendments of national laws. Latvia gave rather 

unclear answer by referring to the notification system for national implementation measures. 

Cyprus has passed the legal acts transposing the WEEE Directive, which is the major difference in 

comparison to the previous reporting period.  

 

 

2.2 Agreements between competent authorities and the economic 

sector 

 

 

According to Article 17(3) of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC, Member States may transpose the 

provisions set out in Article 6(6), 10(1) and 11 by means of agreements between the competent 

authorities and the economic sector concerned.  

 

 

In total 21 respondents provided negative answers. Only eight have confirmed to use agreements 

between the competent authorities and the economic sector concerned. Thus, only a minority of 

Member States use those agreements. The table below provides the overview of the application of 

agreements according to the Article 17(3) in Member States.  

 

Table 2: Overview of agreements between competent authorities and economic sector concerned in 
Member States 

Application of agreements according the Article 17(3) of the WEEE 

Yes No 

Belgium (Brussels) Austria 

Belgium (Flanders) Bulgaria 

Belgium (Wallonia) Czech Republic 

Cyprus Germany 

Luxembourg Greece 

Malta Denmark 

Portugal Estonia 

United Kingdom Spain 

 Finland 

 France 
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 Hungary 

 Ireland 

 Italy 

 Latvia 

 Lithuania 

 Netherland 

 Poland 

 Romania 

 Sweden 

 Slovenia 

 Slovakia 

 

The following details provide information on the agreements between the competent authorities and 

the economic sectors in the eight Member States, which responded confirmatively. 

 

Belgium (Brussels) states that an environmental policy agreement between competent authorities 

and the economic sector concerned existed from March 2001 until March 2006. A long period of 

negotiations for a successor of this agreement has started in August 2004. A new agreement has 

been concluded, apparently shortly before the date of submission of the national implementation 

report (which was in July 2011). This agreement has to go through a legal procedure for approval, 

starting with a public inquiry. The new agreement applies to all EEE as set out in Annex IA, from 

private households as well as from professional users. 

 

Belgium (Flanders) reports a new environmental policy agreement was signed on 23 March 2009. 

Pending an agreement, the Flemish competent minister signed on 8 June 2006 a gentleman's 

agreement towards the economic sector concerned whereby the provisions of the former 

environmental policy agreement are maintained, and the provisions from Annex II to the Directive 

are explicitly stated. The new agreement applies to all electric and electronic equipment as set out in 

Annex IA, from private households as well as from professional use. Only for gas discharge lamps and 

medical/laboratory equipment specific collection and treatment activities are agreed, which are 

added as annex to the environmental policy agreement. 

 

Belgium (Wallonia) reports that an environmental agreement has been concluded on 19 February 

2001 between the regional authorities and the industrial sectors. It has ended on 19 February 2006. 

A long period of negotiation started on August 2004, in order to renew it. A new agreement has been 

concluded on 20 May 2010. It is valid for a period of two years in Wallonia. 
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Cyprus states to have approved temporary collective schemes, including about 300 producers (i.e. 

importers) obliged among other things, to inform end users (by the means of print and multimedia, 

as well as public campaigns) about the provision of the Article 10(1) of the WEEE Directive 

2002/96/EC. Concerning the Article 11, specific terms are set down in WEEE treatment permits in 

order to ensure that WEEE are separately collected and treated in an environmentally sound way. 

Additionally, these facilities are obliged to recycling, reuse and recovery targets. 

 

In Luxembourg, Article 10(1) of the Directive is transposed into national law in Article 12(1) of the 

Grand-Ducal Regulation of 18 January 2005. Article 11 of the Directive was transposed into national 

law in Article 13 of the Grand-Ducal Regulation of 18 January 2005, however it is not subject to the 

environmental agreements. Article 15 of the environmental agreement states, that the Ministry of 

the Environment, the local authorities, the local authority associations and the non-profit 

organisation ECOTREL, shall collaborate to supply households with the information required pursuant 

to Article 12(1) of the Regulation. Article 6 (6) of the Directive is set at national level in the context of 

sustainable development policy (pillar environmental, social and economic) infrastructure business, 

craft and trade, where the Government of Luxembourg will promote the system EMAS in the Grand 

Duchy of Luxembourg. 

 

Malta transposed the provisions of the Article 17(3) through Regulation 19 of the Waste 

Management (Electrical and Electronic Equipment) Regulation (LN63/07).  

 

Portugal refers to the information provided in the report of the 2004-2006 period.  

 

In the UK under the Regulation No. 70, the Secretary of State has appointed the Environment 

Agencies as the enforcement authorities in relation to producer obligations. The Vehicle Certification 

Agency (VCA), is the enforcement body for EEE distributor obligations and producer obligations 

relating to the marking of product. Distributors are obliged to provide householders with information 

on the options available for the free return of WEEE and on the environmental benefits resulting 

from its separate collection. Operators are required to treat WEEE according to the Guidance on Best 

Available Treatment, Recovery and Recycling Techniques (BATRRT) and Treatment of WEEE published 

by competent national authorities.  

 

Résumé: Under Article 17(3) of WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC, Member States may conclude 

voluntary agreements in order to transpose the provisions set out in Article 6(6), 10(1) and 11. 

Only a minority of Member States have reports to use the corresponding measures and report on 

the way they are enforced. No major change can be identified in comparison to the previous 

reporting period of 2004-2006.  
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3 Implementation of the WEEE Directive 

3.1 Product design (Article 4) 

 

Article 4 of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC calls upon the Member States to encourage the design 

and production of EEE which take into account and facilitate dismantling and recovery, in particular 

the reuse and recycling of WEEE, their components and materials. MS shall take appropriate 

measures so that producers do not prevent, through specific design features or manufacturing 

processes, WEEE from being reused, unless such specific design features or manufacturing processes 

present overriding advantages, for example with regard to the protection of the environment 

and/or safety requirements. 

 

Only seven out of 29 respondents have provided negative answers concerning the measures related 

to the product designed, as specified in the table below.  

 

Table 3: Overview of the implementation of measures pursuant to Article 4 in the Member States 

Have the measures pursuant to Article 4 concerning product design been implemented? 

Yes No 

Austria Belgium (Brussels) 

Bulgaria Belgium (Flanders) 

Czech Republic Belgium (Wallonia) 

Denmark Cyprus 

Estonia Greece 

Finland Italy 

France Sweden 

Hungary  

Germany  

Ireland  

Latvia  

Lithuania  

Luxembourg  

Malta  

Netherlands  
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Poland  

Portugal  

Romania  

Slovakia  

Slovenia  

Spain  

United Kingdom  

 

 

3.1.1 Approaches to product design (measures implemented) 

 

Austria reports that manufacturers may not prevent EEE from being reused through specific design 

features or manufacturing processes, except in the case the benefits outweigh such specific design 

features or manufacturing processes, for example, with regard to the environmental protection or 

safety. 

 

In Bulgaria, Article 6 of national Regulation introduces obligations for the producers of EEE and 

producers of materials and components for EEE to take measures at the design and production 

stages to facilitate pre-treatment and recovery, and in particular the re-use and recycling, of WEEE 

and its materials and components. Furthermore, under Article 48 of national Regulation, recovery 

organisations, producers and importers fulfilling their obligations individually report on the measures 

they have taken in the previous calendar year to facilitate the pre-treatment, recovery, re-use and 

recycling of WEEE and its components and materials. 

 

In the Czech Republic, the Act No. 185/2001 Coll. on Waste design obliges the producers to produce 

EEE to facilitate dismantling and recovery, in particular the reuse and recycling of WEEE, their 

components and materials in accordance with legislation related to protection of environment and 

public health. Additionally, the producers shall follow the rules for eco-design in accordance with Act 

No. 406/2000 Coll. and implement measures directly at source to minimise negative effects to the 

environment in accordance with § 17(1) of Act No. 17/1992 Coll. on the environment. 

 

In Denmark, the Ministry of the Environment, with its Cleaner Products Programme, has been 

making a special effort to promote the development of cleaner products in a life-cycle perspective. In 

the electronics sector, various instruments are used in connection with the development, sale and 

use of environmentally sound products such as a design guide for the environmentally sound 

electronic products, life-cycle assessments and a guideline for the mapping of environmental 

requirements. Additionally, the Ministry of the Environment has initiated several projects in recent 
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years to promote the incentive to integrate environmental aspects into the design of EEE products. It 

is intended, that findings from these projects should be used to consider new legislative initiatives. 

 

Estonia states that measures shall be taken in any activity, as far as possible, to design, plan, 

manufacture and import products which are, above all, durable and reusable and which after they 

are removed from use produce waste which is recoverable to the highest possible extent. Such 

measures are provided in Waste Act § 21 (2) 2) and § 24 (3). The requirements for environmentally 

sound handling of waste resulting from products, especially the requirements for waste recovery 

shall be taken into account already in planning for and designing new products. 

 

Finland refers to the Information provided in earlier implementation report. 

 

France refers to the EEE design which facilitate dismantling and recovery as well as that the recovery 

and the reuse of waste electrical and electronic equipment is prefers to their destruction. Collective 

bodies have to provide their members a differentiated scale of contributions based on criteria 

related to eco-design of equipment. They aim to reward the efforts made by producers from the 

design phase to consider the environmental impacts.  

 

Germany reports on legal requirements of the ElektroG for municipalities, distributors and 

manufacturers to carry out the collection / acquisition of the EEE in way that the later reuse, 

disassembly and recycling, particularly recycling, is not impeded. Additionally, a public award for best 

actors has been conferred until April 2008.  

 

Hungary refers to the measures already reports in the previous implementation reports, alike:  

- Manufacturers have changed manufacturing processes in order to use replaceable parts to prevent 

whole equipment becoming waste. 

- In some cases, modified designs make possible reusing of dismantled parts during the repairing 

processes. 

Producers are obliged to yearly report on the measures implemented.  

 

Ireland reports on prohibition on preventing the WEEE from being reused through specific design 

features or design processes, unless in the case of overriding advantages (e.g. health and safety). 

Additionally, it should be ensured that the design of EEE takes into account dismantling and recovery, 

in particular the reuse and recycling of WEEE together with all the components and materials 

contained therein. 

 

Latvia states that EEE manufacturers are to develop products, which support recovery, reuse and 

recycling of materials and components thereof. Manufacturing methods that render the reuse of 
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WEEE may not be applied, except in cases where the use of such methods substantially improves the 

fulfilment of environmental protection or safety requirements. 

 

In the report of Lithuania, it is stated that environment-friendly design along with the reuse and/or 

recycling of WEEE and its components should be maximised. Producers and importers of new types 

of EEE shall provide information to waste management undertakings on its materials and 

components and potential reuse thereof. Producers and importers shall provide the information to 

the users on public rights and obligations to contribute to the reuse, recycling requirements for 

WEEE. However, it was states that Lithuanian producers of EEE seldom apply measures to improve 

the environmental properties of products but do so inconsistently, prompted only by economic 

considerations. 

 

Luxembourg states that environmental agreements can encourage the design and production of EEE, 

which are easy to dismantle, reuse and recycle. Producers must not hinder the reuse of such 

equipment using manufacturing processes or specific design specific, unless they have advantages for 

the protection of the environment or for safety requirements. In practice, no EEE of household type 

is manufactured in Luxembourg. 

 

Malta sets maximum concentration of certain substances in the EEE. An exemption from this rule is 

applicable in the case when elimination or substitution of certain substances is technically or 

scientifically impracticable, or where the negative environmental, health and/or consumer safety 

impacts caused by substitution are likely to outweigh the environmental, health and/or consumer 

safety benefits thereof.  

 

The Netherlands promote product design and innovation through activities such as knowledge 

networks, subsidies and cooperation. 

 

In Poland it is necessary, when manufacturing a product, without prejudice to its utility and the 

safety of users, to limit substances and techniques that impede the repair of the product. 

Additionally, this limitation refers to the dismantling the product with a view to removing used 

consumables for which a specific procedure is required under national Waste Act, and the use of 

parts of the product in another product or the utilisation thereof for other purposes following to the 

consumption of the product. 

 

Portugal recalls on the information provided in the previous report. It focuses on the obligation 

committed to the collective schemes to present and implement a WEEE reuse action plan, including 

whole appliances and its components.  

 

In Romania producers shall only put into production EEE which design takes into account dismantling 

and recovery of components and provides possibilities for the reuse and recycling of WEEE, their 
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components and materials. Additionally, the producers are prohibited from preventing, through 

specific design features or manufacturing processes, WEEE from being reused, unless such specific 

design features or manufacturing processes present overriding advantages with regard to the 

protection of the environment and/or safety requirements. 

 

Slovakia: Producer of EEE, with some exceptions, of are obliged to ensure that the EEE will be 

produced and designed so that the dismantling and recovery, especially re-use and recycling of WEEE 

is facilitated; the producer must not use specific construction elements or production technologies 

that could impede re-use of WEEE, unless such specific construction elements or manufacturing 

technologies provide overriding advantages in relation to the environmental protection or to the 

requirements for ensuring safety and health protection.  

 

Slovenia states that dismantling and recovery shall be taken into account in equipment design and 

production and shall be facilitated, in particular for the reuse and recycling of waste equipment, its 

components and materials. Additionally, producers may not prevent reuse through a specific design 

of equipment or manufacturing processes, unless such design or such processes present an 

overriding advantage (e.g. with regard to the protection of the environment and requirements 

concerning safe use of the equipment). 

 

In Spain most of the EEE is manufactured in other EU Member States or in third countries and is 

imported, and imported equipment has the design conditions based on Community measures in 

place in the countries of origin. Further, Royal Decree 208/2005 establishes following measures:  

(a) All equipment, bulbs and lamps for private households shall be designed ensuring not to 

contain lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium, polybrominated biphenyls or 

polybrominated diphenyl ethers 

(b) Equipment shall be designed to facilitate its dismantlement, repair and re-use and 

recycling.  

Likewise, public bodies are encouraging Spanish producers for designing EEE with lower energy and 

water consumption. 

 

The UK encourages producers to improve their designs to facilitate dismantling and recover and in 

particular the re-use and recycling of WEEE and it components and materials. WEEE should not be 

prevented from being re-used through design decisions or manufacturing processes, unless there are 

overriding advantages with regard to the protection of the environment or safety. 

 

Résumé: 22 respondents have confirmed to implement corresponding measures. The majority of 

Member States have used the wording of the requirements of Article 4 directly in their national 

laws. In the majority of cases, national laws are formulated to support producers to concentrate on 

designing products suitable for recovery/recycling, thus exhibiting the compliance with the 

requirements of Directive. Austria reports only on a ban to prevent the reuse of WEEE by specific 
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design features. A few Member States (such as Bulgaria and Hungary) require reporting from the 

producers (e.g. annually) on measures related to the re-use and recovery in EEE products. Lithuania 

requires that the information on re-use and recycling of WEEE are provided to the waste 

management undertakings and general public, whereas Germany conferred a special public award 

for the best actors. Further, Czech Republic stresses the tight link between WEEE and other 

environmentally related polices (e.g. eco-design). Poland has introduced the criterion of “product 

utility” to justify the use of substances and materials, as well as production techniques, which are 

not suitable for re-use or recovery operations. In conclusion, no considerable change can be 

reports in comparison to the 2004-2006 reporting period.  

 

3.1.2 Reasons for non implementation of measures pursuant to Article 4 

 

Belgium (Brussels) states that due to small economic scale in Belgium, it is difficult to make 

measures concerning product design, and a lot of attention is paid to the waste prevention, recycling 

and reuse. Additionally, it states that product design is a national jurisdiction requirement and not a 

regional one.  

 

Belgium (Flanders) refers to difficulties with the product design due to jurisdiction issues between 

regions in Belgium and small economic scale, and states that a lot of effort is invested in waste 

prevention, reuse and recycling. Additionally, it states that product design is a national jurisdiction 

and not a regional one.  

 

Belgium (Wallonia) reports that due to jurisdiction issues between the regions in Belgium and the 

specific small-scale economic, product design is not implemented.  

 

Cyprus states that there is no EEE manufacturing.  

 

Greece: No measures have been taken within the reference period 2007-2009 since in this period the 

adoption of such measures was under elaboration in the frames of transposition of eco-design 

Directive 2005/35/EC. 

 

Italy recalls the information provided in the previous reporting period, where it was states that those 

measures have not yet been adopted.  

 

In Sweden, the financial guarantee, which concerns household appliances only, indirectly seeks to 

encourage the production of equipment, which facilitates recovery. Guarantee levels should reflect, 

as far as possible, the actual conditions, so that producers able to demonstrate that the cost of 

disposal is lower for their products than for other products of the same type, should be obliged to 
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guarantee disposal only at such lower cost. This constitutes an incentive to produce equipment 

suitable for recovery. 

 

Résumé: Seven respondents in total have states not to apply measures pursuant to Article 4 of the 

WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC. However, reasons behind are different, starting from the lack of EEE 

manufacturing facilities (Cyprus), no adoption of such measures in national legislation (Italy, 

Greece). Sweden states not to implement such measures, even though financial guarantees 

indirectly encourage production of equipment suitable for recovery. All three regions in Belgium 

have recalls upon product design as a national requirement and not a regional one.  

 

 

3.1.3 Experiences with implementation of measures concerning product design 

 

Austria reports on the establishment of the repair networks (e.g. Repanet, www.repanet.at) aiming 

at creation of jobs in the area environmentally sound resource use and conservation. Moreover, a 

National Rule has been established on labelling of durable electrical appliances designed for easy 

repair: National Rule ONR 192102. That rule introduces a requirement for brown (e.g. TVs, video 

recorder) and white products (washing machine, refrigerators), which in the form of a new durability 

mark. A mark is awarded to brown and white goods in recognition of the efforts made by the 

manufacturer following the compliance with 39 criteria. Approximately half the criteria relate to 

design and operating instructions, and the other half to service. 

 

Belgium (Brussels) provides no information.  

 

Belgium (Flanders) states that a clear legal provision about product design would be welcome. On 

the other hand, there are some Flemish policy measures to promote ecodesign, but who are not laid 

down in legislation.  

 

Belgium (Wallonia) states that the opportunities are often offered through stimulating initiatives and 

project that are not laid down in legislation. 

 

In Bulgaria, most EEE placed on the market is imported from other EU Member States or countries 

outside the European Union. Bulgarian producers report that they are working continuously to 

develop their appliances and have already met the requirements set out in this article. Appliances 

produced in Bulgaria are constructed using elements imported from other countries, and the 

producers stipulate in their supply contracts that such parts must meet the requirements of the 

Directive.  
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Cyprus reports not to have significant experience on this issue and to have only recently one 

recycling company which dissembles small household WEEE. 

 

The Czech Republic states that a positive experience considers fulfilment of the Article 4 of WEEE 

Directive 2002/96/EC by the professional producers of EEE. Main producers of household appliances 

try to find environmentally sound solutions for easier dismantling and recovery by production and 

offer to consumer’s complex service in whole life cycle. Negative experience regards consumers’ 

preferences to the lower costs rather than to the ecologically sound design.  

 

Germany reports that the public awards system for the best-practice examples provides an initiative 

for all parties involved in the EEE manufacturing and trade, as well as draws users‘ attention to this 

aspect.  

 

Greece reports not to have much experience with this provision as Greek producers are mainly 

importers of finished appliances and assemblers of imported components from Member States or 

third countries.  

 

Denmark: Positive experience: Member States can undertake initiatives that can be adapted to the 

individual country's preventive effort in the area. Negative experience: The Directive is not specific 

with regard to the measures that might be seen as appropriate to ensure that producers do not 

prevent, through specific design features or manufacturing processes, the reuse of electrical and 

electronic equipment. 

 

Estonia: Most of Estonian producers are importers, since most EEE products are imported from other 

EU countries or from Asia, USA and other countries). Estonia has some smaller manufacturers of EEE, 

mainly manufacturing IT equipments for industry and universities and other research institutions. All 

imported or manufactured equipments must meet certain requirements and it is supervised by 

national environmental or technical surveillance authorities. 

 

Spain states that the implementation of these measures by the Member States would be further 

encouraged if they were first addressed at EU level, and if the Commission would include those 

measures in EU Regulations that implement eco-design Directive 2009/125/EC, which would enable 

them to be implemented at national level. 

 

Finland recalls on the information provided in the earlier implementation report.  

 

France: Positive experience: Contributions by producers to collective bodies responsible for the 

removal and treatment of WEEE is conducted initially on a trial basis for six families of consumer 

equipment (equipment for cooling, vacuum cleaners, mobile phones, computers, televisions and 
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lamps). A first evaluation of the effects will be conducted in 2012. Negative experiences: Many 

manufacturers of EEE are located outside the EU, and the measures taken by Member States to 

encourage eco-design of these products will have only limited effects influencing mainly importers. 

Thus other initiatives, such as an update of the existing eco-labels, also taking into account the 

environmental impacts associated with the end of life EEE, could be considered useful.  

 

In Hungary, the majority of producers under national law are not real manufacturers but rather just 

put products on the Hungarian market from third countries or from other Member States, and thus 

this provision does not apply to them. Since there are similar provisions in other document of EU 

legislation (such as ELV Directive) it would be more reasonable to put all those provisions into a 

separate piece of legislation. 

 

In Ireland, some producers have reports that they have improved product design on account of the 

need to minimise recycling costs and thereby increase profitability.  

 

Italy refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period.  

 

Latvia considers as positive that a consideration is already being given during the design and 

production phase on how waste generated can be re-used and recycled. 

 

Lithuanian legislation does not provide for any restrictions or prohibitions on the reuse of EEE which 

is suitable for reuse. Equipment that has been collected via waste collection systems may therefore 

be transferred to potential users for reuse. Most traders supplying EEE to the domestic market are 

importers (importing equipment onto the Lithuanian market) who are in principle not able to 

influence the design and production of the equipment. 

 

Luxembourg reports that since they are importing virtually all their electrical and electronic 

equipment, there is no experience to report.  

 

Malta states that so far it is difficult to assess whether measures taken pursuant to Article 4, 

concerning product design, lead or not to a real change in behaviour of producers of electrical and 

electronic equipment, recyclers, treatment operators, environmental organisations, and employee 

and consumer associations. 

 

The Netherlands states that the legislation does not provide an incentive to “design for recycling” 

because of producers' collective implementation of the legislation, which means that there are no 

incentives for individual producers. Collective implementation has the advantage of being highly 

efficient. The objective (design for recycling) is still endorsed, but is currently viewed within a 

broader framework, namely as part of eco-design. Environmental effects during the waste phase 
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often form only a small part of a product's overall environmental impact during its whole life cycle. 

The Netherlands wishes to achieve design for recycling through other, more effective means than the 

WEEE, such as the European rules on eco-design. 

 

Poland reports that no negative comments have been received in relation to the provisions of this 

Article. 

 

Portugal reports that only small percentage of EEE operators can influence the design of products, 

since the majority of operators are importers. However, a change toward EEE design supporting 

better recovery, re-use and recycling of WEEE has been noticed. The implementation of partnerships 

with NGOs can be highlighted (e.g. REEE Workshop, (RE) Create Programme). The need to make the 

re-use of EEE compatible with the protection provided by law (e.g. brand, design) is recalled as a 

negative point, as well as the problems the re-use sector is encountering with market trends (e.g. 

consumer attitudes, decrease in sale prices of new equipment). For these reasons, re-use is focused 

on social aims.  

 

Romania has a low level of EEE production; most EEE is imported from other countries within and 

outside the EU. Romania's biggest EEE producers – Electrolux and Arctic – both comply with the 

provisions of Directive 2002/96/EC. 

 

Sweden informs that there are two collection schemes. One collection scheme includes the fee for 

the financial guarantee in the fee charged at disposal (price per unit). The financial guarantee is 

managed by an insurance company and the amount of the fee is adjusted on a regular basis. The 

other collection scheme operates with a separate fixed annual fee, which is not linked to the 

producer's turnover, and thus there is hardly any correlation between fee and product design. 

 

Slovenia reports not to have detail experience on this matter. There is only one major Slovenian 

producer of EE equipment, namely Gorenje. In accordance with its own environmental policy and in 

view of its presence throughout the EU market this producer has already adapted product design to 

comply with Article 4 of the Directive. Since the transposition and implementation of the Directive, 

no comments on product design have been registered, pursuant to Article 4, either from producers 

or from WEEE processors. 

 

Slovakia states to have none experience concerning this article. 

 

United Kingdom reports that the corresponding requirements are implemented via administrative 

means, including business support activities, which are evaluated on a scheme by scheme basis. No 

full evaluation is yet available.  
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Résumé: A few Member States (e.g. Luxembourg, Romania, Slovenia, Lithuania, Hungary etc) 

consider to be less concerned with the requirements related to the product design since the EEE 

economic operators in these geographical entities are mainly importers and not manufacturers. 

Thus, the product design is influenced by the related policies adopted in different countries. 

Consequently, some Member States (Netherlands, Hungary, France, Spain) call upon formulation 

of EU criteria related to the product design in a view of market harmonisation. Additionally, some 

Member States (Malta, Cyprus, Slovenia, Luxembourg, etc) express little experience in the area of 

product design requirements. Flemish and Walloon Region in Belgium are of the opinion that an 

opportunity for product design toward recycling/reuse are given through stimulating initiatives 

and project that are not laid down in legislation.  

Some countries (e.g. Czech Republic) expresses negative trends related to the product design 

associated with the consumer preferences ruled more with the product’ market price and less 

environmental issues. Portugal expressed difficulties in promoting reuse due to market trends. 

Additionally, the prices for new EEE products are falling.  

Sweden states that the fixed fee paid to the collection scheme is not supporting product design 

toward recycling/recovery. However, in other system applied, the financial guarantee fee is 

included in the disposal fee.  

Denmark states that there is a lack of specification in the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC on the 

measures taken to prevent re-use of EEE by means of product design. Belgium (Flanders) 

welcomes clear legal provisions. In summary, no significant developments related with the 

experience of implementation of product design requirements are observed comparing reports 

for the previous 2004-2006 period. 

 

 

3.2 Establishment of WEEE collection systems (Article 5) 

 

Article 5 of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC calls upon Member States to set up systems allowing 

holders and distributors to return WEEE at least free of charge.  

 

Member States have been asked to provide details on those systems stating: 

a) A general description of these systems 

b) The way free of charge return on a one to one basis to distributors is implemented or 

whether and what alternative provisions in line with Article 5(2b) have been taken 

c) Whether producers have set up and operate individual and/or collective take-back systems 

for WEEE from private households 

d) Whether and what specific arrangements for contaminated WEEE and WEEE not containing 

essential components have been made 

e) Additionally, information on collection systems for WEEE from sources other than private 

households is invited.  
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All of 27 reporting Member States have confirmatively answered regarding the requirements of the 

Article 5, and provided following details to the aspects under a-e, summarizing them when 

appropriate: 

 

Austria 

a) and b) Two collection schemes: 1) collection points in the communities, at least one in every 

political district 2) through trade – take back an old device when buying a new device of the 

same function 

c) Both systems available, however majority of producers participate in the collective take-back 

systems; no single manufacturer fulfilling the obligations individually 

d) Contaminated WEEE may be rejected.  

e) Producers of EEE for non-household use have the possibility to participate in a collection and 

recycling scheme.  

 

Belgium (Brussels) 

a) Two regional collection centres, four subsidized municipal collection centres and three 

additional municipal collection centres in the Brussels region have been established. A 

recycling contribution is paid at the purchase of each new EEE. This is used to finance the 

future collection and recycling of the appliance.  

b) For household appliances, all-in contribution is charged. 

c) Collective system has been established since 2001 through non-profit organisation Recupel. 

Additionally a few individual systems have been set up.  

d) No information provided. 

e) An administrative contribution is charged when the product is put on the market to cover 

reporting and administrative costs. Transport costs are separately calculated.  

 

Belgium (Flanders) 

a) Two regional collection centres and four municipal collection centres in the Brussels region 

established. A recycling contribution is paid at the purchase of each new EEE. This is used to 

finance the future collection and recycling of the appliance.  

b) For household appliances, all-in contribution is charged. 

c) Collective system has been established since 2001 through non-profit organisation Recupel. 

Additionally a few individual systems have been set up.  

d) No information provided. 

e) An administrative contribution is charged when the product is put on the market to cover 

reporting and administrative costs. Transport costs are separately calculated.  
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Belgium (Wallonia)  

a) And c) The collective scheme Recupel is set by the producers, which pays a financial 

contribution to the municipalities for the use of containers parks to collect the WEEE. 

b) Household waste can be return free of charge on one to one basis to the distributors, and 

distributors receive the financial contribution from Recupel for the collection of WEEE. 

Household WEEE can be collected via municipal collection, second hand stores and 

distribution stores.  

d) Recupel does not accept contaminated or uncompleted WEEE. It is the responsibility of the 

holders to dispose of such wastes in accordance with the laws. 

e) Since 2007 professional appliances are collected.  

 

Bulgaria 

a) and c) Persons placing EEE on the market fulfil their obligations either individually or through 

collective systems operated by a recovery organisation.  

b) WEEE to be taken back at the point of sale when purchasing new EEE of the same type. 

Persons selling EEE to end-users are obliged to take back WEEE without charge in the same 

quantity, of the same type and fulfilling the same functions as that purchased by the user 

and to provide a collection point for household WEEE on their sales territory.  

d) persons selling EEE to end-users may refuse to take back WEEE which represents a danger to 

human health due to contamination, is not a complete appliance or contains waste not 

constituting WEEE 

e) Recovery organisations, which hold an authorisation from the Minister for the Environment 

and Water to carry out such activities, also collect WEEE from non-household sources. 

 

Cyprus 

a) a collective scheme for the management of household and non-household WEEE with 300 

producers participating, with more than 1000 collective points where users can return 1 to 1 

old equipment when buying new one and can return historical waste (2-3 each time) without 

obligation to buy new one 

b) 1 to 1 return capability has been applied 

c) One approved Collective and one approved Individual System operate this moment for 

household WEEE. 

d) In this case the only solution is to export them to other countries according to 1013/2006/EC 

Regulation. 

e) Both systems approved for household WEEE can also accept non-household WEEE. There is 

also a third individual system only for non-household WEEE (Bank ATMs). 
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Czech Republic 

a) and b) Collective schemes in particular at shops, municipality waste collection yards and 

municipality mobile pick-up, but also at offices, office buildings and as introductory project of 

new stationary containers. For EEE placed on the market after 13th of august 2005 is take back 

always free of charge, for all EEE without reference to date of placing on the market it is possible 

to do it free of charge on one to one basis. Retailers hand such EEE over to collective schemes. 

The only case when it is not possible to discard WEEE free of charge presents discard of waste 

form EEE other than from private households placed on the market before 13th of August 2005. 

c) Five collective schemes have been registered for historical waste (placed on the market 

before 13th August 2005) 

d) Provider of take back collection point could refuse WEEE, which doesn’t contain essential 

components or which is contaminated; Such WEE are discarded at municipal waste collection 

systems 

e) All collective systems including collective system OFO – recycling, s.r.o., for categories 

1,2,3,4, (www.ofo-recycling.cz), ensure service for B2B equipment, further, 84 individual B2B 

producers are registered in the List of producers. 

 

Denmark 

a) and c) The collection of WEEE from households takes place largely through municipal 

collection schemes. Producers have established return arrangements, mainly in the form of 

collective schemes. The quantity of waste is allocated according to the market share of new 

equipment that the collective schemes represent. Dealers deliver the returned WEEE to 

municipal collection points or direct to producers or to the collective schemes. 

b) Private individuals can deliver waste from such equipment on a one-to-one basis to dealers if 

they offer to take the waste. The voluntary arrangement is supplementary to the detailed 

municipal collection schemes.  

d) No information provided 

e) WEEE from sources other than private households is collected and processed under Chapter 9 

of the Order on Electronic Waste. Producers can opt to fulfil their collection and return obligation 

partly via collective schemes and through individual arrangements. 

 

Estonia 

a) Three collection schemes for household WEEE, with more than 100 collection points, free of 

charge for the final holder; 

b) It is obligatory that distributors and retailers take back 1:1 (one-to-one) basis in every shop 

free of charge. 

c) All producers of household EEE joined some collection schemes, and have to build collection 

point for WEEE on the territory of a local government of at least over 3 500 inhabitants. Most 

of producers of non-household EEE have chosen individual approach. 
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d) In WEEE missing some essential elements, producer may demand partial covering the costs 

of waste handling. If WEEE is contaminated, it should be first handled as any other hazardous 

waste and if contamination is removed, as any other same type of uncontaminated WEEE. 

e) Producer of non-household WEEE must take-back free of charge on 1:1 basis historical waste 

and all WEEE arisen from their own EEE placed to the market after 13.08.2005. 

 

Finland refers to the report provided in the previous implementation period, and adds that the 

collection network has increased to 500 fixed collection points and areal coverage has improved. 

 

France 

a) The end-user has several options to return WEEE free of charge 1) with distributors 2) 

municipal waste collection centres 3) door to door collection if organised by local authorities 

4) collection points for the social purposes  

b) Retailers have to take free of charge household WEEE new or used in the amount and type of 

EEE sold, regardless of brand. In case of home delivery, the retailer may ask for financial cost 

of removing old equipment.  

c) Collective take back systems have been established gradually for the selective collection of 

household WEEE free of charge, through the network of drop-off centres. Possibility for the 

individual system is given to the producers; however, such systems have not been 

established to date.  

d) Collective bodies may refuse to take household WEEE mixed with other wastes or 

contaminated. 

e) Removal and treatment of the business WEEE is the responsibility of the user if placed on the 

market before 13.08.2005, and after that date it is the responsibility of the producer, if not 

otherwise agreed with the user. 

 

Germany 

a) and c) A network of free of charge return systems (ca. 1600 return points) for private users 

supported with the local collection points, as well as manufacturers commercial collection points.  

b) given the existence of this consumer-oriented network, the take-back is voluntary; additionally 

for voluntary take-back of gas discharge-lamps a scheme was launched in 2009 supported by the 

government and consumer associations. 

d) local authority collection points monitor the equipment returned and reject polluted WEEE 

e) So far littlie information available for the take back of WEEE from commercial uses. Collection 

of large WEEE from industry is a subject to the individual contracts. 
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Greece 

a) Two collective take back systems established for both household users and other users with 

8000 collection points all over Greece 1) for all 10 categories of EEE 2) for the category 5 of 

the EEE – lighting equipment;  

b) Household WEEE can be return free of charge on one to one basis when purchasing new EEE 

of the same category or at public collection points and specific supermarkets and retailers; 

bulky WEEE is also collected 

c) Collective scheme implemented. 

d) There are no specific arrangements for the return of WEEE not containing essential 

components from private household users, while other non-household’s users are not 

allowed to dismantle and remove any components from the returned WEEE. 

e) WEEE from other sources than households is collected directly from user’s installations after 

a written demand of the user.  

 

Hungary 

a) Two main types of systems: 1)local municipalities which offer facilities for separate collection 

of WEEE from households, in addition annually organised collection of the bulky WEEE by 

local authorities; 2) producers scheme which have to offer free take-back services 

For both systems, Hungarian compliance schemes provide logistic services and bear all extra 

costs.  

b) Hungary has introduced the obligatory free take-back to all retailers and distributors selling 

EEE. See the previous point. 

c) Producers have set up collective take-back systems. 5 compliance schemes in 2009. No 

producer has opted for an individual system. 

d) Producers may refuse take-back of the contaminated equipment if that present a health and 

safety risk to them. Even if the equipment does not contain the essential components 

producers are obliged to take it back, and shall be charged according to the amount of 

missing components 

e) The collection system set up by producers also collects WEEE from sources other than private 

households.  

 

Ireland 

a) Since 13 August 2005, household consumers can recycle their old WEEE free of charge, in the 

following ways: 1) to a distributor – one –for-one basis; 2) to a local authority- to a civic 

amenity facilities; compliance schemes’ voluntary agreements to collect WEEE on 

geographical basis (including off-shore islands) 

b) See under 1) and additionally like-for-like basis, if WEEE is not contaminated; additionally 

distributors, with the agreement of authorities, can make alternative arrangements for the 



ENV.G.4/FRA/2007/0066 27 

 

 

Final Implementation Report for the Directive 2002/96/EC  
on Waste Electric and Electronic Equipment (WEEE Directive) 
Preparation of implementation reports on waste legislation, including the Waste Shipment Regulation  
 

ESWI 

take back of WEEE, by–nominated distributor or a group, or by third party action on their 

behalf 

c) Producers can choose self-complying option or they can participate in a collective scheme. All 

household WEEE is collected and recycled by two approved producer collective compliance 

scheme – WEEE Ireland and European Recycling Platform 

d) There is no prohibition on end users from removing parts from WEEE before depositing it a 

distributor’s premises or a local authority facility. Distributors do not have to take back 

contaminated WEEE unless the producer or distributor caused the contamination. 

Contaminated WEEE can be deposited at local authority civic amenity schemes.  

e) Collection and recovery of B2B WEEE rests with the producer which can include a business 

user importing EEE for its own purpose, and together they can make alternative financial 

agreements for the environmentally sound management of B2B WEEE 

 

Italy recalls upon information provided in the previous 2004-2006 reporting period.  

 

Latvia 

a) The WEEE must be accepted free of charge if it is of similar type and function. WEEE is 

subject to natural resource tax. Exemptions are possible if system for environmentally 

harmful waste is implemented and contacts with the ministry or waste manager are 

concluded. WEEE is received or collected in municipal waste management facilities, sorted 

waste collection areas, or at collection points for waste of environmentally harmful products 

in municipal waste management region. More detailed information provided in the report.  

b) Economic operator has to take free of charge household WEEE if it is of similar type and 

function as the equipment being supplied 

c) In 2010 Ministry of the Environment had concluded contracts with 5 individual and 7 

collective systems set up by manufacturers for exemption from payment of the natural 

resources tax for EEE. 

d) Contaminated WEEE, not containing essential components or containing wastes other than 

WEEE may be refused at collection points.  

e) The same system applies to the economic operators supplying EEE to costumers other than 

private households.  

 

Lithuania 

a) The system includes the municipal waste management system organised by the 

municipalities and distributors’ premises. Municipalities must ensure means for the separate 

collection of WEEE and at least one facility for bulky waste, including WEEE.  

b) Household WEEE has to be take free of charge if of the same type and function as the 

equipment purchased.  
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c) Producers and importers may manage their WEEE individually or within WEEE undertaking on 

the contractual basis, or they can set up own organisations for WEEE management. 

d) No information provided 

e) Non-household WEEE (placed on the market before, on or after 13.08.2005) shall be financed 

by the producers and importers. Additionally, producers or imported may also agree with 

waste holders on the methods to finance historical WEEE. Article 34(7) of the Law on Waste 

Management lays down specific conditions. 

 

Luxembourg 

a) Collection of the WEEE from private households is achieved through existing waste 

collection systems, free of charge and on one-by-one basis.  

b) Distributors, when supplying a new product, are required to ensure that such waste can be 

delivered, at least free of charge on a one by one, provided that the equipment is of 

equivalent type and has fulfilled the same functions as the supplied equipment. If the 

recovery in question can be partly due to inadequate storage capacity, retailers may decide 

not to take back WEEE but need to inform clients on other possibilities to return WEEE.  

c) There are no individual take-back systems, only collective.  

d) Operators of public infrastructure existing waste collection issues may decide not to take 

back WEEE which, following a contamination presents a risk to health and safety of staff. In 

addition, operators of public infrastructure existing waste collection problems and producers, 

distributors or third parties acting on their behalf may decide not to return WEEE free of 

charge if the equipment does not contain the essential components or s' it contains waste 

other than WEEE. 

e) Professional WEEE can be collected from customers directly or a contract can be signed 

with the companies specialized for recycling of professional WEEE. Systems can be national 

or pan-European systems. 

 

Malta 

a) Two schemes permitted for free of charge WEEE return: 1) five civic amenity sites authorised 

by the government 2) bulky refuse systems organised by the local councils, free of charge by 

the appointment 

b) Collection and delivery to the civic amenity facilities of WEEE free of charge; one-to -one 

basis as long as the equipment is of equivalent type 

c) Existing systems are used by the economic operators or new ones are set up 

d) Contaminated WEEE may be refused for return, and specific arrangements if essential 

components are missing 

e) Other WEEE than from households is collected by waste brokers and facilities, and such 

procedure is implemented through a consignment permit ensuring that WEEE is 

appropriately treated.  
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Netherland 

a) For the collection points, use has been made of the existing collection infrastructure for 

household waste as set up by the municipalities.  

b) Some of the equipment is also returned via retailers (old-for-new scheme). Use has not been 

made of the derogation possibility under Article 5(2)(b).  

c) The producers have set up two collective systems for household equipment (NVMP and 

ICT-Milieu) which collect the equipment which has been collected by municipalities and 

retailers. 

d) We are not aware of any specific agreements for the collection of contaminated WEEE. 

e) For equipment which does not originate from private households, a number of collective 

systems have been set up and many individual systems are also in operation.  

 

Poland 

a) - c) The entire system for collecting waste equipment from users of household equipment 

has been based on waste equipment collection schemes, i.e. operators of waste equipment 

collection points, including retailers and wholesalers, as well as municipal services that 

collect municipal waste and businesses that hold permits for the collection of municipal 

waste. Following systems have been applied: 1) take-back, free of charge by municipal waste 

facilities; 2) take-back at waste equipment collection points or sorted municipal waste 

collection points 3) take-back of waste equipment on a one-for-one basis when new 

equipment is purchased.  

d) Municipalities lay down rules on maintaining cleanliness. All WEEE must be accepted, and may 

be only rejected in the case when WEEE poses risk to the health.  

e) Persons placing equipment other than household equipment on the market are responsible 

for taking back the waste equipment, unless the user of the equipment has assumed this 

obligation on the basis of an agreement. 

 

Portugal 

The information provided in the previous triennial report is recalls, updated by the information on 

the current composition (numbers of collection sites, transport operators, recycling and recovery 

companies) of management systems networks.  

 

Romania 

a) The local public authorities have to undertake separate collection of WEEE from private 

households and to establish locations for collection points for producers (one for each 

county (41), one for each town with more than 20 000 inhabitants (104) and one for each 

district of Bucharest (6)). There are 347 operational collection points/WEEE centres where 

households and distributors can bring WEEE at least free of charge. 
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b) Distributors are required to establish a system to take back WEEE at least free of charge or 

against a payment that takes account of the value of the reusable components, and a on 

one-for-one and like-for-like basis. 

c) Producers have set up and operate individual and/or collective take-back systems (6 of them 

have been licensed) for WEEE from private households. 

d) Contaminated WEEE and WEEE not containing essential components can be refused for take-

back. Further specifications are provided in the country report.  

e) Producers/collective organisations are required to ensure the collection of WEEE from 

sources other than private households; generally the aforementioned collection points are 

used for this. 

 

Spain 

a) Producers are responsible for financing the WEEE collection from the point of delivery and 

their subsequent efficient treatment. Producers have set up collective/individual schemes to 

meet their obligations. Local authorities are responsible for separate collection of household 

wastes through their municipal systems. Collective schemes have to provide them the 

additional costs incurred by the separate collection of WEEE. This payment may be 

guaranteed through agreements with the autonomous authority, where local authorities are 

voluntary joined, or through bilateral agreements between local authorities and collective 

schemes. The country´s report provides the list of collective schemes and operational 

flowchart. 

b) Household users can return WEEE free of charge to the distributors, when purchasing new 

equipment. 

c) Producers may comply individually or collectively with their obligations. 

d) Return of contaminated WEEE may be refused.  

e) Professional user have to make specific agreements for returning their WEEE, either to the 

same points intended to the households users (small quantity) or to the secondary storage 

centres, treatment facility or distributor.  

 

Sweden 

a) Collective waste scheme exist since 2001 in cooperation with country’s municipalities. The 

municipalities provide staffed reception centres for households WEEE, which is further 

preliminary treated and recovered. The fees charged to members based on the volumes 

marketed finance this. The Electronic Waste Recovery Association collection scheme (EWRA) 

came into operation in 2008. Collection points can be found in the outlets of associated 

members. 

b) The free of charge one to one return system is obligatory, however, it was note examined the 

way in which such free-of-charge return in implemented. No alternative provisions have 

been adopted.  
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c) At present, no individual or other collective take-back systems for WEEE from private 

households have been set up. However, certain property owners have entered into 

agreements with recovery undertakings concerning waste collection near their premises. 

d) No specific arrangements have been made for contaminated WEEE and WEEE not containing 

essential components, and they are classified as hazardous waste. 

e) WEEE from sources other than private households is included in the collective waste 

collection scheme.  

 

Slovenia 

a) The end-user may leave or hand over waste equipment to the 1) distributor, 2) the operator 

of a municipal public service, as a separately collected fraction of municipal waste in 

collection centres or 3) in collection centres operated by the producer. Further details 

available in the report.  

b) The distributors shall take back the household WEEE free of charge; it is important that WEEE 

is similar to the equipment supplied, the number of WEEE shall equal the numbers supplied; 

the WEEE can be refused if contaminated;  

c) Collective schemes are established, there are no individual obligations.  

d) Contaminated WEEE or not containing essential components shall be returned as a separate 

collected fraction of municipal waste. 

e) The WEEE from other sources is handled the same way as the household WEEE 

 

Slovakia 

a) three systems implemented 1) collection facilities 2) operation units for sale of EEE in one-to-

one take basis 3) door to door collection 

b) The user of EEE is allowed to use free of charge take-back system or to a separate collection 

system for return of WEEE 

c) Collective systems have been established. The report provides the list of the registered 

collective organizations for return of WEEE from private households. 

d) The distributor can refuse to take back equipment not containing essential components or 

presenting a risk for health and safety due to contamination 

e) None.  

 

United Kingdom 

a) and c) Two take-back schemes: 1) Join the Distributor Take-back Scheme – a network of 

collection facilities 2) In-store take-back - Distributors must accept free of charge an item of 

household WEEE equivalent to the new item of EEE sold to the consume 

b) Producers must provide an alternative free take-back service. They are also obliged to join a 

Producer Compliance Scheme which organizes collection and treatment of WEEE from 

Designated Collection Facilities.  
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d) Separately collected contaminated WEEE is dealt with under Hazardous Waste Regulations.  

e) Each producer shall finance the costs of collection, treatment and environmentally sound 

disposal of WEEE form users other than private households. A producer can make alternative 

agreements to finance the costs of the collection, treatment and disposal of WEEE.  

 

Résumé: All Member States have confirmed to establish systems allowing holders and distributors 

to return WEEE at least free of charge in accordance of Article 5 of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC. 

The level of detailed provided for the return systems implemented differs among the States. In 

summary, following answers have been provided to the questions: 

 

a) General description of the systems 

The majority of the Member States reports the implementation of the collective system for the 

management of household WEEE.  

 

b) The way free of charge return on a one to one basis is implemented and information on 

alternative provision, if relevant 

The majority of the Member States obliged producers/distributor to the take back one to one 

scheme, as long as the equipment return is of the same function and type as equipment supplied. 

However, in a few Member States, such as in Germany and Denmark, this scheme is based on the 

voluntary commitment, as the WEEE collection relay upon municipal collection systems. 

Additionally, France reports that in the case of home delivery, retailer may ask for financial costs of 

removing old equipment.  

 

c) Whether producers have set up and operate individual or collective take back systems for WEEE 

from private households 

The majority of the Member States report to implement the collective take back scheme for the 

household WEEE. Additionally, Romania, Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania reports on the existence of the 

individual return scheme in addition to the collective one.  

 

d) Whether and what arrangements have been established for contaminated WEEE and WEEE not 

containing essential components 

Majority of Member States have taken into account this provision in their national laws, allowing 

contaminated WEEE or missing essential components to be refused for return. On the other hand, 

Hungary obliges producers to take back WEEE even if not containing essential components, as well 

as in Poland all WEEE must be accepted, if not posing the risks to health. Ireland does not prohibit 

taking away vital parts of the WEEE before disposal.  

 

e) Information on collection systems for WEEE from other sources than private households 
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The Member States reports that the systems used for the household WEEE are also applicable for 

the WEEE coming from other sources. However, alternative agreements between waste holder and 

producers are also very frequent solution for non-household WEEE.  

 

 

 

3.2.1 Experiences with implementation of provisions under Article 5 

 

Austria reports that the compliance with the provisions under Article 5 on individual basis is 

connected with a very high level of administrative and financial effort for the manufacturer and 

therefore is not implemented. Simplification of the Directive at this point would be possible.  

 

Belgium (Brussels) expresses positive experience with the implementation of one to one take back 

scheme for WEEE, and states that the objective of 4kg/inhabitant of return WEEE in year is realised in 

this region. Negative experience: the collecting system set up by Recupel, should be further adapted 

according to urban characteristics.  

 

Belgium (Flanders) reports positive experience on the take back obligation, discouraging the illegal 

disposal and stimulating consumers. A high collection percentage is accomplished. However, there 

were discussions on the duties and obligations between collectors and second hand shops complain 

that the system restrains their participation or access to some WEEE.  

 

Belgium (Wallonia) reports on very good targets in terms of collection and recovery/recycling 

achieved by Recupel, and states that the reuse should be enhanced.  

 

Bulgaria expresses positive experience with the WEEE take back one to one scheme. However, those 

systems are well organised in larger towns and cities but are still being developed in smaller towns. 

 

Cyprus states positive experience in use of retail shops for collection of household WEEE, small 

devices in particular, and supports implementation of that system for return of large devices.  

 

Czech Republic: No information 

 

Denmark reports that there is no need for any changes, as they can maintain an efficient and 

effective collection system for WEEE from households via municipal schemes. As a negative 

experience the division into 10 product categories is not practical from a collection standpoint is 

reports.  
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Estonia reports on good acceptance of the public of the WEEE collection. There is potential for better 

collection rates through public campaigns. Non-compliance of distributors with the take back scheme 

occurs rarely. Environmental awareness of users is raised.  

 

Finland recalls upon information provided in the earlier implementation period.  

 

France reports on good acceptance of the WEEE management scheme “one to one” by the public. 

There is an effort to increase a return of WEEE for all household devices, and retailers are offering 

voluntary return. Small retailers sometimes encounter difficulties to store their WEEE due to lack of 

space. Local solutions are being developed. In the case of distance selling companies, the setting up 

of the take-back system is difficult because the distribution is taking place through the post. Given 

the high price for metal scrap, incidents of steeling have been often reported in some communities. 

Producers of household appliances have agreed to pay these communities financial support to 

improve the safety of waste collection centres. 

 

Germany reports that even before entering into force of the ElektroG, all local authorise collected 
some WEEE, and the final holder is aware that on issues related to waste disposal can turn to these 
authorities. Voluntary take back scheme is very variable. However, this scheme ensures that 
especially small distributors will not be burdened disproportionately. Theft and vandalism are 
becoming a problem, given the current prices for scrap metal. 

 

Greece: There are many and different difficulties to the establishment of the systems and the 

necessary processes in order to improve the operation of the systems. There are still some problems 

with the local authorities regarding collaborate with the systems for the separate collection of WEEE 

and mainly of large household appliances. That strengthens the collection of these WEEE by the 

peddlers, who sell them afterwards to the system for high price. However, we consider as an overall 

evaluation that the implementation of provisions under this article is positive. 

 

Hungary reports no problem with the implementation of the provisions under Article 5. The main 

goal is to raise awareness among citizens, and collection schemes are organising different events. 

 

Ireland expresses an extremely positive response to the implementation of the WEEE Directive 

2002/96/EC in just five years. Especially the role of two compliance scheme and good cooperation 

between all players involved was underlined as a crucial success factor.  

 

Italy states that the take-back of domestic WEEE by distributors is a problematic issue because of the 

complexities of the management and administrative procedures under Italian waste legislation. The 

parties which area of activities is not a waste management have difficulties in following those 

procedures. In order to facilitate the free take-back of WEEE by distributors the simplification of 

technical regulations in this area has been drafted. Progress has been recorded in the availability of 

municipal collection centres suitable to receive the WEEE following a programme agreement 
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between National Association of Italian Municipalities and the WEE Coordination Centre, through 

which take-back procedures were rationalised and coverage of the whole national territory 

optimised.  

 

Latvia refers to lower consumption of the EEE vis-à-vis to the other EU Member States due to 

insufficiently developed infrastructure, which also make collection costs of WEEE very high. These 

circumstances might make it difficult to achieve the target of collecting household WEEE waste set 

out in Article 5. 

 

Lithuania informs of a decrease in the amount of WEEE collected (40% less) due to economic crisis 

and; citizens opted to rather repair the EEE than to purchase new devices. The collection target for 

household WEEE was not met.  

 

Luxembourg reports that the use of existing systems facilitated the start up of WEEE management 

and made it readily understandable to WEEE holders. There are uniform acceptance criteria in all 

container parks. Synergies with other collection structure have been used to reduce costs. Negative 

experience : Problem with the start of the treatment of WEEE by the approved body, as in 

neighbouring countries systems were not taken up as of August 13, 2005, where risk of distortion of 

competition seen the small size of Luxembourg and the proximity of shopping centres in border 

areas. 

 

Malta reports on positive reaction of the public in respect to separate collection of WEEE. Difficulties 

have been reports for direction of collected WEEE for recycling and recovery due to lack of local 

permitted facilities and lack of brokers with export permits.  

 

The Netherlands state that the some WEEE is not collected via take back schemes, and it is not know 

how it ends up, and thus the chain is not closed. The producer organisations are trying to close the 

chain by agreements between municipalities and retailers whereby they receive for payment all 

equipment collected.  

 

Poland reports good implementation of the system and that the public is increasingly aware of the 

correct way to dispose of waste equipment. Additionally it is observed that recovery organisations 

have been using their dominant position in relation to persons collecting and treating waste. This is 

evident principally in the imposition of excessively low rates for managing waste equipment. 

 

Portugal pointed out the diversification of the options for the final user to return WEEE free of 

charge, what supported meeting the collection target. The management entities promoted the 

development and implementation of specific containers with a view to collecting WEEE (in particular 

small electrical household equipment) in strategic places, with the purpose of being near to the 
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community. The fact that some distributers refused to collect WEEE from homes when delivering 

equivalent EEE, as laid down in the application legislation, is a negative aspect. 

 

Romania reports on significant progress towards meeting the collection targets. However, the 

collection target has not yet been met for the reasons of culture and tradition ("tradition" of not 

"throwing out" household equipment), lower living standard and economic reasons.  

 

Slovakia reports no experiences.  

 

Slovenia states a key positive experience on increased public awareness for the WEEE management. 

The amount of WEEE collected from distributors is also substantially rising. The most negative 

experience is the time needed to set up the system because of its complexity and the number of 

players involved. One negative aspect is that market players have found it in their interest to 

establish a number of collective systems. While this is good from the point of view of ensuring 

competition, it nonetheless causes problems in terms of identifying and fulfilling commitments for an 

individual collective system and in the supervision of individual systems. 

 

Spain states first positive results of the management of WEE from private households. Different 

collection schemes raise coordination problems. Since some WEEE have a positive economic values 

as waste, free of charge collection allows existence of the parallel system for waste collection flows. 

Distributors are not sufficiently integrated in the take back system. Efforts are made to improve this.  

 

Sweden reports on good implementation of the collective scheme (El-Kretsen since 2001). Since the 

EWRA came into operation, the possibilities for consumers to deposit WEEE have improved 

considerably. Producers attached to the EWRA are often closer to the consumers than the El-Kretsen 

recovery centres, and also have longer opening hours. 

 

The United Kingdom reports on increased standards of treatment and increased investment in 

treatment facilities. 

 

Résumé: Overall experience expresses by respondents regarding the provisions under Article 5 is 

positive. Many Member States have implemented similar systems before introduction of the 

Directive, which provides a solid background for further development of the WEEE collection 

systems. The take back system on one-to-one basis is satisfactory accepted by the public and 

producers.  

Countries that did not have obligatory return of WEEE reports positive increase of the WEEE 

collected and increase in the public environmental awareness. Only few Member States report on 

occasional problems and encountered variety of difficulties. Establishment of WEEE collecting 

systems in some countries experienced difficulties due to complicated and costly administrative 
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procedures, lower integration of some distributors (Italy, Spain) and lack of collaboration of local 

authorities with the system (Greece, Romania) or insufficient cooperation and awareness of 

producers and distributors (Estonia). France expresses difficulties with compliance of distant-

selling companies, which deliver devices solely via mail.  

Generally, collective collection systems have been established in Member States. Slovenia for an 

example favoured the establishment of the collective take back system due to complicated 

supervision of compliance of individual systems. Austria argued that simplification of the Directive 

regarding compliance of individual systems would support their development.  

Few countries reports that theft and vandalism are becoming a problem due to current high prices 

for scrap metal (Germany and France).  

Some counties reports that collection targets have not been met due to economic circumstances 

and lower income and living standard (Latvia, Lithuania) or in relation to culture and tradition of 

not throwing old devices (Romania). Additionally, it was expresses that the division of the WEEE 

into ten categories adds complexity to the collection process (Denmark).  

In summary, Member States reports on the progress in establishment of WEEE return systems in 

relation to the previous reporting period 2004-2006 and increase involvement of the different 

players. However, specific problem and difficulties remain the same regarding geographic entity of 

concern.  

 

 

3.3 Treatment (Article 6) 

 

Member States shall ensure that producers or third parties acting on their behalf, in accordance 

with Community legislation, set up systems to provide for the treatment of WEEE using best 

available treatment, recovery and recycling techniques. The systems may be set up by producers 

individually and/or collectively. To ensure compliance with Article 4 of Directive 75/442/EEC, the 

treatment shall, as a minimum, include the removal of all fluids and a selective treatment in 

accordance with Annex II to WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC.  

 

Implementation details from the Member States should provide information on the following issues: 

 

a) General description of the system 

b) When treatment requirements or minimum quality standards for the treatment of collected 

WEEE go beyond Annex II of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC, a description of these 

requirements should be provided 

c) If the derogation from the permit requirement refers to in Article 11(1b) of Directive 

75/442/EEC is applied to recovery operations concerning WEEE, a description of the terms 
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under which this derogation applies should be given and how the foreseen inspections under 

Article 6(2) of WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC are carried out 

d) If the requirements for storage and treatment site go beyond those in Annex III, and a 

description of those 

e) A short description of the rules, procedures and controls applied to WEEE exported out of 

the Community to be counted for the fulfilment of the obligations and targets of Article 7(1) 

and (2) of the Directive, taking into account Article 6(5) of the Directive 

 

In respect to details to be provided for the issues under b) to d) the indication is given only when the 

information provided is going beyond standard requirement.  

 

Austria  

a) All treatment plants are subject to authorization in Austria. Obligation for fulfilment 

requirements laid down in national law is on the manufacturer side. This obligation is met by 

the collection and recovery systems. 

b) and c) No further requirements have been applied.  

d) Concerning collection of ozone depleting substances from cooling devices, the German 

standard RAL-GZ 728 has been applied  

e) In the case of exports for recovery, the approval is only needed when the recovery 

operation take place in the importing country. It should be however noted, that the cross 

border shipment of EEE not containing hazardous substances, is not always subject to 

notification (e.g. in OECD countries), and therefore quality control of the recovery operation 

shall not be performed.  

 

Belgium (Brussels) 

a) Article 6 is transposed into national law. WEEE is collected via three channels: 

municipal/regional collection centres, second-hand shops and distribution stores of new 

equipment. At the municipal/regional collection centres and the distribution stores, a 

selection is made to find equipment suitable for reuse. This material is handed over to 

second-hand shops to be repaired or sold. Since 2007, all professional appliances are 

collected.  

b) to e) No information provided.  

 

Belgium (Flanders) 

a) WEEE collected via three channels: municipal collection, second-hand shops and 

distribution stores. Since 2007 professional WEEE from all categories is also collected. 

WEEE suitable for reuse is separated at collection centres, and then transferred to 

second-hand shops for repair and sell. The rest goes to recycling facilities. Components 
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that cannot be reused or recycled, are disposed off. Standard audit method for 

treatment facilities currently under development.  

b) No further requirements implemented. 

c) –d) no information is provided. 

e) A reference to the corresponding law is given, and no description of the systems is 

provided.  

 

Belgium (Wallonia)  

a) Referring to implementing national law. No further information provided. 

b) and d) No further requirements are implemented.  

c) No derogations are in place. All WEEE treatment facilities have to hold a permit. 

e)   No information provided.  

 

Bulgaria 

a) Persons engaged in the collection, transport, temporary storage, pre-treatment, recovery 

and disposal of WEEE must hold an authorisation or a registration document issued 

under national laws. Additionally, the national law provides for pre-treatment of WEEE, 

removing all fluids and requirements that best available techniques are applied.  

b) to d) No further requirements have been reports. 

e)  Exporter has to demonstrate that the recovery, re-use and/or recycling operations have 

been performed under conditions that are equivalent to the requirements laid down in 

the national law.  

 

Cyprus 

a) There are six licensed facilities - two operate outside the collective scheme and treat 

mainly large household WEEE; the other four, cooperate with the collective scheme and 

receive WEEE from all 10 categories 

b) And c) no further requirements are reports 

d) Extra requirement for treatment facilities is to immediately upon arrival precede with de-

pollution of cooling and refrigeration equipment and then store them. 

e) The Department of Environment sets down terms in licensed recyclers permits ensuring 

that facilities they choose to send WEEE for final treatment are able to fulfil requirements of 

articles 7.1 and 2.  

 

Czech Republic 

a) Providers of collective systems contract with individual treatment facilities to insure their 

obligations. There are about 84 treatment facilities (including collection companies and 
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protected workshop) in Czech Republic. Contracts include requirement for environmental 

procedures to fulfil the recovery, re-use and recycling targets. 

b) – d) No further requirements have been applied.  

e) No information provided.  

 

Denmark 

a) Details on processing requirements are laid down in national law. Report provides detail 

information for removal of certain kind of substances (e.g. PCBs, ozone depleting 

substances), and specific rules for storage and treatment for the WEEE.  

b) Denmark has treatment requirements that go beyond Annex II as regards requirements 

for PCB, brominated flame retardants and mercury. If a specific level for the content of 

these substances is exceeded there is a requirement that facilities must be authorized to 

handle it. 

c) No derogation applicable 

d) Denmark requires that all sites for treatment of WEEE regards to Annex III para 2 must 

have impermeable surfaces. Denmark has no further requirement that goes beyond 

Annex III. 

e) For the exported WEEE it has to fulfil the requirements of EU Waste Shipment Regulation 

no 1013/2006 and national Order no 1618 of 15 December 2010 on shipment of waste. 

 

Estonia 

a) Measures regarding treatment of WEEE are provided in national Waste Act. 

 b) And d) no further requirements have been reported 

b) No derogation rules implemented. 

e) Exported WEEE have to receive a permit of destination country, and vice versa. The same 

rule applies for transit, if the destination country gives permit, then the permission for transit 

is given. Additionally, producers have to provide details to prove that exported WEEE is 

handled in a proper ways.  

 

Finland refers to the information provided in previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

France 

a) The national law provides for specific technical requirements for facilities treating WEEE. 

Processing operations can be also performed in any other licensed facility in another EU 

MS or third country, provided that the above requirements are met and that the transfer 

of waste is done according waste shipment regulation.  

b) and d) No further requirements have been introduced. 

c) No derogation is applicable. 
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e) WEEE treated according to the requirements of the directive and reports to the national 

registry is accounted for the goals of recovery and recycling. For the WEEE exported 

outside the Community, provisions of the waste shipment regulations are applicable. The 

compliance is regularly checked by customs and other authorities. In addition, the 

collective bodies approved for household WEEE conduct audits of compliance with the 

regulations of the entire chain of their treatment providers of WEEE. 

 

Germany 

a) and b) An efficient structure is available to treat the ten categories of WEEE. 

Contaminated equipment is treated in specialized facilities. State of the art must be used 

for treatment of WEEE. For certain types of equipment specific minimum standards are 

laid down by the law.  

c) And d) no information provided 

e) Export of material streams derived from treatment of WEEE to other States is subject to 

quality assurance in the context of certification.  

Export of WEEE as waste is subject in addition to the legislation on shipment of waste, in 

particular Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006. 

 

Greece 

a) to d)Treatment facilities for the WEEE (8 of them) have been established according to the 

requirements of the Annex II of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC and are have been set up in 

compliance with technical requirements set out in Annex III of the Directive, and permitted 

from the competent authorities according to Directive 75/442/EEC. Facilities are specialized 

in treatment of different categories of WEEE.  

e) Dismantling and selective treatment of all collected WEEE, with the exemption of gas 

discharged lamps (recycling carried out in Belgium), is carrying out within the country. The 

recovered materials are either recycled within Greece or exported for recycling to other 

Member States or outside the community. There is no WEEE exported out of the Community.  

 

Hungary 

a) Producers bear the responsibility for proper treatment and recovery of WEEE and must 

have contact with at least one compliance scheme. The treatment facility shall obtain 

necessary permits and conclude a contract with one or several compliance schemes. The 

whole system is connected.  

c) – d) No further requirements have been set. 

e) In case of WEEE exported out of the Community the Hungarian competent authority 

demands a contract with fully description of recovery processes or if possible a certificate 

from the competent authority of the destination. The exporter has to prove by movement 
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documents that the proper recovery process has been completed. This stipulated in the 

Hungarian Governmental Decree on WEEE in section 4 point (4). 

 

Ireland 

a) Initial increase in the number of recycling/recovery facilities. However, due to decline in 

the economy, two facilities providing for full recycling and recovery have since ceased 

their operations. Substantive quantities of separately collected WEEE undergoes pre-

treatment within the country (removal of hazardous components, fluids etc) and then 

shipped for onward treatment to other MS.  

b) No further requirements reports 

c) No derogations applicable.  

d) No further requirements reports.  

e) Producers of EEE have to ensure that the exported WEEE to the third countries is treated 

in licensed and permitted facilities and producers have to provide evidence for this. This 

is in accordance with Article 6(5) of the Directive.  

 

Italy recalls upon information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

Latvia 

a) Collected WEEE is transferred to permitted treatment and recyling facilities, except for 

integrated EEE intended for re-use. Facilities for treatment and recycling of WEEE have to 

register different polluting category (A, B or C) and receive a permit for category A and B.  

b) And d) No additional requirements have been implemented. 

c) The derogations are not applicable. 

e) WEEE managers submit a report on the recovery of WEEE and shipment once every six    

months. Waste from environmentally harmful products is exported for recovery to 

another MS or outside the EU. Regional environmental boards verify at least annually 

whether waste treatment facility conform with environmental protection legislation and 

the conditions of the permit. Manufacturers of EEE submit, once in a quarter, the 

information to the register on the amounts of EEE placed on the market, WEEE collected 

separatelly, WEEE treated in Latvia or exported and re-used, recycled and recovered.  

 

Lithuania 

a) Undertakings engaged in the treatment of WEEE are advised to participate voluntarily in 

the EMAS. WEEE treatment undertakings must in particular assess whether separately 

collected whole EEE and the materials, preparations and/or components they contain are 

suitable for reuse and, if they are, to transfer them for reuse. WEEE not suitable for reuse 

must be stored and treated only at specially designated sites.  

b) And d) No further requirements are applied. 
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c) No derogations have been implemented. 

e) WEEE shipment from the European Community is subject to the requirements set EU 

laws related to the shipment of waste. Responsibility for the control of compliance with 

the requirements rests with regional environmental departments. 

 

Luxembourg 

a) Two centres for dismantling of WEEE have necessary permits. Luxembourg does not have a 

mill for further processing of WEEE, or a landfill / incinerator for hazardous components 

removed from WEEE. Generally, treatment requirements do not go beyond Annex II of the 

WEEE Directive. However, cooling appliances are treated in accordance with the RAL quality 

standard.  

b) and d) No further requirements. 

c) No exemptions. 

e) Export of WEEE outside the Community is subject to ministerial approval and the 

regulation of waste shipment. Until now, no such export was performed. Notification files for 

cross-border transfer of waste have to evidence the compliance with the Annex II of the 

Directive.  

 

Malta 

a) Facilities for WEEE treatment have their own specific permit conditions with clear 

indication on permitted activities. They can dismantle WEEE and export the components 

to licensed facilities abroad for further treatment. Only few of them have permission to 

carry out initial treatment prior to export. 

b) And d) No further requirements have been implemented 

c) The derogations from the permit requirements may apply to WEEE recovery operations if 

allowed by the Competent Authority. In practice, all WEEE facilities require permit, and 

the compliance is verified. 

e) The rules and procedures are those laid down in EU Waste Shipment Regulation. 

 

The Netherlands 

a) The processing of WEEE takes place at processors who are employed by the producers. As 

far as possible equipment is collected separately as mono-streams and offered for reuse. 

b) Netherlands reports that the processing requirements laid down in Annex II are too 

stringent, and that the work is carried out in accordance with the Guideline drawn up for this 

purpose. 

c) No derogations have been applied.  

d) The requirements for storage and processing locations are in accordance with Annex III to 

the Directive. 

e) No information provided.  
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Poland 

a) Persons placing EEE on the market have to ensure that there is a network of treatment facilities 

with the capacity to treat WEEE. The operators of the treatment facilities, however, have to ensure 

that the WEEE are treated in environmentally safe manner. Hazardous components must be 

immediately removed. 

b)-d) No further requirements are implemented, as well as no derogations from the permit 

requirements.  

e) For exported WEEE, the treatment facility must forward written confirmation to the persons 

placing household equipment on the market that recovery or recycling facilities fulfil the same 

requirements as the one operating in Poland. Waste exports must be carried out in accordance with 

Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 of 14 June 2006 on shipments of waste. 

 

Portugal 

a) WEEE treatment has to be performed based on BAT. Compliance with technical specification 

is mandatory and is periodically supervised and monitored. 

b) Stricter requirements have been established related to the selective treatment of WEEE. 

c) No derogations have been applied.  

d) The management entities have established additional, stricter requirements with regard to 

the storage and treatment of WEEE, which apply to waste management operators who 

belong to the collective scheme. 

e) Exports of WEEE to the third countries have to follow requirements of the Waste Shipment 

Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006, while the classification of the categories relating to WEEE 

follow the Guidelines of the Group of MTR correspondents 'Shipment of Waste Electrical and 

Electronic Equipment'. 

 

Romania 

a) EEE producers, collective organisations and economic operators that collect, treat, recycle 

or recover WEEE are required to report yearly on the quantities of waste they have dealt 

with and the means of management used. Selective treatment is carried out in accordance 

with Annex II and provisions of the national law.  

b) and d) No further requirements are implemented. 

c) No derogations are applied. 

e) The export of WEEE outside of the EU is done in accordance with the provisions of EU 

Waste Shipment Regulation.  
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Slovenia 

a) All facilities must be indicated in the collective WEEE management plan submitted by the 

manager to the Environment Agency of the Republic of Slovenia. Best available technologies 

have to be applied.  

b) and d) No further requirements have been implemented. 

c) No derogations have been applied.  

e) There are no specific rules or procedures; treatment is to be on a case-by-case basis. 

Where WEEE management obligations are fulfilled in another Member State, adequate 

documents have to be submitted concerning the treatment operator in the Member State 

and an agreement with him. The cross-border transfer of WEEE for treatment in a Member 

State must be carried out in accordance with the requirements of EU Waste Shipment 

Regulation. 

 

Slovakia 

a) The county’s report provides detail information on the authorised WEEE treatment 

facilities and lists obligations for the WEEE treatment facilities.  

b) and d) No further requirements have been applied. 

c) Derogation from the permit requirement is not applied. 

e) Confirmed recovery, re-use or recycling of WEEE in the territory of another EU Member 

state is considered as fulfilling of targets. In the case of WEEE export to third countries, 

exporter has to prove compliance with conditions required in Slovakian national law.  

 

Spain 

a) The basic measures for guaranteeing environmentally friendly treatment of WEEE are 

provided in the national law. Autonomous communities are responsible for authorising waste 

management and transport operators. The waste is transferred to temporary storages or 

directly to authorised treatment plants.  

b) And d) No further requirements have been reports 

c) No derogation procedure is applied. One authorised, the treatment plant has to submit 

annual reports.  

e) WEEE, which is exported or imported for treatment, must comply with the rules on the 

shipping of waste provided in national law and EU Waste Shipment Regulation. 

 

Sweden 

a) Treatment takes place in accordance with Annex II, as transposed by the Swedish 

Environmental Protection Agency's Rules (2005:10) on the Pre-processing of Waste.  

b) With respect to mobile phones, circuit boards must be removed irrespective of size. 
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c) The list of derogations is provided in the country’s report; however, no further details on 

terms under which derogation apply are given. 

d) No further requirements have been applied. 

e) For the exported WEEE have to fulfil the requirements of EU Waste Shipment Regulation 

and national Ordinance (2007:383) on Transfrontier Shipments of Waste. 

 

United Kingdom 

a) All treatment of WEEE is carried out in authorised treatment facilities. The treatment sites 

are licensed and authorised by the Environment Agency in the UK. All WEEE is transported in 

compliance with the Shipment of Waste Regulations and is treated in accordance with 

legislative requirements.  

b) and d) No further requirements have been applied. 

c) No derogations are in place. 

e) Any WEEE exported outside the Community must comply with EU Waste Shipment Regulation. 

 

Résumé: All respondents have provided confirmative answers in relation the implementation of 

provisions under Article 6 of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC into their national laws.  

Regarding the provision of treatment requirements, majority of countries states to follow 

requirements laid down in Annex II of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC. In the case of Germany, the 

national standards regarding gas discharge lamps and CRT’s go beyond requirements specified in 

the Annex II. Luxembourg and Austria state to apply RAL standard for cooling devices (German 

Institute for Quality Assurance and Certification, RAL-GZ 728).  

Few Members States lay down additional treatment requirements that are beyond Annex II, and 

concern mainly certain kind of devices (e.g. Denmark, Sweden, Cyprus). Netherlands, however, 

perceived Annex II requirements as too stringent, and developed national guidelines for the 

treatment requirements. However, it is not clear if they prescribe softer requirements.  

As regards implementation of derogations from the permit requirements, only Sweden listed 

certain derogations for issuing a permit, and Malta indicated the possibility for applying for 

derogation with Competent Authority.  

Member States reports to follow the provisions of the Annex III, and are not going beyond these. 

The Majority of respondents refers to provisions of EU Waste Shipment Regulation (and, where 

applicable, complementary national law) concerning rules, procedures and control applied to 

export of WEEE.  

Generally, Members States reports no significant difference in relation to the reporting period 

2004-2006. 
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3.3.1 Experiences reports regarding the implementation of Article 6 on WEEE 

treatment 

 

In Austria, provisions related to the treatment of WEEE are implemented without any problem. 

 

Belgium (Brussels) states as positive that a treatment of WEEE provides possibility for the local 

employment, and that reuse is stimulated as a result of the implementation of the Directive. The 

increase in collection is connected to market prices for raw material. Lower rate of collection and 

recycling of professional appliances is observed.  

 

Belgium (Flanders) emphasized a positive impact of the WEEE treatment on the employment 

situation. WEEE from professional appliances has a lower collection and recycling rate compared to 

the household WEEE. Producer’s responsibility systems are driven by economic actors which may 

have conflicting interests to the environmental aims of the Directive. Large industrial federation have 

substantial influence on the functioning of this system.  

 

Belgium (Wallonia) expresses positive opinion on possibility to treat all WEEE inside the country. 

Export is undertaken only when the treatment prices in other MS are lower. Another positive point is 

that the treatment of WEEE provides employment to a wide range of people. Reuse is managed by 

the social economy that provides employment to a category of people who have more difficulties to 

find a job. 

 

Bulgaria refers to the positive influence for the environment when using BAT in WEEE treatment 

facilities.  

 

Cyprus expresses positive impacts of permitting for WEEE treatment facilities. The licensed facilities 

look to find ways to achieve if possible an integrated management of most of the 10 categories. 

 

The Czech Republic states that application of tender procedure to providers of collective systems 

provides that the supply of treatment facilities exceed the demand. The selective procedure leads to 

higher quality of treatment.  

 

Denmark takes the view that the requirements in the Directive on separate handling are inadequate, 

and has therefore utilised the possibilities for setting more detailed requirements at national level. 

 

Estonia expresses no negative experience with implementation of provisions under Article 6, as laws 

and legislations related to the waste management are well known to the waste handlers. 

Occasionally raise a question on the status of exported WEEE, whether it is seen as a waste or as 
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goods. Estonian Customs and Tax Board have found out several times that undertaking tried to 

export WEEE as goods but not as waste. 

 

Finland refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

France states that the introduction of more stringent regulatory framework and targets for recovery 

and reuse / recycling has led to a greater level of professionalism of the treatment of WEEE, which 

has improved their treatment process. Meanwhile, there is a slight reduction in the number of these 

players. Audits of collective bodies approved for household WEEE led to termination of some 

contracts with providers who were not able to demonstrate compliance. 

 

Germany refers positive opinion on the pollutant-targeted collection of WEEE. Collection of intact 

cathode-ray devices provides room for improvement as the markets of recycled waste glass have 

collapsed due to closed production capacities and change in the display screen technology. Thus, the 

targets from Article 7 regarding category 3 and 4 can be difficulty met. The lack of a clear distinction 

between WEEE for reuse and WEEE for recovery or disposal makes exports a grey area. The situation 

can be improved by application of EU guidelines on shipment of WEEE of June 2007. However, as this 

is not binding, enforcement authorities may experience implementation problems. The Federal 

Government has therefore asked the Commission to examine whether some points of the Guidelines 

could be given legal force, and if so how. 

 

Greece: Before the implementation of Directive 2002/96/EC there was no organised infrastructure 

for the collection and treatment of WEEE in Greece. Ever since, a significant number of companies 

have been licensed and are operating in an environmental sound collection, transportation, storage 

and treatment of WEEE. Year by year there is also improvement of the infrastructures as the increase 

of recycling is a motive for the establishment of new high-standard facilities for treatment of WEEE. 

 

Hungary: No specific comments.  

 

Ireland reports on the decline in the recyclates market and over capacity in the EU have contributed 

to the loss of local facilities. However a substantive quantity of our collected WEEE undergoes pre-

treatment in Ireland whereby hazardous substances are removed prior to being shipped for onward 

treatment to other MS. Recovery rates well in excess of 80% are being achieved.  

 

Italy refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

Latvia states that the system for the treatment and recycling of WEEE has been set up. However, the 

Latvian market is too small for large-scale WEEE recycling (not only for breaking up of equipment of 
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this type and separating out recyclable materials, but also for treating the materials in question) to 

be viable.  

 

Lithuania states that to date, no major deficiencies have been noted as regards compliance with the 

requirements.  

 

Luxembourg: Positive experience: The quality standards in force since 1990 for the treatment of 

appliances containing CFCs have been maintained. Large white goods are pre-treated before 

crushing. Negative experience: Black market in large white goods. 

 

Malta refers on positive experience in connection to regulations of shipment of waste that control 

and prevent illegal disposal within Malta. 

 

The Netherlands opines that the content of Annex II is too stringent to actually be implemented. The 

Guideline drawn up in a European context provides a solution, however. 

 

Poland states that the treatment facilities that existed before the Act entered into force have 

adapted their treatment practices to the legislation in force as well as the new one. Some of these 

have specialised in the treatment of items such as lamps or cooling equipment. 

 

Portugal reports significant increase in undertakings operating in the field of the treatment and 

recovery of WEEE, both in mainland Portugal and in the Autonomous Region of the Azores, although 

there are still some geographical areas with a deficit in terms of licensed installations. The 

development of projects relating to specific techniques for treating WEEE in the context of the 

requirements for research and development should also be highlighted as positive experiences. 

Information exchange events and trainings are implemented on a regular basis.  

 

Romania states that at the beginning in 2007, investment has been made in WEEE management and 

thus in developing treatment facilities.  

 

Slovenia: The biggest difficulties with the implementation of the provisions of this Article lay in the 

lack of an infrastructure for the processing and recovery of WEEE. Facilities were required only to 

establish their operations in accordance with the requirements of the Directive; the fulfilment of 

obligations under collective plans could not be confirmed until afterwards. In view of the necessary 

technology and the small quantities of WEEE it is not to be expected either that processing can be 

ensured for all types of WEEE as part of national solutions. 

 

Slovakia: None 
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Spain: Positive: provides a defined framework for the satisfactory treatment of WEEE. Current 

efforts aim to make monitoring of treatment facilities and the traceability of waste more effective. 

 

Sweden states that it is not possible to make such an evaluation. 

 

The United Kingdom: Increased standards of treatment and increased investment on treatment 

facilities. 

 

Résumé: Regarding the implementation of the provisions related to the treatment of WEEE, 

majority of Member States emphasized positive experience. Here a distinction can be made in 

comparison with the information in the previous reporting period 2004-2006, where more neutral 

Member States’ attitude is noted.  

Generally, experiences reports are Member State specific revealing characteristic implementation 

obstacles or positives. Exemplary, Belgium emphasized positive impacts of the WEEE treatment on 

the employment situation. Further, countries states increase in the established treatment facilities 

(e.g. Portugal). Some Member States reports on problems related to the lack of infrastructure 

(Slovenia) or small markets for the large-scale WEEE treatment (Latvia). Germany highlighted that 

the lack of clear distinction of WEEE for reuse and WEEE for recovery/disposal inflicts enforcement 

of the waste shipment law and called upon legal enforcement of some parts of the EU 

Correspondents' Guidelines No 1 on shipments of WEEE of June 2007. Netherland stressed that 

Annex II of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC is too stringent to be actually implemented. 

 

 

3.4 Systems to provide for the recovery of WEEE (Article 7(1)) 

 

According to the Article 7(1) of WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC, Member States shall ensure that 

producers or third parties acting on their behalf set up systems either on an individual or on a 

collective basis, in accordance with Community legislation, to provide for the recovery of WEEE 

collected separately in accordance with Article 5. Member States shall give priority to the reuse of 

whole appliances. By 31 December 2008, such appliances shall not be taken into account for the 

calculation of the target set in Article 7(2).  

 

 

All reporting Member States have answered confirmatively regarding implementation of the 

measures to ensure the environmentally sound re-use, recovery and recycling of WEEE accruing to 

the Article 7. Further, the respondents have been asked to provide a general description of the 

national measures to encourage the achievement of the re-use, recovery and recycling targets.  
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Austria supports reuse of the whole WEEE appliances, as far as their technical condition allows, and 

provided it makes sense from an ecological and economic point of view; the categories and volume 

of WEEE reused have to be recorded and reports. Producers, or the collection and recovery schemes 

working on their behalf, must ensure that the recycling quotas taken over from the WEEE Directive 

are met, keep the records and enter the relevant information annually in the electronic register that 

has been set up in Austria.  

 

Belgium (Brussels) states that the Article 7 is transposed into Brussels legislation, and that recycling 

targets are derived from WEEE Directive. 

 

Belgium (Flanders) reports that the collection channels have separate section for storing appliances 

that are suitable for reuse. This equipment than goes to second-hand shops where it is either 

repaired or sold directly. The rest is transported to recycling facilities. Recycling targets are derived 

from the Directive and are incorporated in Flemish legislation. All recycling targets are met, except 

for the recovery target for cooling and freezing appliances: the valorisation of the plastic fraction 

(such as PUR) is difficult to meet and often in competition with economically or technically more 

interesting products. 

 

Belgium (Wallonia) refers to agreements between authorities and a collective scheme containing the 

targets form the WEEE Directive and emphasizing the need to sort WEEE collected between the 

reusable’s and non-reusable’s. The collective scheme has to provide annual report to the regional 

authorities with the results achieved in terms of collection, reuse, recovery and recycling.  

 

Bulgaria reports that producers and importers of EEE have to provide the information on materials 

and hazardous substances in different EEE to the personnel involved in the WEEE management in 

order to facilitate re-use and recovery, environmentally sound treatment etc. The quantity of WEEE 

reused in the form of whole appliances does not count toward fulfilment of the recovery and 

recovery targets.  

 

Cyprus states that the recyclers are obliged to promote reuse of WEEE as a whole or parts during 

transport. In Cyprus there is a company dealing with WEEE, that its main work focus on reuse and 

which cooperates with the approved collective scheme. Especially for IT equipment this company 

does a preselecting of WEEE suitable for reuse as soon as they arrive at the system’s storage area, in 

order to increase quantities ending up for reuse. 

 

Czech Republic informs of a collective scheme that ensures recovery of WEEE, contracting processors 

of WEEE who can ensure reaching the targets in recovery by own technology. Selective procedure 

allows for application of best available technology with minimal impacts of human health and the 

environment.  
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Denmark states that Article 7 is transposed into Danish legislation, and that recovery and recycling 

targets are derived from WEEE Directive. There is an annual reporting obligation for producers where 

they must show, that they comply with recovery and recycling targets. 

 

Estonia reports to implement BAT and manufacture or import products, which are durable and 

reusable. When manufacturing products, the producers shall, as far as possible promote integration 

of secondary raw materials in products. Priority is give to reuse of whole appliances. Recovery and 

recycling of WEEE outside the Community can be calculated for the targets only when producer 

proves to follow the requirements. The producer has to present the methodology used for 

calculating the targets. Recovery methodology has to prefer waste reuse or recycling to energy use. 

Producers are obliged to report on recovery, reuse and recycling. Distant sellers have to fulfil the 

same requirements.  

 

Finland refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

France: Provisions regarding reuse of EEE are taken into account during approval of the collective 

bodies and approval of individual systems. The collective bodies approved for household WEEE as 

well as producers have formed partnerships with organizations specialising in the collection and 

repair of WEEE for reuse. Household WEEE is directed primarily to those organisations. If the waste 

cannot be reused it is directed to the appropriate treatment.  

 

In Germany the sorting of households’ appliances is organised by the type of pollutant and 

environmentally sound reuse and recycling is promoted. The obligation for the annual certification of 

the facilities for initial treatment supports control of quality assurance and documents of material 

flows.  

 

Greece: Collection and transport of WEEE requires licence of competent authorities and is carried 

out in such a way that the reuse is not hindered. For enhancing the reuse targets, a new reuse and 

treatment facility started operations in Central Greece in 2007. The facility is able to reuse WEEE 

components from categories 3, 4 and 9. Substances, preparations and components have to be 

manually removed prior to any treatment.  

 

Hungary has set minimum targets for every single producer. Every manufacturer shall (collect) re-

use, recover and recycle a certain percent (that depends on product categories) of the EEE amount 

put on the Hungarian market in the previous year by itself. The way of calculation is stipulated in 

detail in Governmental Decree on WEEE section 3, section 4 and Annex to the decree. Producers shall 

report about their activities in to the competent authority annually. Producers missing the pre-

established targets have to face high fines. 
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Ireland states that the current plans for the development of a WEEE Reuse Protocol following 

involvement of all relevant stakeholders are continuing to support establishment of the relationships 

between local authorities and EEE producers. Producers and final user of B2B WEEE have the 

responsibility for the environmentally sound management and can make alternative financial 

arrangements to ensure that the targets are been achieved. Many B2B producers already donate 

‘used EEE’ to the reuse (social economy) sector.  

 

Italy refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

In Latvia natural resource tax is paid for the EEE. The exemptions are possible if it is guaranteed that 

implementation of provisions on the recovery of environmentally harmful waste, and fulfil 

application of system for the management of waste from environmentally harmful products and 

signed a contract with ministry and a contract with waste manager. Plan for establishing and 

implementing the WEEE management system contains information on concluded WEEE treatment 

and recycling contracts. Half a year reporting is obligatory providing information on among others on 

amount of WEEE reused, recycled and recovered, and annual reporting on management plan for 

environmentally harmful products.  

 

Lithuania reports that the WEEE management undertakings assess whether whole WEEE is suitable 

for reuse, and must keep preliminary logbooks and submit reports on such records containing data 

on each category of EEE and waste products and methods of management. Undertakings engaging in 

the treatment of WEEE are recommended to participate voluntarily in the Community eco-

management and audit scheme.  

 

Luxembourg refers to the transposition of this article into national law. Ecotrel has to provide 

systems for the reuse of whole WEEE or in parts. WEEE can be used as source for energy only when 

suitable for incineration. Luxembourg meets the rates as defined in Article 7.  

 

Malta refers to the establishment of the two authorised schemes and registration system for EEE 

producers by the competent authority.  

 

The Netherlands state that the targets from Article 7 are included and enforced by the national law, 

and producers are obliged to the annual reporting on the results achieved.   

 

Poland refers that obligations to achieve rates from the directive have been in force since 1 January 

2008, regarding two years transition period obtained through temporary derogations for Poland. EEE 

operators have to provide waste equipment records and certificates on which basis they calculate 

the targets achieved.  
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Portugal recalls information provided in the previous reporting period. 

 

Romania reports on the obligation of producers to inform users on requirements for disposal, return, 

reuse, recycling of WEEE. Additionally, producers and collective organisations have to report annually 

and maintain special register on the data on quantity of EEE placed on the market, mass, quantity 

and categories of WEEE collected and reuse, recycled and recovered, as well as mass and quantity of 

WEEE collected and exported. For the new EEE placed on the marker, information on the reuse, 

recovery, recycling potential have to be provided within one year of the equipment being placed on 

the market.  

 

Slovakia provides information on the national acts regulating environmentally sound reuse, recovery 

and recycling of WEEE. The producers of EEE are obliged to ensure proper collection of WEEE, except 

in the case of historical non-household WEEE and to ensure fulfilment of the determined limits for 

recovery of WEEE. The producers are further obliged (expect distant producers) to ensure take back 

systems, reuse of preferably whole WEEE, transfer to proper treatment and accept offered WEEE 

intended for treatment regardless to the fulfilment of the minimum limit values.  

 

Slovenia refers to the targets on the recovery of waste equipment set in the Article 7(2) of the WEEE 

Directive 2002/96/EC. No specifications on the national measures to accomplish those targets have 

been reports.  

 

Spain states that the fulfilments of technical requirements of WEEE treatment facilities are 

controlled through their authorisation and inspections by competent authorities. Treatment facilities 

are  required to report to them data of treated wastes and recovery and recycling rates BAT on WEEE 

treatment and  promotion of internationally certified environmental management systems are 

promoted by the autonomous and local environmental authorities. Collective schemes must ensure 

that wastes are treated in authorized  plants . 

 

Sweden refers to the national acts where the national recovery targets are set. The Environmental 

Protection Agency supervises and provides guidance on the implementation, and has drawn up 

guidelines for the reporting of recovery levels by pre-processing facilities. The municipalities 

supervise compliance with the provisions. 

 

The United Kingdom states that treatment facilities are required to report data, recovery, and 

recycling rates on a quarterly basis to the Environment Agencies. Facilities not meeting the basic 

recovery and recycling targets will not be approved to handle WEEE. 



ENV.G.4/FRA/2007/0066 55 

 

 

Final Implementation Report for the Directive 2002/96/EC  
on Waste Electric and Electronic Equipment (WEEE Directive) 
Preparation of implementation reports on waste legislation, including the Waste Shipment Regulation  
 

ESWI 

 

Résumé: All Member States have reports to implement measures to ensure environmentally sound 

re-use, recovery and recycling of WEEE. Majority of the Member States refers to the targets set by 

the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC and there is no indication of setting targets that are more 

ambitious.  

Systems establish for the collection and management of WEEE (in majority of cases, the collective 

collection schemes) are responsible to ensure fulfilment of the determined limits for recovery of 

WEEE. Hungary has set minimum targets for every single producer. In order to support re-use, 

agreements or partnerships with the organisations specialised in processing and repair of the 

WEEE are reports in France and Czech Republic, and with second hand shops in Belgium, Flemish 

Region. Member States apply different kinds of reporting mechanisms usually on the annual basis 

to control the fulfilment of the producers’ re-use, recovery and recycling rates and oblige them to 

reporting requirements.  

Concerning giving the priority to the re-use of the whole appliances, Austria, Belgium (Walloon 

Region) and Estonia refers to support such prioritisations however did not indicate any practical 

measures for implementation of such approach.  

Only two Members States reports on the sanction measure applied for not adhering to the targets. 

The United Kingdom reports on sanctions referring to exclusion of approval for handling of WEEE 

for the facilities not meeting basic recovery and recycling targets. In Hungary, the producers 

missing to fulfil pre-established targets have to face high fines.  

There is no significant change to be indicated in comparison to the previous reporting period. 

 

 

3.4.1 Development of new recovery, recycling and treatment technologies (Article 7(5)) 

 

Article 7(5) of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC states that Member States shall encourage the 

development of new recovery, recycling and treatment technologies.  

 

 

Austria reports on wide range of promotion means and measures based on e.g. Environmental 

Support Act, which secures aids and promotes new technologies. One of the aims of this law is the 

protection of the environment through avoidance and minimisation of pressure in form of waste. For 

an example, waste treatment facilities qualify for receiving the aid.  

 

Belgium (Brussels) and Belgium (Wallonia) state that no specific actions are taken.  
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Belgium (Flanders) reports that due to introducing high recycling/recovery targets in the national 

law, recycling techniques are still evolving and ameliorating, such as mechanical separating 

techniques. 

 

Bulgaria refers that persons involved in the design, production, distribution and use of EEE and 

persons engaged in WEEE-related activities are required to take measures to limit the adverse effects 

on human health and the environment of EEE throughout its life cycle and the waste from such 

equipment. The operators of facilities and plants for the pre-treatment, recycling, recovery and/or 

disposal of WEEE must apply the best available techniques (BAT). 

 

Cyprus states implementation of a financial subsidy programme financed by the government for the 

companies dealing with the minimisation of the industrial pollution (max. subsidy €200.000) 

 

Czech Republic elaborates on establishment of programmes for research and innovations with one of 

the priorities to solving recovery, recycling and treatment of WEEE. An example of state subsidy in 

development is already finished project concerning module technology for recycling of LCDs and 

PDPs by mechanical dry process. 

 

Denmark states that the national legislation places emphasis on setting further requirements for the 

treatment of WEEE to ensure maximum possible reuse. Additionally, it is requested to apply the BAT 

for re-use, processing and recycling.  

 

Estonia refers to the implementation of BAT for waste recovery and manufacturing and importing 

products, which are durable and reusable.  

 

Finland refers to the information provided in the previous implementation report 2004-2006.  

 

France states that to encourage the development of new technologies for recovery, recycling and 

treatment of WEEE, through calls public projects in research and development organized every year. 

Thus, in 2007-2009, 11 projects were selected. Moreover, the collective bodies approved for 

household WEEE are also required to devote part of their budget on research and development 

techniques to optimize collection, removal and treatment of WEEE to reduce the impact of these 

activities on the environment and improve the rate of recycling / reuse and recovery of WEEE. 

 

Germany: the Environment Ministry's programme to promote investments with demonstration value 

in order to reduce environmental pollution makes it possible to carry out large-scale demonstration 

projects, which show for the first time how advanced methods of avoiding or reducing environmental 

pollution can be realised. For example, a plant for separating display screen class using laser 

technology was promoted under the programme. 
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Greece reports no actions.  

 

In Hungary, to meet the obligatory targets having set up by the legislation, producers have 

encouraged the deployment of new treatment technologies. 20 000 t/y new WEEE treatment 

capacity has been established, 3 CRT dismantling machines have been deployed and removal of HCFC 

has been solved by a new SEG type closed technology. 

 

Ireland states that due to decline in recycling markets in the EU, it is its attention to reduce 

dependence on overseas recycling infrastructure and to promote more recycling of recovered waste 

in Ireland. This will be driven by a combination of regulatory requirements, a robust 

licensing/permitting regime and market forces.  

 

Italy refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

Latvia states that during the period under review, no new recovery, recycling or treatment methods 

have been devised in Latvia. 

 

Lithuania states that undertakings engaged in the treatment of WEEE are introducing more advanced 

technologies.  

 

Luxembourg states that environmental agreements encourage, where appropriate, the development 

of new technologies for recovery, recycling and treatment. No agreement in this area has been 

signed so far. 

 

Malta states to encourage development of new recovery, re-use and recycling technologies.  

 

The Netherlands report that national law does not contain any provisions on the development of 

new techniques. Public institutions do promote this development, however, through knowledge 

networks, subsidies and cooperation. 

 

Poland states that the technologies used in installations brought into service for the first time or 

modified have to use substances with low risk potential, be energy and resources use efficient, take 

into account emissions and scientific and technical progress.  

 

Portugal reports that the management entities are responsible for promoting research and 

development of new methods and tools for dismantling and separating items of equipment and 

recycling methods for WEEE. They should invest approximately 3% of the total costs incurred in the 
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treatment of WEEE per year in further technical development, studies, Life Cycle Assessment, all 

aimed at improving the efficiency of processes and achieving a better performance in terms of 

management results. 

 

Romania reports on the environment fund, for funding for programmes and projects in the area of 

waste management, including hazardous waste. 

 

Slovakia states that a Resource of the Recycling Fund can be used in accordance with the waste 

management purposes for support oriented in searching and application of new technologies of 

waste recovery. New technologies shall ensure at least the same or better level of protection of the 

environment as the technology already implemented in the Slovakia. 

 

Slovenia reports no actions.  

 

Spain states that the Ministry of the Environment has promoted the re-use of WEEE through 

campaigns to raise awareness at national level. Initiatives are also put in place at regional level and in 

some autonomous communities subsidies are awarded to encourage the economic activity of 

recycling, with beneficiaries able to request aid for equipment, studies and pilot tests of innovative 

techniques 

 

In Sweden, the financial guarantee indirectly seeks to encourage the production of equipment, which 

facilitates recovery. Guarantee levels should reflect actual conditions, so that producers able to 

demonstrate that the cost of disposal is lower for their products than for other products of the same 

type should be obliged to guarantee disposal only at such lower cost. This constitutes an incentive to 

produce equipment suitable for recovery. 

 

United Kingdom states to encourage innovation via business support provision, which includes 

knowledge transfer. 

 

 

Résumé: Regarding support of development of new recovery, recycling and treatment 

technologies, majority of respondent’s reports to implement measures such as governmental 

subsidies, funds, programmes for research and development, awareness raising campaigns and 

knowledge networks. Only four respondents (Belgium (Brussels), Belgium (Wallonia), Greece and 

Slovenia) state that no actions have been taken, and Latvia reports no progress in establishment of 

new recovery, treatment and recycling methods. Additionally, Luxembourg states that no 

environmental agreements have been signed so far for the development of new WEEE recycling 

and treatment technologies.  
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Bulgaria, Denmark and Estonia report to implement Best Available Technologies (BAT) for the 

WEEE treatment installations. However, the legal frame of the BAT is not clear, as the WEEE 

recycling installations are not included in the Annex I of the IPPC Directive.  
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3.4.2 Experience with implementation of provisions pursuant to Article 7 

 

Austria reports that the provisions on recovery were implemented without any problems. It is 

suggested that in future legislation, instead of the 10 categories of equipment, it would be better to 

consider only 5 for the treatment and recovery process. In Austria those are: large appliances, small 

appliances, cooling appliances, visual display units and gas discharge lamps. 

 

Belgium (Brussels): no specific measures have been taken. 

 

Belgium (Flanders): no information.  

 

Belgium (Wallonia) states that the system of the collective scheme enables reaching the targets of 

the Directive. Negative experience refers to the internet sale of the EEE as authorities can difficult 

enforce the provisions of the Directive.  

 

Bulgaria refers that BAT in WEEE recovery and recycling and life cycle approach in EEE management 

prevents and reduces the possibility of environmental pollution.  

 

Cyprus states that cooperation between WEEE reuse companies and approved systems has positive 

results on the increase of quantities of WEEE sorted for reuse.  

 

Czech Republic does not provide information. 

 

Denmark: reports on no major deficiencies regarding compliance with the requirements of the 

targets of Article 7(2) of the Directive. 

 

Estonia states to have BAT implemented from the beginning, and that the waste permit application 

includes comparison between BAT and the technology applied. If applicant technology is not BAT, a 

deadline will be determined when applicant has to meet requirements of BAT.  

 

Finland refers to the information provided in the previous implementation period 2004-2006. 

 

France states that facilities for recovery and recycling/reuse of WEEE have achieved the minimum 

targets established by the Directive. France called upon harmonisation at the Community level on the 

approach for calculating these targets. With regard to the reuse of WEEE, partnerships with the 

producers of specialized structures in the reuse of WEEE guarantee sustainability of these activities. 

This offer a potential for second hand shops in the times when the prices for new EEE are increasing.  
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Germany reports that documenting the targets of Article 7(2) of the Directive is extremely complex, 

as there is very little correlation between the form in which data are collected and the form in which 

recovery actually takes place. Data for the purposes of reporting on targets have to be divided 

according to the 10 WEEE categories, and yet they are still not transparent because of the cross-

category mix of material streams. A pragmatic approach therefore has to be taken: WEEE from 

private households is collected according to categories for which there are equal quotas. The 

breakdown by category is determined by spot checks by first treatment operators. Given the 

complexity of the situation, data monitoring can be introduced only gradually, and needs to go hand 

in hand with quality assurance, e.g. in the form of scientific monitoring. 

 

Greece states a problem in connection to collection of bulky household appliances from households 

by peddlers, who sell the WEEE to scrap dealers. Subsequently, the producers via the approved 

systems buy the WEEE against high cost from the scrap dealers and treat them in accordance with 

the existing regulations. A direct collaboration with the peddlers is not feasible. Lack of the reference 

for the best available techniques of WEEE treatment, the manual removal of substances, 

preparations and components, imposes high labour costs to the WEEE treatment.  

 

Hungary expresses positive attitude toward implementation of the recovery systems for WEEE and is 

confident to reach the targets set out in the WEEE Directive. 

 

Ireland states that the implementation of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC has substantially increased 

the amounts of household WEEE and business and old EEE safely taken out of circulation and 

recycled and recovered.  

 

Italy refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004 – 2006. 

 

Latvia states that the evaluation of the system’s effectiveness might be complicated and would 

require assessment of effectiveness of the WEEE treatment.  

 

Lithuania reports on no major deficiencies regarding compliance with the requirements. 

 

Luxembourg reports to meet the targets for the Article 7 of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC. As a 

negative experience, it is states that the targets for different categories of the WEEE are not in line 

with the collection and processing methods. In order to allocate small appliances to different 

categories (white, brown and grey) sampling and analysis of samples was performed in 2008.  

 

Malta states no to be in a position to evaluate its experience for this review period.  

 

The Netherlands and Poland did not provide comments.  
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Portugal expresses positive experience with public administration playing a significant role in the 

appropriate WEEE management (awareness raising campaigns, R&D etc). Management entities are 

obliged to invest 5% of the annual revenue to awareness raising activities, and largely contributed to 

the meeting the targets of 4kg per inhabitant. The monitoring activity of WEEE operators is 

significantly supported with the creation of an electronic platform as a database and information 

collector. The management entities of the integrated WEEE management system are obliged to pay 

the waste management tax and this instrument contributes to complying with environmental 

objectives. A negative aspect is the existence of free-riders which, in addition to distorting the 

market, can limit the financial amount available for collecting and subsequently treating all WEEE 

produced at national level. 

 

Romania states an increase in the rate of WEEE recycling/recovery in the last years, due to WEEE 

treatment facilities coming into operation.  

 

Slovenia and Slovakia provided no comments.  

 

Spain states that the work is currently underway at national level to put in place measures to support 

re-use. 

 

Sweden reports good functioning of the WEEE management system. A negative aspect is that in 

Sweden producers pay fees when placing EEE on the market, not when they turn into waste, as a 

result of difficulties to identify responsible producers in the waste chain. Fees are charged according 

to the waste type and not recovery costs. This leads to lack of the incentive toward reducing recovery 

costs.  

 

The United Kingdom states that increased technology investment resulting in higher recovery and 

recycling rates. 

 

Résumé: Article 7 of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC obliges Member States to ensure: 

a) Recovery of WEEE collected separately 

b) Meeting the recovery and recycling targets 

c) Keeping the records on the mass of WEEE entering recovery/recycling 

d) Encouraging development of new recovery/recycling technologies. 

The majority of respondents have stated that the implementation of the Article 7 has generally led 

to an increase of the amounts of recovered/recycled WEEE and improvement in WEEE 

management. However, a few Member States (e.g. Belgium (Flanders), Czech Republic, 

Netherlands, Poland, Slovenia, Slovakia) provided no comments and Malta states not being in a 

position to evaluate its experience for this review period.  
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As negative aspects, Germany and Luxembourg refer to difficulties in reporting on targets per 

WEEE category due to difficulties in establishing the correlation between the formats in which the 

data are collected and the actual practical implementation. France has called upon the 

harmonisation on the Community level on the approach for calculating the WEEE targets, while 

Austria recommended the reduction in number of categories from ten to only five. Greece 

highlighted that the lack of the reference to the best available technologies imposes high costs for 

the WEEE treatment. Sweden states the lack of incentive for the recovery/recycling as the fees are 

paid according to the waste type and not recovery costs.  

Generally, answers from respondents were not homogeneous giving different requirements 

covered by the Article 7 and not a specific and clear distinction to which of them the question 

apply to.  

 

 

3.5 Financing mechanisms in respect to collection, treatment, recovery 

and environmentally sound disposal of WEEE (Article 8 and 9) 

 

Article 8 of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC obliges Member States to ensure that by 13 August 

2005, producers provide for the financing of collection, treatment, recovery and environmentally 

sound disposal of WEEE from private households deposited at collection facilities, set up under 

Article 5(2). Additionally, Member States shall ensure that the producers supplying EEE by means of 

distance communication also comply with the requirements of the Article 8.  

Article 9 of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC obliges Member States that by 13 August 2005 ensure 

the financing of the costs for collection, treatment, recovery and environmentally sound disposal of 

WEEE from users other than private households from products put on the market after 13 August 

2005 is to be provided for by producers. For historical waste being replaced by new equivalent 

products of by new products fulfilling the same function, the financing of the costs shall be provided 

for by producers of those products when supplying them. For other historical waste, the users other 

than private households shall provide for the financing of the costs. 

 

All respondents have answered confirmatively to have implemented the measures to ensure 

financing of WEEE in accordance with Article 8 and 9 of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC. 

Implementation issues should include the following details: 

a) a general overview of the financial arrangements  

b) details concerning the use of visible fees on historical waste from private households, if 

applied 

c) details concerning particular arrangements for producers supplying EEE by means of distance 

communication, if there are such arrangements  
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Austria  

a) Producers have to bear the costs of WEEE management originating from households. The 

procedure differs depending on the date the appliance was placed on the market and 

whether it was for private or business use. 

b) The costs of collection and treatment of historical WEEE from private households may be 

shown to the buyer when purchasing a new appliance, with this possibility being limited in 

time depending on the category of appliance and in accordance with the timetable laid down 

in the Directive. 

c) Distant sellers of equipment sold in other MS must comply with the requirements of 

Article 8(1) to (3) of the WEEE Directive. Those producers must report the quantities of 

different categories of EEE from private households sold in MS. This guarantees financing and 

compliance with any other obligations in the receiving State. 

 

Belgium (Brussels)  

a) Articles 8 and 9 are transposed into national legislations. Producers pay an environmental 

contribution to the collective system per product put on the market.  

b) Management of historical WEEE from users other than private households is only financed by 

the producers if a new similar product is purchased (1-1 basis) 

c) No answer 

 

Belgium (Flanders) states that: 

a) Article 8 and 9 are implemented in the national legislation. Producers pay an 

environmental contribution to the collective system per product put on the market. 

Management of historical WEEE from users other than private households is only financed by 

the producers if a new similar product is purchased  (1-1 basis). 

b) The producers can mention separately the amount of the environmental contribution to 

the consumer until 13/02/2013 for cat.1 and 13/02/2011 for the other categories. 

c) For producers supplying EEE by means of distance communication the definition of 

producer is adapted in Flemish legislation so that these suppliers fall within the reach of the 

legislative articles concerning financing. 

 

Belgium (Wallonia) reports that: 

a) the members of the Recupel must pay a financial contribution in function of the quantity 

of EEE they put on the market each year, which is then used for collection/recycling of the 

WEEE. For historical WEEE from professional users the management is financed by producers 

if the consumer buys a similar product (one to one basis) or by the user when not purchasing 

a similar product. 
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b) The same apply to the historical WEEE from households for which producers cannot be 

identified. The producers can mention separately the cost of the contribution paid by the 

consumers until 13 February 2011. 

c) No answer  

 

Bulgaria  

a) The Regulation is consistent with the ‘producer responsibility’ and ‘polluter pays’ 

principles. Producers and importers of EEE are responsible for the separate collection, 

transport, temporary storage, pre-treatment, re-use, recycling, recovery and disposal of 

WEEE. Holders of WEEE from non-household sources that is not marked are responsible for 

its management. If producers and importers of EEE fail to meet their obligations or targets a 

product tax is payable for the financing activities related to the collection and recovery of 

WEEE.  

b) No answers 

c) No separate arrangements are planned.  

 

Czech Republic 

a) The system aims at historical WEEE producers contributing through the established 

collective system. 

b) Producers have a possibility of using visible fees. Each collective scheme determines using 

of visible fee and such fee is binding for all producers who are involved in the scheme.  

c) Producers supplying EEE by means of distance communication have same obligations as 

other producers of EEE. 

 

Cyprus 

a) Members of the collective or individual schemes are paying fees for WEEE management in 

accordance to the amount of EEE places on the market. Producers have right to include these 

costs in the price of a new products.  

b) Visible costs for historical household WEEE are used during wholesale phase. Retailers 

inform the users on the usual cost of main categories of equipment and the actual cost of 

management of all 10 categories per weight of equipment. 

c) No special adjustments concerning distance selling, however distance sellers may become 

members in local systems regarding EEE quantities put on the market.  

 

Denmark 

a) Financing arrangements for collective schemes generally involve a member's quota per 

producer and an environment contribution depending on the type and quantity of the EEE 

placed on the market and registered in the collective scheme. 



ENV.G.4/FRA/2007/0066 66 

 

 

Final Implementation Report for the Directive 2002/96/EC  
on Waste Electric and Electronic Equipment (WEEE Directive) 
Preparation of implementation reports on waste legislation, including the Waste Shipment Regulation  
 

ESWI 

b) The Environmental Protection Agency has no information on the extent to which 

producers avail themselves of the option of informing purchasers of household equipment 

separately about the costs involved in the management of historical waste. 

c) Distant sellers have the same requirements as other producers. 

Estonia 

a) Every producer is responsible for all costs of WEEE management proportionally to the EEE 

they placed to the market from 13 August 2005. The costs of historical waste shall be borne 

by all producers together who are existing on the market when the respective costs occur, 

contribute proportionally to their market share of this type of EEE. Waste handlers shall bear 

the costs of waste handling if they take WEEE from final owner without having any contract 

or authorisation with producer or collective scheme.  

b) Visible fee for historical waste of household WEEE is applied now and producers may use 

this possibility. For category 1 the deadline is 13 August 2014; for other categories 13 August 

2012. 

c) Distance sellers have the same requirements as other producer.  

 

Finland refers to the information provided in the earlier implementation report for the period 2004-

2006. 

 

France 

a) Producers are financially responsible (either individually or in a collective system) for the 

WEEE management in proportion to the tonnage of EEE they place on the market and 

regardless of the date. If membership in a collective body approved, producers can meet 

their obligations in advance in the form of quarterly payments. Otherwise, they must provide 

a guarantee stating the financing of their obligations for the current year is assured. 

Professional producers have to finance WEEE management unless otherwise agreed with the 

users.  

b) Producers have to inform buyers on the invoice for new EEE on the costs for management 

of the historical WEEE, whereas the costs shall not exceed the actual costs incurred. These 

provisions, transitional, apply only until 13 February 2011 for most household appliances and 

until February 13, 2013 for large appliances. 

c) No special arrangements applicable to the producers supplying EEE by the means of 

distance communication.  

 

Germany 

a) Producers pay for collection containers, transport and environmentally sound disposal of 

all WEEE collected, according to the individual obligations determined by the law. 
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b) To cover the costs of disposal of historical b2c WEEE, producers may charge for limited 

period visible fees; to the respondent’s knowledge, this has so far been done for gas 

discharge lamps only. 

c) No answer 

 

 

Greece 

a) Producers (either on the individual or collective basis) have to finance WEEE management 

relating to the quantity and type of the products they place on the market. Any natural or 

legal person from abroad, when shipping its products directly to an end user in Greece, 

should also contract with a system and provide funds for his own products put on the Greek 

market. 

b) no answer 

c) All producers, including those supplying electrical and electronic equipment by means of 

distance communication, are registered in the national registry of EEE producers. 

 

Hungary 

a) Producers shall provide for the financing of the household WEEE from their own products. 

Furthermore in case of historical waste in proportion to their respective market share in 

categories relating to their products. For the WEEE from professional users the same as 

above apply. In the case of historical WEEE from professional users, the costs can be born by 

producers (one to one basis) or by user when not purchasing new equipment.  

b) Producers may inform users on the costs for historical WEEE, but are not obliged to do so. 

c) There are no special provisions for distance sellers; they have to fulfil all the requirements 

as other producers.  

 

Ireland 

a) Producers of household EEE have to finance the WEEE management, including historical 

WEEE, and have to provide a guarantee (bank account, recycling insurance etc) for this 

financial obligation, unless participating in a collective compliance scheme. Professional 

producers of EEE can make alternative financial agreements where all obligations for WEEE 

management are transferred to the end user, or only partly (e.g. transport). Historical 

professional WEEE management rests with the end user.  

b) Producers have to inform users of the costs of historical WEEE (until 12.02.2011 for 2 – 10 

category of EEE and until 13.02.2013 for the EEE category 1). Costs are expresses as 

environmental management costs.  

c) Distance sellers have to register within the national registry and on demand prove to the 

national registry that they are fulfilling all their obligations. Further, they have to inform 

users on the WEEE take back arrangements.  
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Italy refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

Latvia 

a) Manufacturer of EEE pays a natural resource tax in order to ensure that the costs of 

managing WEEE are covered in proportion to the amount of EEE placed on the market. 

Producers are responsible for the costs of the historical household WEEE.  

b) The answer is not relevant. 

c) The same system applies to producers supplying electrical and electronic equipment by 

means of distance communication. 

 

Lithuania 

a) Producer and importers of EEE are responsible for financing management of WEEE, and 

have to ensure implementation of the requirements by means of bank guarantees and other 

agreements. Administrative penalties are foreseen for non-compliance, and serve as an 

incentive to ensure compliance. Producers and importers of the EEE in proportion to their 

market share finance the management of household WEEE. Costs of the professional WEEE 

are on the producer side also in the case of historical waste when one to one scheme 

applicable or they can make specific agreements with waste holders. 

b) No answer 

c) The same rules apply to the distant sellers, and no additional requirements are applicable.  

 

Luxembourg 

a) Producers and importers Ecotrel members pay a recycling fee for the treatment of WEEE. 

This contribution is reflected in the price of sale of new EEE. For the historical WEEE, 

financing is provide according to the market share of the respective equipment.  

b) During a transitional period until February 13, 2011 (February 13, 2013 respectively for 

category 1 of Annex IA), producers are allowed to show purchasers, at the time of sale of 

new products, the costs of collection, treatment and disposal in a environmentally sound 

way.  

c) Producers supplying EEE by means of distance communication also comply with the same 

requirements with respect to the equipment provided in Luxembourg. 

 

Malta 

a) Producers are required to set up and operate individual and/or collective take back 

systems from private households. The Malta Environment and Planning Authority are 

presently considering other applications for further schemes. In addition, the Competent 

Authority has in place a registration system for EEE producers. 

b) No answer 

c) No answer 
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The Netherlands 

a) In the Netherlands three collective systems have been set up by the producers: NVMP 

(household and professional equipment): this organisation works with a visible removal 

contribution for financing the historical stock; ICT-Milieu (computers, mobile phones and 

other ICT equipment): no removal contribution, instead, the participating producers pay the 

processing costs in proportion to their market share. The system used is based purely on 

turnover; RTA (professional equipment): this organisation works with a removal contribution. 

b) Visible removal contribution for the household and professional equipment.  

c) The Netherlands has no special rules on distance-selling of electrical and electronic 

equipment. 

 

Poland 

a) Persons placing EEE on the market have to provide financial security (bank guarantee, 

deposit paid) for the purpose of financing WEEE management, unless conclude an agreement 

with WEEE recovery organisation. The information on the level of waste management costs 

have to be supplied to the retailers and wholesalers. 

b) Retailers and wholesalers of household equipment must inform purchasers of the level of 

such costs, provided that they have obtained such information from the persons placing the 

equipment on the market. These provisions will apply for group 1 until 13 February 2013, and 

for the other groups until 13 February 2011. 

c) The same obligations are imposed on distant sellers.  

 

Portugal 

a) and b) refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

c) Reports that according to the law, distant sellers are also refers to as producers, thus the 

same obligations are applicable to them.  

 

Romania 

a) Producers are required to finance management of historical household WEEE or WEEE 

resulting from equipment placed on the market after 31 December 2006. The producers have 

to guarantee the financing in the form of participation in appropriate schemes, recycling 

insurance or a blocked bank account. Users have to meet costs for historical professional 

WEEE outside the one to one scheme.  

b) Producers may inform the purchaser when buying a new product on the WEEE 

management costs (e.g. by 13.02.2011 for products under Annex IA, and for category 1 of the 

same Annex until 13.02.2013).  

c) No answer 
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Slovakia 

a) Producers are obliged to finance WEEE management for household EEE. For historical 

WEEE, the financing costs are determined by the market share of the certain category. In the 

case of historical professional WEEE, costs are covered either by producers (one to one basis) 

or by holders. Producers have to provide guarantees for financing the WEEE. 

b) The producer of EEE is allowed to show, at the time of sale, the rate of recycling charge 

intended for covering of costs of historical household WEEE (for category 2 to 10 of the 

Annex 3a until 13. 02.2011 and for category 1 of the Annex 3a until 13. 02.2013).  

c) The report list details from the national law applicable to the distant producers. They have 

to follow the same obligations.  

 

Slovenia 

a) Producers and importers fulfil the financial obligation under a collective arrangement 

within the framework of the collective WEEE management plan whereby the financial 

obligation is based on the quantity of EEE put on the market. 

b) The use of visible fees in accordance with the Directive is possible but not mandatory (e.g. 

until 13 February 2011 for equipment falling within classes 2 to 10 in Annex 1 to this Decree, 

and until 13 February 2013 for equipment falling within class 1 in Annex 1 to this Decree).  

c) There are no particular arrangements for producers supplying electrical and electronic 

equipment by means of distance communication. 

 

Spain 

a) Producers (individually or in collective scheme) must bear the costs of separate collection 

from collection centres depending on their market share. Local authorities are responsible 

for separate collection of household wastes through their municipal systems.  Collective 

schemes have to provide them the additional costs incurred by the separate collection of 

WEEE. This payment may be guaranteed through agreements with the autonomous 

authority, where local authorities are joined, on voluntary basis, or through bilateral 

agreements between local authorities and collective schemes. The same apply to the WEEE 

from professional users. Costs of historical waste from professional sources either are under 

the responsibility of the producers (on one to one basis) or financed at the expense of a user.  

b) Producers are obliged to inform the users in the sale invoice that a supplement is being 

paid on the item being purchased in order to finance its processing as waste. This obligation 

may be maintained until 13 February 2011, except for equipment included in category 1 of 

Annex I, for which it may be extended to 13 February 2013. 

c) no answer 

 

Sweden 
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a) For products placed on the market before 12 August 2005, there is a collective financing 

arrangement based on producers' market share. For products placed on the market after 

13 August 2005, producers must provide a financial guarantee. 

b) Visible fees for historical waste from private households are not applied. 

c) Producers supplying electrical and electronic equipment by means of distance 

communication bear responsibility for the corresponding share of the waste in each country 

to which such equipment was supplied through distance communication. 

 

United Kingdom 

a) Producers are obliged to finance the costs of WEEE from private households that are 

deposited at a designated collection facility; or are returned but are not deposited at a 

designated collection facility. Producers discharge their obligations by joining a Producer 

Compliance Scheme. 

b) Applied on a voluntary basis. Evidence shows only lamp sector using a visible fee. 

c) A UK based producer selling to another member state via distance selling means, is 

required to register with the appropriate UK authority and supply specified data on demand 

regarding their activities. This information/data will be shared with other member states 

authorities if requested.  

 

 

Résumé: All respondents have confirmed to implement measures to ensure the financing in 

respect to WEEE according to the Articles 8 and 9 of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC. Given the 

different information details required, the answers shall be summarised per implementation issue 

concerned.  

a) With regard to general system of the financing agreements, the majority of Member States has 

introduced the requirements of the Directive concerning the obligations for the financing of 

different WEEE streams into national law. In France, producers are responsible for financing WEEE 

irrespective of the date, and professional producers can be exempted from financing obligations 

when specifically agreed with holders. Bulgaria has introduced a product tax in the case producers 

fail to fulfil their obligations. Majority of countries do not demand individual financial guarantee 

for the producers taking part in the collective scheme, with the exception of Germany.  

b) The vast majority of Member States reports that producers apply visible fees for historical 

household WEEE during transitional periods on a voluntary basis. A few Member States state that 

producers are obliged to do so during the transitional periods (France, Ireland, Poland and Spain). 

Sweden reports that the visible fees for historical household WEEE are not applied. 

c) Most Member States did not introduce special requirements for distant sellers. However, a 

series of Member States failed to provide information on requirements placed on distant sellers 

(Belgium (Wallonia), Malta, Romania and Spain). Austria lays down that the distant sellers have to 

comply with the financing and any other obligations of the purchaser’s resident state. Greece and 
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Ireland require that suppliers using distant communication means have to registered in the 

national registry of EEE producers.  

 

 

3.5.1 Experience with implementation of provisions under Article 8 and 9 

 

Austria states that in general, there were no significant problems with the implementation of the 

financing obligations. It should be considered whether there is still a need in future to have separate 

financing obligations for historical and new WEEE. The distance selling provision can be implemented 

meaningfully and in a manner satisfactory to all Member States only if they all adopt the appropriate 

implementing provisions. Furthermore, no bureaucratic and financial obstacles should be set up, in 

order to make it easier for foreign producers to comply. Austrian producers point out that in 

Germany there is no explicit obligation on German distance sellers to contribute to financing in 

Austria. 

 

Belgium (Brussels) expresses positive opinion on the visible fees, which are representing the real 

cost of management and recycling of the appliance. Negative: The (still growing) sale of EEE via 

internet causes problems with enforcing and monitoring the provisions of the Directive. 

 

Belgium (Flanders): Positive: the visible fee is reflecting now the real cost of management and 

recycling of the appliance. Negative: The (still growing) sale of EEE via internet causes problems with 

enforcing and monitoring the provisions of the Directive. Further, according to Article 9 (2), 

producers/importers of WEEE other than private households have the opportunity to evade all 

financial responsibility for the collection, treatment and recovery activities of the appliances put on 

the market. This article undermines all possible agreements between government and 

producers/importers of WEEE other than private households on financing for financing the costs of 

the management of the WEEE regenerated. 

 

Belgium (Wallonia) expresses positive attitude toward visible fees. These fees are decreasing; 

however, the authorities do not have sufficient information to check if the contribution paid can be 

potentially reduced.  

 

Bulgaria states as the producers and importers of EEE are responsible for financing the system for 

the separate collection, transport, temporary storage, pre-treatment, re-use, recycling, recovery and 

disposal of WEEE, they thus seek to further develop their production systems to be able to reduce 

expenditure on the treatment of WEEE. 
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Cyprus reports on an Advisory Committee that approves the operation of an individual or a collective 

scheme, where fees proposed are also approved. This is considered to be a positive way of 

controlling fees to be adequate, covering the costs of environmentally sound way of treatment. 

 

Czech Republic: Positive experience: consumer who sees by supplying the product that the visible 

part of price is intended for WEEE management requires information and service- take back of WEEE 

free of charge. Negative experience: difficulties in billing for some large retailers. There would be 

possible administrative burden for wholesalers and retailers to ensure both possibilities (if there are 

both suppliers, who use visible fee and suppliers, who do not do it). 

 

Denmark is of the opinion that the most appropriate and effective approach would be to maintain 

the existing system for the delivery of WEEE from private households to municipal collection points. 

This means that the producers, including the collective schemes, assume responsibility for and the 

financing of the further management of waste from the municipal collection point. This utilises the 

existing municipal infrastructure for waste collection. The Environmental Protection Agency does not 

have separate information about B2B agreements on financing the management of WEEE from users 

other than private households. 

 

Estonia: Up to now, none of Estonian insurance companies offers recycling insurance. A lot of 

producers of non-household EEE voluntarily collected, recycled and covered the costs of the 

historical waste aroused from non-household EEE (the same type they placed to the market) in the 

period they were exempted for this obligation (until 13.08.2007). Distributors and retailers do not 

show visible fee to the customers (it means they do not use this possibility given by law). Only few 

producers are using the possibility to show visible fee for distributors. 

 

Finland states that there are no negative experiences other than distance selling. Lack of EU-wide 

information exchange related to distance selling makes the implementing difficult for that sector and 

there are no rules of compliance for distance sellers either.  

 

France suggests that almost all the producers of household appliances fulfilled their obligations 

under the WEEE. The information on professional equipment is more difficult to establish as some 

professional equipment on the market after 13 August 2005 have now reached the end of life. 

Positive experience regarding the establishment of the visible fee for historical WEEE is expresses 

because it enabled environmental awareness by consumers of issues related to the management of 

WEEE and have been an incentive for producers who quickly join the scheme. Visible fees for 

household WEEE are complex and has caused administrative burden for producers and distributors. 

The necessary modification of the computer systems for accounting and invoicing has been complex 

and costly, in particular for the smallest enterprises. As the provision relating to the visible fee is only 

applicable to household EEE, the debate arose concerning the sometimes subtle distinction between 

household or professional status of some items of EEE. 
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Germany states that providing guarantee documents and a trustee agreement is a particular effort 

for small and medium-sized undertakings, and to assist them comprehensive information has been 

posted on the EAR website. The collective guarantee certificates (e.g. participation in a fund) bring 

less burden as the warranty provider prepares all formalities for the producer (in advance). 

 

Greece reports on an increased number of producers participating in the collective schemes. 

Negative experience is expresses in relation to financial engagement of distant sellers. As far as it 

concerns distance sales from other Member States, there is no mechanism to monitor the imported 

products in the country. On the other hand, although products sold by means of distance 

communication from third countries are controlled in the customs, the custom formalities are 

implemented by the user. 

 

Hungary reports on problems with distant sellers. From a legal point of view, it is solved but in 

practice, it is unenforceable, as it has been highlighted on EU workshops. 

 

Ireland states that producers have increased the prices for their products by an amount equivalent of 

the environmental management costs (EMC) or adding EMC to the price. Distributors sought to 

justify this by claiming that the EMC was a Government Tax. No action could be taken if the price was 

increased by an amount equivalent of the EMC as long as the full price was displayed and/or quoted. 

The requirement on producers to transfer EMC into the Producer Recycler Funds ensured the 

financial stability of their collection and recycling/recovery schemes. The display of EMCs has had a 

positive effective on consumer awareness. A number of distance sellers selling via internet were 

found not to be complying with either their distributor and/or producer obligations. Internet sellers 

have valid concerns regarding the duplication of financial obligations on account of goods originally 

being placed on the market in one member state, and subsequently placed on the market in another. 

It is, however, up to producers to have clearing mechanisms to avoid such duplication.  

 

Italy recalls the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

Latvia states to have applied the system of natural resources taxation to the funding of WEEE 

management, the system in question are having been operational in the country for more than 10 

years, and it has proved effective for funding the management of many flows of refuse. As regards 

the Article in question, the Latvian authorities think that its requirements are complex, its 

implementation placing too great an administrative burden on the Member States. 

 

Lithuania reports that the experience with implementing the requirements of Articles 8 and 9 of the 

Directive has shown that in practice there is no difference between the management of historical 

WEEE and the management of EEE placed on the market after 13 August 2005. 
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Luxembourg states as a positive experience that the market share of producers affiliated with the 

authorized body is estimated at more than 90%. As a negative experience it is reported that (few) 

free-riders do not participate in the funding system and problems associated with identification of 

distant sellers in other countries (teleshopping, mail order and Internet sales). Additionally, there are 

companies coming to Luxembourg occasionally to sell EEE (international fair, local fairs). 

 

Malta provided no answer.  

 

The Netherlands: Experience has shown that the removal contribution can have a number of 

undesirable effects. The most important of these is that considerable funds can come into being. 

Also, (voluntary) agreements have been reached with the collective producer organisations regarding 

how their annual reports are to be drawn up (including their publication), the extent of the funds and 

the spending of a surplus upon liquidation. 

 

Poland states that the distinction in the Directive between historical waste - i.e. equipment placed on 

the market before 13 August 2005 - and equipment placed on the market after that date is in 

practice impossible to apply. 

 

Portugal: The increase in the number of EEE producers registered in Portugal, including foreign 

companies who place equipment on the market by means of distance selling, may be regarded as a 

positive experience. On the other hand, there is a high level of compliance with the financial 

obligations by the producers belonging to management entities/registration entity, although with 

some delay in relation to the deadline. Despite the awareness-raising and supervision undertaken, 

the main negative aspect still takes the form of the existence of some non-compliant producers (free-

riders), mainly small businesses, creating situations of unfair competition. 

 

Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia did not provide an answer.  

 

Spain reports that financing is one of the most complicated issues in the Directive. Work is being 

done to improve the logistics systems for collecting WEEE. 

 

Sweden: In some cases, however, it is difficult to justify the requirement of a financial guarantee, 

given that at present no (recovery) fee is charged for certain types of equipment. No fee is charged 

for waste of relatively high value, as is the case e.g. for mobile phones. The producers struggle to 

understand the purpose of a financial guarantee or such small amounts that the administrative cost 

is many times higher. 

 

United Kingdom says that there is none experience to report about.  
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Résumé: Most Member States emphasize a high level of compliance with the WEEE financing 

requirements. A few respondents have expressed as a positive aspect the introduction of visible 

fees for historical household WEEE enabling increase of environmental awareness at the 

consumer’s side (Belgian Brussels, Flemish and Walloon regions, Czech Republic). France argued 

that although visible fees increase environmental awareness, they are too complex and cause 

administrative burden for producers and distributers due to necessary modifications in accounting 

and invoicing systems.  

In the majority of cases, the main problem concerned distant sellers particularly via internet sale 

and the lack of their compliance to the system as well as monitoring potential.  

Further, Austria, Lithuania and Poland states that the distinction between financial obligations for 

historical and new WEEE is in practice hard to apply. The Latvian authorities think that the 

requirements of articles in question are complex and theirs implementation is placing an 

administrative burden on the Member States. Estonia reports that none of Estonian insurance 

companies wants to ensure EEE producers.  

 

 

3.6 Measures to inform users on EEE and encourage their participation 

in WEEE management (Article 10) 

 

According to the Article 10 of WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC, Member States shall ensure the users of 

EEE in private households are give the necessary information about: 

a) the requirement not to dispose of WEEE as unsorted municipal waste and to collect such WEEE 

separately 

b) the return and collection systems available to them 

c) their role in contributing to reuse, recycling and other forms of recovery of WEEE 

d) the potential effects on the environment and human health as a result of the presence of 

hazardous substances in EEE 

e) the meaning of the symbol shown in Annex IV 

 

3.6.1 Actions and measures implemented 

 

Austrian producers must make information available in an appropriate form to the final consumers 

of electrical and electronic equipment for private households, for example in print media and via the 

Internet, which involves consulting all relevant local authorities and business circles. A working party 

has been set up for this purpose within the Austrian coordinating body. In 2009 a total of some EUR 

72 000 was spent on public relations measures in Austria. 
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Belgium (Brussels) states that the Recupel organizes information campaigns on a large scale to 

inform the citizens about sorting out WEEE and the existing facilities. Brussels authority approves 

each campaign. At each selling point is indicated how the final seller fulfils / complies with the 

concerned legislation and how the consumer can dispose of his end-of-use product. 

 

Belgium (Flanders) reports that the retailers are obliged to display the information on the product 

concerning adequate discarding. For this purpose, Recupel has special leaflets and posters that 

retailers can use to fulfil to their obligation to inform the customers. Recupel also organizes public 

awareness campaigns.  

 

Belgium (Wallonia) reports that the Recupel is obliged to inform and sensitize the consumers about 

the take-back obligation and the way they can participate. Each time Recupel wants to launch a 

communication campaign, the regional authorities must be consulted. These campaigns are done 

through the media: internet, newspapers, radio, television, magazines specialized in economy. The 

retailers have also a role in the information of the consumers. They have to post, in each point of 

sale, the way they fulfil their obligation regarding the take-back obligation of WEEE. Recupel has set 

up free leaflets and posters especially for retailers.  

 

Bulgaria reports on obligation placed on producers and importers to include in the instructions for 

the use for the appliances the information in Bulgarian language on the correct return/reuse/disposal 

of WEEE. Distributors of EEE and persons selling to end-users must display tables at points of sale 

containing information on the possibilities and method of take-back of household WEEE. Recovery 

organisations and persons placing EEE on the market and meeting their obligations individually are 

required to implement a plan to inform consumers and encourage them to play their part in the 

separate collection of WEEE, including information campaigns and the design of information material 

aimed at industry, households and educational establishments. 

 

Cyprus states that the information is passed to users via print and multi-media and through 

workshops, seminars and lectures.  

 

Czech Republic states that producers are obliged by the national law to provide information to the 

users. Furthermore, education and promotion is carried out by internet, press and direct local 

campaigns. Collective schemes provide education in schools, road-shows, competitions in collection 

in different cities, collection through zoos in association with another aims (help to gorillas by 

collection of mobile phones), alternative campaigns showing old discarded appliances or products 

form appliances (jewellery from WEEE scrap) and publish brochures and specialised magazines 

oriented on take ack. 
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Denmark states that the Environmental Protection Agency has drawn up a standard text, which 

producers can use when providing the requisite information to users in order to facilitate producers' 

obligation to inform users 

 

Estonia reports that information should be provided to users at points of sale at visible positions. 

Additionally, producer shall organize a national information campaign to provide the necessary 

information to the user concerning environmental issues and ban on disposal as unsorted household 

waste and call upon their participation. A national information campaign must be organized at least 

once a year through the press and multimedia. The producer shall set out the following information 

on EEE: 1) data identifying the producer; 2) a mark conforming to the standard EVS-EN 50419:2006 

for new EEE. Producers and collective schemes have to submit their public information plan the 

authorities and shall be monitored for compliance.  

 

Finland refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

France states that the collective bodies approved for household WEEE inform users through various 

media, in the form of posters, inserts the press, radio spots, television etc. In addition, municipalities 

who choose to set up a separate collection of household WEEE receive subsidies for their operations 

per current residents: 20 cents per capita in 2007, 15 cents in 2008 and 7.5 cents in 2009. Further, 

producers must affix to each EEE put on the market after 13 August 2005 the icon from Annex IV. 

This symbol should appear on the packaging, if more appropriate and on the warranty and operating 

instructions that accompany it.  

 

Germany states that local authorities are obliged by the law to provide the information. With 

Government support, extensive information material was developed for both local authorities and 

traders and was made available to them free of charge. Additionally, various information sessions 

were held for local authority employees along with free hotline, public campaigns etc. Individual 

businesses provided consumer information via their own brochures or posters and various producer 

associations ran their own publicity campaigns. 

 

Greece reports that the information provided to the users should cover: WEEE alternative 

management programmes, take-back/return systems, reuse/recycling/recovery information and the 

significance of the contribution of users. The proposed actions include at least elaboration of data 

bank accessible through internet, and printed material (posters, leaflets, etc), radio, TV and press 

campaigns and production of audiovisual material of specific target orientation. Both approved 

collective systems had described in detail their plan for the implementation of the above provisions, 

in the dossier for their approval from the Minister of Environment and have to report on it annually.  
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Hungary states to have obliged the producers to inform users about all provisions included in Article 

10 in the instructions for use, manuals, etc. For details, please see the Governmental Decree on 

WEEE section 13. It also comprises the marking obligation. 

 

Ireland states the obligation to add wheeled-bin symbol to all products. It is also a requirement to 

ensure that consumers when purchasing a new product are informed of necessary information 

contained in Article 10 of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC. Distributors are required to ensure that 

consumers when purchasing a new product are informed about the return and collection systems 

available to them. It is permissible to issue this information in the instructions for use and/or leaflets 

issued at the point of sale 

 

Italy refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006.  

 

Latvia refers to the information listed in the Article 10 of the Directive that needs to be provided to 

the users. In addition, labelling with the wheeled-bin symbol is also obligatory.  

 

Lithuania reports that the producers and importers of EEE need to inform users on necessary 

information (listed in Article 10 of the WEEE Directive). The information must be provided in the 

instructions for use or in a separate publication at the point of sale. In order to implement these 

requirements, the Administrative Infringements Code provides for administrative liability for failure 

to fulfil them. Labelling requirement apply to the new EEE. Licensed organisations of EEE producers 

and importers develop public education and information programmes and implement them. There is 

an obligation on natural and legal persons to separate household WEEE from municipal waste and to 

sort it. 

 

Luxembourg states to implement Article 10 of the Directive. Section 15 of the environmental 

agreement regulates the cooperation between the approved body, the Ministry of the Environment, 

the municipalities and municipal associations to educate households regarding the provisions of the 

Article 12 of the Grand Ducal.  

 

Malta states that users of EEE were informs and their participation was encouraged by providing the 

adequate infrastructure with civic amenity sites and through organisation of bulky refuse system 

whereby household waste such as refrigerators, washing machines and other similar items can be 

collected free of charge by appointment. 

 

The Netherlands reports that the users of WEEE are mainly informs through information campaigns, 

both in the form of advertisements in the daily, weekly and monthly press and through specific 

campaigns on radio and TV. These campaigns are run both by local authorities (municipalities) and by 

a number of producer organisations. 
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Poland: Persons placing household equipment on the market must affix information to the 

equipment, which principally corresponds to the requirements of the Article 10 of the Directive. In 

addition, a requirement has been placed on WEEE recovery organisations and persons placing 

equipment on the market to implement public education campaigns covering the use of mass media, 

leaflets, information brochures, posters and the organisation of competitions, conferences and 

initiatives of an informational and educational nature. 

 

Portugal states that the management entities have an essential role in raising awareness and 

informing all players in the lifecycle of EEE. They are obliged under their licence to spend at least 5% 

of their annual income on campaigns and various activities to raise awareness and inform citizens 

about the problems of WEEE and the importance of participating in the management of this waste, in 

order to ensure that the national targets are achieved. The Portuguese Environment Agency provides 

access for interested parties through portal, which makes all relevant information on the subject 

available. Other activities such as training, seminars, and workshops have been organised.  

 

Romania states that information and educational campaigns are run by governmental ministries and 

local public authorities. Starting in 2007, the Ministry of the Environment and Forestry launched a 

series of national WEEE collection drives known as the Marea debarasare (big clearout) including 

collection from homes on the appointed day. Under the PHARE programme, public awareness 

campaigns have been organised on waste management including information brochures, action plans 

for raising public awareness etc.  

 

Slovakia: This issue is addressed in Section 54b(1)(k) and Section 54c(4) of Act No. 409/2006 Coll. 

Producers of EEE are obliged to inform consumers about the requirement not to dispose WEEE 

together with unsorted municipal waste, but to hand it over at determined collection points (free of 

charge), about their duty to contribute to the re-use, material recovery or other manner of recycling 

WEEE, about potential impacts of WEEE on the environment and on human health as a consequence 

of contained hazardous substances, and about the meaning of the graphic symbol which electrical 

and electronic equipment is marked with. 

 

Slovenia states that the producers and importers have to inform users at their own expenses of the 

WEEE purpose and the objectives of the collection of waste equipment, its proper management, the 

opportunities to dispose of it free of cost and the benefits of its reuse and recycling. Users of 

household appliances have to informs at the point of sale. Producers and importers must also notify 

and inform all the distributors in the distribution chain, especially those delivering equipment to end 

users, of the ways in which waste equipment can be received from end users. 

 

Spain states that the information has to be provided to the users by meaning of a symbol, 

instructions for use or other documents accompanying the appliance. The framework agreements 

signed by collective schemes with autonomous environmental authorities include investment in 
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awareness-raising and information campaigns regarding WEEE management. In general, awareness-

raising and communication measures are being carried out very actively in autonomous communities 

through specific forums, advertising spots, training units for teaching institutions, workshops, touring 

exhibitions on buses, best practice guides, workshops on the legal obligations of distributors of EEE 

and communications on the management of WEEE addressed to municipal technicians.  

 

Sweden refers to the requirements listed in the Article 10 of the Directive.  

 

United Kingdom refers to awareness raising campaigns at a local level. Distributors supplying new 

EEE must display information to users on the requirements of the WEEE system and the collection 

and take back systems available to them giving details to the purchaser on their obligations stores 

collection and requirement on the store to the purchaser. 

 

Résumé: All respondents have reports to implement different measures to provide the information 

to the users of the household EEE about correct disposal, collection and return, their role in the 

contributing to reuse/recycling/recovery, potential impacts on the human health and the 

environment and presence of harmful substances. 

Generally, two major approaches can be distinguished on approaching to users: 

a) through public authorities or waste management facilities which organise different awareness 

raising campaigns using press and multimedia 

b) information directly provided to the users at the moment of sale via use manuals, declarations, 

brochures 

Member States are either combining these two approaches or applying them separately. 

 

 

3.6.2 Experience with implementation of provisions under Article 10 

 

Austria reports that due to public raising awareness events 9kg of WEEE was collected per inhabitant 

in 2009 

 

Belgium (Brussels) reports a positive attitude toward requirements to inform users individually 

about the possibility to return WEEE.  

 

Belgium (Flanders) states that the amount of separately collected WEEE that increased rapidly over 

the years indicates a successful informing of the public. 

 

Belgium (Wallonia) states that retailers do not always pass information to the consumer and often 

only inform them about the cost of the contribution paid to the Recupel system, and not on other 
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obligations like tack- back. However, the amount of WEEE collected is increasing over the years. For 

example, a campaign done in 2008 and 2009 caused an increase of 17% in the collection of small 

appliances. 

 

Bulgaria reports that publicity campaigns aimed at the public are helping to develop WEEE collection 

systems and contributing to the gradual increase in the amount of WEEE collected from households. 

It is stressed out that more publicity campaigns are needed to raise public awareness even further. 

 

Cyprus states a positive experience with reaction of the public on the information received on the 

WEEE management and their participation in this scheme. More intensive information campaigns are 

needed for the desirable results.  

 

Czech Republic does not provide an answer to this question.  

 

Denmark states that producers find it difficult to assess what information they should provide to 

users. This is why the Environmental Protection Agency has drawn up a standard text, which 

producers can use. In a national survey recently conducted, Denmark has evaluated the effect of the 

information provided. The results point to a high level of awareness regarding the importance of 

disposing correctly of WEEE.  

Estonia states that the public campaigns are generally organised by the collective schemes, 

municipalities and NGOs. Producers are not in favour of organising such campaigns due to associated 

costs. There is a lot of space for improvement.  

 

Finland refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

France states that a national survey is organised annually to assess overall impacts of information 

and communication on the developments in the WEEE sector. The results show that users are aware 

of the chain of collection and recycling of household WEEE and are aware of environmental issues 

related to the proper recycling of used equipment. The issues of the eco tax are understood by public 

as additional burden and not as a reflection of management costs of historical WEEE. Rural 

population has a better understanding of the WEEE, and urban population has poorer collection 

rates. The data from annual survey are used for improvements in the following years.  

 

Germany states that the involvement of municipalities in the waste related questions is considered 

beneficial. The topic of the WEEE reuse/recovery/recycling was in the press well received.  

 

Greece reports on involvement of press and multimedia in the WEEE related issues. Further, 

collective schemes have published relevant information for WEEE producers and consumers on their 

web sites. The Ministry of Environment has created a special website for recycling, in which there is 
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information on the legislative framework (European and national legislation), on the approved 

alternative management systems and information regarding their operation and progress.  

 

Hungary states that the labelling is well progressing and the instructions for use are containing 

necessary information. In some cases, there are public signs on return and collection systems for the 

users at the points of sale. 

 

Ireland states that a collection rate of over 9kg per inhabitant following implementation of the 

Directive is indicative of the benefits. This has been achieved through awareness raising as well as 

multiple take-back options such as at retailers, civic amenity recycling centres & compliance scheme 

WEEE collection ‘open-days’. 

 

Italy refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

Latvia says that there have been no negative experiences applying this provision. 

 

Lithuania reports that the first year of implementing these requirements has shown that people 

become more actively involved in sorting waste, including WEEE, if there are more convenient ways 

and means of collecting waste equipment and appropriate information is made available. 

 

Luxembourg states that the ministry and other competent authorities, municipalities and their 

associations should reach users through their structures in places and area of expertise.  

 

Malta did not provide an answer to this question.  

 

The Netherlands state to be aware of no experience concerning this issue. 

 

Poland reports to have observed a systematic increase in awareness among EEE users on the correct 

way to manage waste. 

 

Portugal states that the WEEE management entities are investing more each year in the raising 

awareness and informing various parties. The use of television has resulted in measurably better 

results in terms of collecting WEEE. Further, Portugal expresses difficulties in changing habits and 

behaviour of some group of EEE users. This could be addressed by increasing effects to educate 

younger population, in view of their role in conveying message to the elderly population.  

 

Romania states that the awareness-raising campaigns have increased the rate of WEEE collection 

from private households. 
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Slovakia provided no information on its experience. 

 

Slovenia states that informing end users is a key requirement for the successful operation of the 

system of separate collection. Experience shows that the prescribed information provision on the 

part of producers and importers is increasing proper management of WEEE on the part of end users. 

It is still not sufficient and as a result additional information campaigns are being carried out as an 

adjunct to the measures taken, and the Ministry is involved. In addition, these campaigns are directly 

encouraging changes in behaviour and the proper management of WEEE (competitions with prizes, 

opportunities for practical rewards when appliances are returned).  

 

Spain states that the public is beginning to be aware of WEEE values and responsibilities for proper 

management. It is planned to continue work in the areas of communication and awareness raising 

with greater involvement of the distribution chain. 

 

Sweden reports on annual surveys to assess the level of awareness among consumers regarding 

WEEE and recovery. The results point to a high level of awareness regarding the importance of 

disposing correctly of WEEE. The surveys also indicate that to maintain a high level of awareness, it is 

essential to provide information on a regular basis. Trade associations, collection schemes and 

producers regularly run information campaigns on the collection of batteries and waste electrical and 

electronic equipment. 

 

United Kingdom has none experiences to report 

 

Résumé: Most of respondents have provided information on their experiences in relation to 

implementation of provision under Article 10. Significant difficulties with implementation have not 

been reports.  

Majority of Member States have says that provisions on the side of producers/importers or 

different governmental structures (ministries, municipal authorities) to provide necessary 

information to the users have raised the value of WEEE among consumers as well as their 

environmental awareness. Additionally, resulting from such activities, the amounts of collected 

WEEE are increasing. A series of Member States have pointed out that is essential to continuously 

provide information to public in order to maintain high level of awareness and compliance with 

users’ responsibilities. France and Sweden have reports to perform annual surveys to assess the 

level of awareness among consumers.  

Belgium (Wallonia) says that the flow of information in sometime hampered regarding all 

necessary requirements and role of users in WEEE reuse/recycling/recovery. Estonia reports low 

participation of producers in information campaigns due to high costs and municipalities and NGOs 

mostly carry them out.  
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3.7 Information for treatment facilities (Article 11) 

3.7.1 Measures in place according to the Article 11 

 

According to the Article 11 of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC, in order to facilitate the reuse and 

the correct and environmentally sound treatment of WEEE, Member State shall take the necessary 

measures to ensure that producers provide reuse and treatments information for each type of new 

EEE they put on the market within one year after the equipment is put on the market. This 

information shall identify the different EEE components and materials, as well as location of 

dangerous substances and mixtures. Member States shall ensure that any producer of EEE put on 

the market after 13 August 2005 is clearly identifiable by a mark on appliance.  

 

Austria states that the manufacturers have to provide necessary information for reuse and 

treatment for each type of new electrical and electronic equipment. 

 

Belgium (Brussels) reports that Article 11 is transposed into national legislation and producers have 

to provide now information to second-hand shops and treatment and recycling facilities on re-use 

and treatment of new EEE within a year after bringing on the market. This information contains 

instructions on the different parts and components, and on where hazardous substances are located 

in the product. This information should be provided in book form or electronically. The WEEE-forum 

(= association of producers/importers on a European level) has taken initiatives in this matter. 

Another initiative of some producers is the creation of the database "Trade place", introduced in 

2008. This database is providing technical information, electric schemes, applied software and 

manuals of new equipment to the re-use and recycling companies. 

 

Belgium (Flanders) says that producers have to provide information to second-hand shops and 

treatment and recycling facilities on re-use and treatment of new EEE within a year after bringing on 

the market. This information contains instructions on the different parts and components, and on 

where hazardous substances are located in the product. This information should be provided in book 

form or electronically. In 2008 a database "Trade place" was introduced in 2008, providing technical 

information, electric schemes, applied software and manuals of new equipment to the re-use and 

recycling companies. 

 

Belgium (Wallonia) states that since 2009, the reuse centres were given access to the technical 

information assembled in the database "Trade place". They have asked to get this access for several 

years, but at first the producers didn't want to give it to them because they feared a loss of 

confidentiality about their products. 
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Bulgaria says that producers and importers of EEE must provide persons engaged in the collection, 

temporary storage, pre-treatment, recovery and disposal of WEEE with information on the different 

EEE components and materials as well as the location of hazardous substances and preparations in 

EEE in order to facilitate the re-use and correct and environmentally sound pre-treatment, recovery 

and disposal of WEEE, including maintenance and repair. The information is provided in the form of 

manuals, instructions, electronic media and online access within three months of the placing of the 

EEE concerned on the Bulgarian market. 

 

Cyprus reports that so far the information is not supplied to the treatment facilities. The Department 

of Environment will ask the required information by Article 11 to be provided to treatment facilities 

until the end of the first quarter of 2011. 

 

Czech Republic states that this obligation is delegated to collective systems, which discuss and 

coordinate this issue with other European systems (e.g. on WEEE forum). Article 11 of Directive 

2002/96 was implemented, after consulting stakeholders, by creating of list of hazardous substances 

and their location in EEE. Some collective schemes provide information on composition of product by 

Information sheets on internet in area appointed only for treatment facilities. 

 

Denmark states that at the time of registration, producers provide information on the management 

of their products. Producers provide information, e.g. on their web pages, about the environmental 

conditions applying to their products. However, the Environmental Protection Agency does not have 

a general overview of the media used by producers to provide the information. 

 

Estonia reports that producers shall make available to the facilities engaged in the treatment of 

WEEE all information related to the reuse and treatment of each new type of EEE that is placed to 

the market not later than one year after such equipment is placed to the market, indicating the 

components and materials of such equipment and specifying the location if dangerous substances 

and preparations contained therein. The producer will make this data accessible through a manual or 

paper or in electronic form (e.g. on a CD, DVD, web page). 

 

Finland refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

France says that the producers provide information to the treatment facilities relating to the 

treatment of each new type of EEE put on the market after 13 August 2005. They meet these 

obligations within a period of one year after marketing the equipment, electronically if necessary. 

The public authorities in particular assess the means used to meet these requirements when 

approving the individual systems put in place by the producers of household equipment, and when 

approving the bodies to which the producers of household equipment can also belong. As regards 

the labelling obligations, each item of electrical and electronic equipment put on the market after 13 
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August 2005 carries a label making it possible to identify its producer and to see that it has been put 

on the market after this date. 

 

Greece says that the producers have been asked by written notice to provide information about the 

different types of materials and components as well as the location of dangerous substances, if any, 

of each type of products each one puts on the Greek market, in conformity with article 12 of PD 

117/2004. 

 

Hungary says that this obligation for the producers was transposed into the national legislation. 

Please see the Governmental Decree on WEEE section 13 point (4). There were complains on that 

provision from neither sides. 

 

Ireland reports that producers (or a third party acting on their behalf) are required to ensure that 

within one year of placing any and each new type of EEE on the market, following information is 

provided to recovery facilities:  

 reuse and treatment information,  

 different electrical and electronic components,  

 materials, and  

 the location of dangerous substances and preparations,  

in each type of EEE placed on the market as far as it is needed by those recovery facilities. The 

information can be made available in the form of manuals or by means of electronic media, including 

CD-ROM or through online services. 

 

Italy refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

Latvia reports that within one year of a new EEE being placed on the market, its manufacturer must 

give the following information, electronically or in writing, to operators of facilities for the treatment, 

re-use, recycling and recovery of WEEE: 1. materials and substances in, and components of, electrical 

and electronic appliances; 2. the location of the dangerous chemical substances and products within 

the appliance. 

 

Lithuania says that measures to inform WEEE treatment facilities (waste management entities) have 

been taken. Producers and/or importers of EEE must notify WEEE management entities (and 

treatment facilities for this kind of waste) of the hazardous substances contained in the equipment 

and the risks posed to the environment and human health. This information must be provided in 

printed form and electronic form within one year following the date on which a new product is 

placed on the market 
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Luxembourg says that the producers provide, for each type of new EEE put on the market, within a 

period of one year after the marketing of equipment, information reuse and treatment as well as the 

information on the different components and materials in the EEE as well as the location of the 

dangerous substances and preparations. Producers of EEE put this information available to the 

centres of reuse and facilities for treatment and recycling in the form of manuals or by means of 

electronic media for example, CD-ROM or online services. Any producer of an electrical appliance or 

electronics put on the market after 13 August 2005 should be clearly identifiable through the 

labelling. Environmental agreements may specify the modalities of implementation. 

 

Malta states that facilities have been informed when national Waste Management (Electrical and 

Electronic Equipment) Regulations (LN63/07) were published. 

 

Netherlands reports that the information is supplied mainly through the specific sectoral 

organisations. 

 

Poland says that persons placing equipment on the market must draw up, within 12 months 

following the introduction of a new type of equipment, information for operators of treatment 

facilities and persons engaging in recycling activities on the re-use and treatment of waste 

equipment. The information, drawn up in written form or in electronic form on a data storage 

medium, should in particular: identify the component parts of the equipment which can be re-used; 

indicate the location in the equipment of the hazardous components, materials and parts specified in 

Annex 2 to the Act, which should be removed from the equipment. 

 

Portugal says that producers must provide the various WEEE operators with information on the re-

use and treatment of each new type of WEEE placed on the market, including to the extent necessary 

the various components and materials, as well as the location of any dangerous substances and 

preparations, within a period of one year from the date of placing it on the market, as also explained 

in the conditions of the licences awarded to the management entities. The procedure adopted by 

one of the management entities to meet this requirement involves asking EEE producers, when they 

join the collective scheme, to provide any specific information on the reuse and/or treatment of any 

EEE produced by them. The other management entity, by means of its statutory bodies known as 

'Branch assemblies' which bring together the companies associated with each category of EEE laid 

down in current legislation, is striving to be permanently up-to-date about the most recent 

developments in the industry. 

 

Romania states that the producers are required to provide reuse and treatment information for each 

type of new EEE placed on the market within one year of the equipment being placed on the market. 

This information shall include data on the different EEE components and materials, as well as the 

location of dangerous substances and preparations in EEE. EEE producers are required to make this 
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information available to reuse centres and treatment and recycling facilities in the form of manuals, 

which can be in paper or electronic form (e.g. on CD-ROM or online). 

 

Germany refers to national legislation.  

 

Spain says that producers are obliged to inform facilities, to the extent that they will make 

request, the appropriate information for the WEEE disassembly, that permits the identification of 

individual components and materials that are suitable for reuse and recycling, as well as 

the location of dangerous substances and preparations. Also for new types of EEE placed on the 

marker, information about how to achieve reuse, recovery and recycling targets have to be provided 

within one year of the equipment being placed on the market.  

 

Slovenia: Producers and importers shall inform the operator of the treatment centre of the reuse 

and treatment appropriate for each new type of equipment within a year of its being put on the 

market in order to ensure reuse and environmentally sound treatment of waste equipment as laid 

down in this Decree. At the request of the operator of the treatment centre, producers and 

importers shall ensure that the information provided includes particulars of the various components 

and materials forming part of the equipment and of the location of dangerous substances in it. 

Producers and importers shall provide information for the operator of the treatment centre in the 

form of manuals, via electronic media or by other means. 

 

Slovakia reports that EEE producers make available to processors the information needed for 

environmentally sound treatment of WEEE, especially data on dangerous substances, possibilities of 

re-use and recycling of WEEE, eventually way of its disposal. Such information shall be delivered for 

each category of new electrical and electronic equipment when placing it on the market and it shall 

be published mainly in the user manuals, on technical data medium or by means of electronic 

communication within one year since placing of electrical and electronic equipment on the market. 

Products have to be labelled with graphical symbol. If it is not possible to mark electrical and 

electronic equipment with the symbol due to the size or function of the product, the symbol shall be 

printed on the packaging, or on the instructions for use or on the warranty of the electrical and 

electronic equipment. 

 

Sweden informs that supervision in terms of implementation of Article 11 is the responsibility of the 

municipalities. In autumn 2006, the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency published guidelines 

for pre-processing and recovery facilities on its website, providing information on the facilities' 

responsibilities and the responsibilities of producers towards them. Producers have an obligation 

under Ordinance (SFS 2005:209) to label their products. This information is available on the 

homepage of the EE & Batteries Register and clearly sets out how products must be labelled to meet 

the requirements of the WEEE Directive. The Ordinance also requires producers to provide 

information on the components and materials used in the equipment. This must be done within one 
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year after the equipment was placed on the market and the information must be made available to 

facilities, which commercially manage WEEE. 

 

United Kingdom reports that the Regulation 17 requires producers to make available to treatment 

facilities, within a year of a product being made available, details of new the product components 

and potential dangerous substances dangerous substances.  

 

Résumé: All respondents with the exception of Cyprus have reports to oblige producers to provide 

reuse and treatment information to the WEEE treatment facilities within one year after the 

equipment is placed on the market.  

Majority of Member State says producers provide information in the form of manuals in paper or 

electronic form (e.g. CD, DVD, software, or online services). Information provided concern usually 

details of the various components and materials in the equipment and of the location of dangerous 

substances. Only a few Member States report on requirements for EEE labelling by producers in 

accordance with Article 11(2) (France, Luxembourg, and Slovakia).  
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3.7.2 Experience with implementation of provisions under Article 11 

 

Austria reports that the need for such information for the EEE already placed on the market is rather 

low, as the treatment plants already have sufficient experience with that kind of devices.  

 

Belgium (Brussels) states that the governments are hardly involved in the implementation, and 

therefore cannot evaluate this matter. 

 

Belgium (Flanders) states that the flow of information is slowed down and/or discouraged because 

of market related issues concerning competition and confidentiality of technical know-how. 

 

Belgium (Wallonia) states that the reuse centres are satisfied to have access to trade place as this 

enables improvements in repairing appliances properly. The treatment facilities do not have 

mentioned yet problems related to a lack of information from the producers about the composition 

of their products. 

 

Bulgaria informs that the passing on the information on the different components and materials in 

EEE and the locations of hazardous substances and preparations in EEE from the producers and 

importers to the WEEE treatment facilities makes an essential contribution to the environmentally 

sound treatment of WEEE. 

 

Cyprus states not to have sufficient information on this matter, however presumes that informing 

treatment facilities will enforce environmentally sound treatment of WEEE. Additionally, it was states 

that due to huge variety of EEE, the great effort is needed to gather such information, which might 

create more bureaucracy and additional management burden for the systems. 

 

Czech Republic did not provide an answer.  

 

Denmark concerns marking requirements according to Article 11(2) as problematic. If the EEE is 

imported from a third country outside the EU to an EU importer with producer responsibility, the 

equipment must be marked so that the EU importer can be clearly identified. This means that in the 

case of equipment imported and in parallel transported between several EU countries, where the EU 

importer with producer responsibility does not have the same name or logo as the original producer, 

the same equipment must be re-marked by the EU importer. That means that the packaging will have 

to be broken in order to apply the marking required. However, it is unacceptable for the importer, 

with regard to the subsequent sale of the equipment.  
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Estonia reports no negative experience with providing the information for treatment facilities and 

using identification mark on appliances placed to the market from13.08.2005. In most of cases, it is 

done via Internet. 

 

Finland refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

France says that to date, no major difficulty has appeared in the implementation of the provisions of 

this article. In particular, professional federations representing the WEEE treatment companies have 

not reports lack in this area. 

 

Germany states that there are no negative experiences correlated to the implementation of the 

corresponding article.  

 

Greece says that since Greek producers are mainly importers of finished products and components 

and assemblers of appliances, the compliance with this provision depends very much on the 

feedback from the manufactures abroad. 

 

Hungary says to have consulted treatment facilities and the producers’ responsibility organizations 

regarding this article. The producers are ready to provide the required information by this Article but 

the treatment facilities do not need it (at least so far). There was also a suggestion that this 

information should be provided on EU level, by a common data-bank. 

 

Ireland reports that the material and substance recovery rates achieved (in excess of 80%), indicate 

that sufficient information is being supplied by producers. 

 

Italy refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

Latvia reports no difficulties in respect to this Article.  

 

Lithuania says that the implementation of this requirement is well proceeding and did not received 

any complains from WEEE management entities regarding failure to provide information. 

 

Luxembourg: positive experience: no agreements have been signed in this area, as the need has not 

arisen. Producers may supply information at the request of treatment plants. Negative experience: 

nothing to report.  

 

Malta did not provide an answer.  
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The Netherlands state not to be aware of experiences in connection with the Article 11.  

 

Poland says that they have not received any comments regarding these provisions. 

 

Portugal says that the computers are preferable mean of providing the information to WEEE 

treatment facilities, as a quick and effective instrument. The main difficulty relates to the fact that 

the majority of national 'producers' are importers and not manufacturers, and they have no 

involvement in the design phase of the product, which limits the transmission of relevant 

information to the treatment and recovery operators. The important role of management entities in 

European organisations such as the WEEE Forum is underlined.  

 

Romania says that no problems have been noted with the implementation of this article.  

 

Slovakia states none experiences related to this article. 

 

Slovenia did not provide an answer. 

 

Spain says that the information provided by the authorities of the autonomous communities 

indicates that the producers (except for the association Ambilamp for cases of category 5 WEEE) do 

not tend to provide information referring to new EEE put on the market and the components that it 

includes.  

 

Sweden informs that no processing facilities have expresses their views on the information provided 

by producers on the components and dismantling of equipment.  

 

The United Kingdom says not to have experiences to report.  

 

Résumé: Majority of respondents have either states that they did not encounter significant 

difficulties with the implementation of requirements in accordance with Article 11 of the WEEE 

Directive 2002/96/EC or that they do not have sufficient information on this matter.  

Some countries reports that this kind of information is dispensable, as the WEEE 

treatment/recycling facilities already pose sufficient experience and information (e.g. Austria, 

Hungary).  

Some difficulties have been reports regarding a flow of the information due to issues of 

competition and confidentiality of technical details (Belgium (Brussels)). Concerns have been 

expresses in relation to great effort to collect the information on huge variety of EEE, which might 

increase bureaucracy and additional management burden (Cyprus). Denmark have argued that 

marking requirements are problematic in the case when the producer of EEE is outside the EU and 



ENV.G.4/FRA/2007/0066 94 

 

 

Final Implementation Report for the Directive 2002/96/EC  
on Waste Electric and Electronic Equipment (WEEE Directive) 
Preparation of implementation reports on waste legislation, including the Waste Shipment Regulation  
 

ESWI 

the marking should be put on the equipment by the EU importer. In this case, the packaging has to 

be broken and appliance correctly marked. 

 

 

3.8 Inspection and monitoring systems applied in the Member States to 

verify the proper implementation of the WEEE Directive 

(Article 16)  

 

Austria states that a supervisory role for compliance with the commitments of the Directive is placed 

on the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management, rooted in Waste 

Industry Act (AWG) 2002. Since then, every year, numerous companies (manufacturers, importers) 

are subject to external technical and financial audits. Furthermore, there is a control of the 

manufacturers and importers through the collection and recovery systems 

 

Belgium (Brussels) reports on performing inspections on detection of free-riders /controlling the 

storage of WEEE / controlling and waste operators (storage, transport, treatment). 

 

Belgium (Flanders) states that two ways of inspection and monitoring exist, which have been proven 

to be necessary: a) upward inspection and monitoring - producers are detected through field controls 

of the accounting of points of sale; moreover the storage of WEEE is inspected there and a lot of 

awareness raising is done while inspecting; b) downward inspection and monitoring - waste 

collectors and processors are being inspected (storage, transport, treatment).  

 

Belgium (Wallonia) states that the annual reports performed by Recupel for the regional authorities 

enables checking if the collection/recycling targets have been achieved. We can also check if the 

treatment applied to the WEEE is in accordance with the Directive and the Walloon decree of April 

25th, 2002. Further, Recupel and the regional authorities have a meeting on the results of 

collection/recycling and to discuss potential problems. Due to a lack of personnel in the Walloon 

Waste Agency, the inspections on the ground have begun in end December 2009. Controls will be 

increased because of some additional staff. . 

 

Bulgaria states to monitor the implementation of the recovery organisations’ programmes by 

following: a) correct calculation and timely payment of the product tax by taxable persons; b) 

implementation of programmes by persons meeting their obligations individually and fulfilment of 

their obligations under the Regulation; c) compliance with the conditions set out in documents 

issued under the ZUO for activities involving WEEE and waste from WEEE; d) the mayors of 

municipalities, in terms of meeting their obligations under the Regulation. Further other WEEE 

recovery organisations and persons placing EEE on the market and meeting their obligations 

individually submit annually an audit report drawn by independent certification body.  



ENV.G.4/FRA/2007/0066 95 

 

 

Final Implementation Report for the Directive 2002/96/EC  
on Waste Electric and Electronic Equipment (WEEE Directive) 
Preparation of implementation reports on waste legislation, including the Waste Shipment Regulation  
 

ESWI 

 

Cyprus monitors if all WEE dealers (collectors, treatment facilities and exporters) are permitted 

according to the Solid and Hazardous Wastes Laws of 2002 to 2009. In their permits, they have to 

ensure that to manage WEEE in an environmentally sound way. Further, it is checked if all individual 

and collective schemes are approved and are ensuring to obtain all required information from 

producers and treatment facilities, cooperate with permitted WEEE dealers, inform users and use 

external audits. Inspectors are checking on compliance of producers and fines are foreseen for not 

fulfilment as well as on correct operation of treatment facilities. Additionally, WEEE exported abroad 

for treatment is checked and special attention is given to used EEE exported for reuse to third 

countries.  

 

In the Czech Republic, the responsible state body for inspection and monitoring of waste 

management including WEEE is the Environmental Inspectorate (CEI). In 2009, CEI performed 66 

inspections concerning WEEE (in 2008 86 inspections) and 8 administrative procedures on the 

imposition of fines were initiated. The inspections were focused on duties of retailers of EEE (33 

inspections by retailers, 21 inspections by producers). Inspections of WEEE processors were sporadic 

(five treatment facilities), these subjects were in focus of CEI in previous years. The total amount of 

fees that entered into force 2009 was CZK 95,000. 

 

Denmark reports to perform inspections on detection of free riders, inspections on verifying data on 

marketed quantities of EEE and controlling the waste operators (storage, transport, treatment). 

 

Estonia states that Environmental Inspectorate shall supervise all companies, which treat hazardous 

waste at least once, a year and other waste permit holders regularly. Inspectorate has to control also 

at least once a year all collective schemes. Additionally, inspectors have to control producers and 

waste handlers when someone has complained. Beside Environmental Inspectorate has the right to 

supervise and conduct extra-judicial proceedings of Police prefectures and local government 

environmental protection inspectors. The penalties are up to 500 000 EEK (from July 2010). 

Finland refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

France reports that producers are monitored on the collection and processing of WEEE by ADEME, 

which maintains and operates a national register of producers of EEE. Purchasers of professional EEE 

can ask their supplier to provide them with documents establishing that producers meet all 

obligations. Custom services are also supervising producers. Additionally, economic and financial 

council shall be designed in 2010 to control producers’ obligations. Downstream sector is monitored 

for compliance with the rules and display advertising to consumers, consumer safety, competition 

between economic operators, whether the relationship between producers and distributors etc. 

Further, the control is performed on WEEE treatment facilities on environmental issues. Additionally 

the shipment of WEEE is also checked by authorities.  
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Germany states that placing new equipment on the market without registration is an offence, which 

is prosecuted by the Federal Environment Agency. Prosecutions may occur when initial suspicions are 

reports by the EAR, by competitors or by other authorities carrying out market surveillance. In 

addition, competitors are permitted by law to act directly against non-registered producers under 

competition law, and a number of such cases have already been successfully brought. In line with the 

Federal principle, monitoring of treatment plants is a matter for the republics. 

 

Greece states that competent authorities check on the operation of the system, collection and 

treatment of WEEE. Regular inspection every three years of the approved systems check on 

compliance with article of 8 PD 117/04, the competent authorities controls the operation of the 

systems. Inspections are also carried out at the request of the system and the producers or at the 

discretion of the competent authorities. 

 

Hungary reports that all treatment facilities have to obtain a permit for treatment of WEEE from 

regional environmental inspectorates. During the permission process, the authorities have carried 

out inspections. On yearly basis, inspectorates carry out inspections to verify how treatment facilities 

are following the regulation. In case of producers’ responsibility obligations, the Hungarian 

competent authority is the National Inspectorate for Environment, Nature and Water. This body 

issues all the necessary permits, collects all the data and exercises control. If necessary, each of 

authorities can impose fines. 

 

Ireland says that the local authorities are responsible for enforcing the provisions dealing with 

distributor obligations. The EPA is responsible for enforcing the provisions dealing with producer 

obligations. Both local municipal authorities and the EPA are responsible for enforcing the provisions 

dealing mainly with matters relation to the storage and treatment of WEEE. A WEEE Enforcement 

Group has developed template for inspection reporting and guidance for local authority enforcement 

officers on the legal basis for local authorities to take enforcement action, retailer registration and 

other main provisions. There have been seven prosecutions for non-compliance with the WEEE 

Regulations to date.  

 

Italy refers to the information provided in the previous reporting period 2004-2006. 

 

In Latvia, inspectors from the Regional Environmental Board of the State Environmental Service carry 

out regular inspections of WEEE treatment and recycling facilities (283 inspections in 2007; 367 

inspections in 2008; and 970 inspections in 2009). 

 

In Lithuania, eight regional environment departments monitor compliance with WEEE management 

obligations under law. These bodies monitor and register producers, importers and distributors of 

EEE and monitor fulfilment of their EEE-related targets and other obligations. Further, monitoring of 

waste management undertakings involves checking the undertakings’ compliance with the 
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requirements for keeping waste records and submitting reports on those records. Penalties are 

imposed on producers, importers and distributors of EEE and on WEEE management undertakings, 

failing to comply. Those departments and municipalities hold meetings on current problems. The 

municipalities draw up and implement plans to remedy the deficiencies identified. The Ministry of 

the Environment monitors the activities of licensed organisation of producers and importers.  

 

Luxembourg implements registration of producers as a monitoring activity. Companies that have 

joined the collective system in place must prove that they are a member of the collective system. 

Companies that set up an individual system must demonstrate that the system complies with the 

legislation in question. Further, annual reports need to be submitted to the environmental authority. 

Additionally, controls are in place in collaboration with the Customs and Excise. Between 2007 and 

2009, around 40 companies were inspected each year. 

 

Malta states that the Environment and Planning Authority has a registration process in place, for 

which compliance auditing should commence, and they need to recruit a number of compliance 

officers.  

 

The Netherlands refer to a Quality report WEEE 2007-2008, submitted in 13 September 2010. 

 

Poland states that the Provincial Environmental Protection Inspectorates carries out inspections at 

least once a year to assess the treatment facilities’ compliance with the requirements of the Act on 

waste electrical and electronic equipment. They also inspect other actors in the system. The Chief 

Inspector of Environmental Protection maintains a database of undertakings and organisations that 

recover waste electrical and electronic equipment, and this serves as a basis for monitoring 

compliance with the Directive. The Chief Inspector of Environmental Protection must draw up and 

submit to the Minister for the Environment an annual report on the operation of the WEEE 

management. 

 

Portugal: The supervision competences are shared between the Environment and Spatial Planning 

Inspectorate (IGOAT) and the Authority for Economic and Food Safety (ASAE). A Cooperation 

Agreement was signed on 31 March 2008, which lays down the following: 

IGAOT: Intervenes in industry and in the post-consumer phase, focussing on industrial 

establishments (manufacturers) and on waste management operators (collection/transport, 

storage, recovery and disposal of waste). 

ASAE: Intervenes in the pre-consumer phase, focussing on those responsible for placing 

products on the market, namely importers, distributors (wholesalers) and points of sale 

(retailers). 

During the three-year period 2007-2009, 120 inspection activities were carried out by IGAOT on 

waste management operators whose activity includes WEEE management. In 2009 IGOAT performed 



ENV.G.4/FRA/2007/0066 98 

 

 

Final Implementation Report for the Directive 2002/96/EC  
on Waste Electric and Electronic Equipment (WEEE Directive) 
Preparation of implementation reports on waste legislation, including the Waste Shipment Regulation  
 

ESWI 

six inspections on specialised WEEE recyclers, 37 on waste management establishments, 34 on WEEE 

reception centres of municipal systems, and three on EEE retailers. 

 

Romania reports that EPA manages the register of EEE producers and importers, drafts reports, and 

issues permits to economic operators for collecting and managing WEEE (through its regional 

structure). Further, National Environmental Guard checks that WEEE producers and economic 

operators comply with the legislation in force on WEEE management and imposes penalties. National 

Authority for Consumer Protection ensures that EEE placed on the market is labelled and also 

ensures that producers and/or distributors provide users with all the information required by the 

legislation and imposes penalties.  

 

Slovakia informs that national Environment Inspectorate (SEI) and Trade Inspection (STI) act as state 

surveillance authorities in waste management. They can impose penalties for non compliance. STI 

inspectors during performance of state surveillance have a right to take samples, requests 

documents, notify the producers on recognized imperfections, block transport or sale of equipment 

and its use, impose rejection of EEE.  

 

Slovenia reports that the basic inspection and monitoring system is based on documentation, which, 

in accordance with the legislation governing waste management, accompanies all consignments of 

waste, hence also WEEE. It also takes account of the periodic report from producers and importers of 

regarding EEE equipment put on the market (six-monthly report) and on WEEE management (annual 

report). Separate legal entities, which manage WEEE, also report to the EPA regarding quantities of 

WEEE collected and treated. The Slovenian Inspectorate for the Environment and Town and Country 

Planning monitors only compliance with the requirements regarding WEEE management. Informally, 

its subcontractors, who manage WEEE, are also inspected by the managers of collective WEEE 

management plans. The placing of EEE equipment on the market is supervised by the competent 

customs authority. 

 

Spain says that the following monitoring approaches are applied: identification of free riders, some 

audits of collective systems, certification for proper waste management, authorisation for treatment 

facilities with submitting of annual report monitored by autonomous communities. Additionally, in 

relation to exports, meeting are organised with custom services to arrange joint action with the 

environmental services of the relevant autonomous communities for monitoring and inspecting any 

type of export that may indicate non-compliance with waste shipment legislation.  

 

Sweden informs that the EPA exercises operational supervision with regard to electrical and 

electronic equipment. Responsibility for the local supervision of collection schemes and recovery falls 

to Sweden's municipalities. 
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The United Kingdom reports that Regulation 61 requires competent authorities to monitor the 

activities of producers and treatment facilities via collection of data, verification of information 

supplied via onsite visits, data returns and audit reports. 

 

Résumé: All Member States have reports on the establishment of the systems for monitoring and 

inspections for verification of the proper implementation of the WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC. 

In some Member States, only one administrative authority is responsible for monitoring (e.g. 

centralised approach). On the other hand, in others Member States monitoring is performed on 

different levels, and demands coordination activities between different state’ administrative 

bodies (e.g. regional and local implementation bodies, custom service).  

Some countries report on establishment of the registers for EEE producers and importers as a 

useful approach to control their legislative obligations (e.g. Romania, France, Luxembourg, Malta, 

and Lithuania). Respondents indicate that regular periodical reporting to the state authorities is 

often operational exercise of the supervision.  
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3.9 Quantities of WEEE collection, recovery and recycling rates 

3.9.1 Introduction  

The vast majority of Member States, which are obliged to provide data, have submitted information 

for the years 2007 and 2008. As data for 2009 was not yet available for all Member States, only data 

of 2007 and 2008 are evaluated. For Malta and Slovenia, no data was available throughout the 

reporting period; therefore, these Member States are not considered in the evaluation. With regard 

to the category “specific reuse/recycling and recovery rates” a number of Member States does not 

provide relevant data for 2007 and 2008, which is detailed below for every category for which 

reporting obligations were introduced. As all reporting Member States did not provide the relevant 

Annex to the questionnaire, data related to the target was extracted from EUROSTAT figures. 

 

To note that the following transitional periods have been laid down: 

 Slovenia has to achieve the targets set by Article 5(5) and Article 7(2) by 2007; 

 Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia, Romania, Bulgaria, Cyprus, 

Malta and Poland have to comply with the targets laid down in Article 5(5) and Article 7(2) 

by 2008. 

 

3.9.2 Quantities of WEEE collected  

According to Article 5(5) Member States shall ensure by 31 December 2006 at the latest a rate of 

separate collection of at least four kg on average per inhabitant per year of WEEE from private 

households. 

Transitional periods have been established for a number of Member States (see above). 

 

The total amount of WEEE collected from households in the EU-27 in 2007 was around 2 million 

tonnes. By 2008, this amount increased to about 2.7 million tonnes (see Table 1 in the Annex). 

 

The largest contributors in terms of tonnage in 2008 are Germany (642.3 kilo tonnes), the United 

Kingdom (421.3 kilo tonnes), Spain (286.2 kilo tonnes) and France (283.6 kilo tonnes). For the 

Member States that joined the EU in 2004, the largest contributors in terms of tonnage in 2008 are 

Hungary (44.9 kilo tonnes), the Czech Republic (44.6 kilo tonnes) and Poland (36.5 kilo tonnes). 

Romania and Bulgaria, which joined the EU in 2007, have reached 39.2 kilo tonnes (Bulgaria) and 18 

kilo tonnes (Romania) in 2008. 

 

With regard to the collection target per inhabitant, the EU average level is 5.2 kg in 2007 and slightly 

increased to 5.9 kg in 2008 (see Table 2 in the Annex).  
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In 2007, several Member States were able to achieve the 4 kg target, including Austria (7.4 kg/inh), 

Belgium (7.7 kg/inh), Denmark (17.8 kg/inh), Finland (8.8 kg/inh), Germany (6.3 kg/inh), Ireland (8.7 

kg/inh), Luxembourg (8.5 kg/inh), The Netherlands (5.8 kg/inh), Spain (6.1 kg/inh) and Sweden (15.1 

kg/inh). From the Member States with transitional periods, Estonia could already reach the collection 

target with 4.6 kg/inh in 2007. Several Member States did not achieve the target including France 

(2.5 kg/inh), Greece (2.6 kg/inh), Italy (2 kg/inh), Portugal (2.3 kg/inh) and the United Kingdom 

(3.0 kg/inh).  

 

In 2008, all Member States were obliged to achieve the collection target. The majority of Member 

States were able to reach the target including Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, 

Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Luxembourg, the 

Netherlands, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom. Another group of Member States was not 

able to reach the target, whereby some Member States reached already amounts above 3 kg/inh 

including Portugal (3.9 kg/inh), Slovakia (3.5 kg/inh) and Lithuania (3.4 kg/inh). Other Member 

States missed the targets with higher discrepancies (Cyprus: 2.9 kg/inh, Italy: 2.6 kg/inh, Latvia: 2.7 

kg/inh, Poland: 1 kg/inh and Romania 0.8 kg/inh). 

 

 

3.9.3 Category specific reuse/recycling and recovery rates 

Article 7(2) sets the following targets for  

(a) 80% recovery and 75% reuse and recycling of large household appliances and automatic 

dispensers;  

(b) 75% recovery and 65% reuse and recycling of IT and telecommunications equipment and 

consumer equipment; 

(c) 70% recovery and 50% reuse and recycling of small household appliances, lighting equipment, 

electrical and electronic tools (with the exception of large-scale stationary industrial tools), toys, 

leisure and sports equipment, and monitoring and control instruments; 

(d) 80% reuse and recycling of gas discharge lamps.  

The rates are indicated as a minimum to be achieved by average weight per appliance. 

Transitional periods have been established for a number of Member States (see above). 

 

The achievements of the Member States in 2007 and 2008 in terms of the category-specific 

reuse/recycling and recovery rates as listed above are shown in Table 3 of the Annex. For Cyprus, 

Italy, Malta and Slovenia no data were available for 2007 and 2008; for some other Member States, 

2007 and/or 2008 data were incomplete. 

 

In general, Member States were able to reach the targets set for reuse and recycling as well as for 

recovery. However, usually several Member States did not reach the targets for specific waste 
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streams. Several times the targets for some waste streams were missed only narrowly by few 

percentage points. All details are described below for each relevant waste stream.  

 

Reuse/recycling and recovery of large household appliances 

 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their targets for reuse and recycling (see Table 3 and Figure 1 in 

the Annex). In 2008, when the rate of 75% had to be achieved by all Member States, the vast 

majority of countries could reach the target except Lithuania (67.1%), Poland (43.4%) and the United 

Kingdom (39%). 

 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their recovery targets except Ireland (79%). In 2008, when the 

rate of 80% applied to all Member States, only Lithuania (78.4%), Poland (44.4%) and the United 

Kingdom (40%) missed the target. 

 

For Cyprus, Italy, Malta and Slovenia no data was available for 2007 and 2008.  

 

Reuse/recycling and recovery of automatic dispensers 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their targets of reuse and recycling except Belgium (0%), 

Denmark (16%) and Sweden (15%) (see Table 3 and Figure 2 in the Annex). In 2008, when the rate of 

75% had to be achieved by all Member States, the vast majority of reached the target except 

Belgium (64.2%) and Lithuania (65.3%). 

 

By 2007, the majority of Member States achieved their recovery targets. France (77.7%) and Ireland 

(77%) almost reached the targets while Belgium (0%), Denmark (18%) and Sweden (13%) showed 

larger discrepancies in achieving the rate. In 2008, when the rate of 80% applied for all Member 

States, only Belgium (65.3%), Lithuania (72.1%) and Portugal (78.3) did not reach the rate. 

 

For Bulgaria, Cyprus, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta and Slovenia no data was available for 2007 and 

2008. For Estonia no data were available for 2007.  

 

Reuse/recycling and recovery of IT and telecommunications equipment 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their targets of reuse and recycling. In 2008, when the rate of 

65% had to be achieved by all Member States, the vast majority of countries could reach the target 

except Lithuania (56.1%), Poland (38.7%) and Romania (64%). 

 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their recovery targets. In 2008, when the rate of 75% had to be 

achieved by all Member States, Estonia (74.4%), Lithuania (68.9%) and Poland (39.8%) missed the 

target. 
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For Cyprus, Italy, Malta and Slovenia no data was available for 2007 and 2008.  

 

Reuse/recycling and recovery of consumer equipment 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their targets of reuse and recycling (see Table 3 and Figure 4 in 

the Annex). In 2008, when the rate of 65% applied to all Member States, the vast majority of 

countries could reach the target except the Czech Republic (64.6%), Lithuania (54.1%) and Poland 

(63.0%). 

 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their recovery targets except Finland (74%). In 2008, when the 

rate of 75% had to be achieved by the vast majority of Member States; only Estonia (70.8%), 

Lithuania (66.2%) and Poland (64.5%) missed the target. 

 

For Bulgaria, Cyprus, Italy, Malta and Slovenia no data was available for 2007 and 2008.  

 

Reuse/recycling and recovery of small household appliances 

By 2007, all Member States reached their targets of reuse and recycling (see Table 3 and Figure 5 in 

the Annex). In 2008, when the rate of 50% applied to all Member States, again all countries were able 

to reach the target with the exemption of Poland reaching a rate of 47.2%. 

 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their recovery targets. In 2008, when the rate of 70% had to be 

achieved by all Member States, only Poland (49.3%) missed the target. 

 

For Cyprus, Italy, Malta and Slovenia no data was available for 2007 and 2008.  

 

Reuse/recycling and recovery of lighting equipment 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their targets of reuse and recycling and (see Table 3 and Figure 

6 in the Annex). In 2008, when the rate of 50% applied to all Member States, nearly all Member 

States were able to achieve the target except France (0%) and Poland (14.2%). 

 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their recovery targets. In 2008, when the rate of 70% had to be 

achieved by all Member States, only France (0%), Poland (15.1%) and Romania (63%) missed the 

target. 

 

For Bulgaria, Cyprus, Italy, Malta and Slovenia no data was available for 2007 and 2008. For France 

no data was available for 2007. 
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Reuse/recycling and recovery of electrical and electronic tools (with the exception of large-scale 
stationary industrial tools) 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their targets of reuse and recycling except Sweden (34%) (see 

Table 3 and Figure 7 in the Annex). In 2008, when the rate of 50% applied to all Member States, all 

countries were able to achieve the target except Poland (33.5%). 

 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their recovery targets except Spain (63.9%) and Sweden (33%). 

In 2008, when the rate of 70% had to be achieved by all Member States, only Estonia (68.6%) and 

Poland (38.3%) missed the target. 

 

For Bulgaria, Cyprus, Italy, Malta and Slovenia no data was available for 2007 and 2008.  

 

Reuse/recycling and recovery of toys, leisure and sports equipment 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their targets of reuse and recycling (see Table 3 and Figure 8 in 

the Annex). In 2008, when the rate of 50% had to be achieved by all Member States, the majority of 

Member States was able to achieve the target except Greece (43.2%), Lithuania (46.2%) and Poland 

(18.1%). 

 

By 2007, all Member States reached their recovery targets except Greece (53.5%) and Spain (62%). In 

2008, when the rate of 70% applied to all Member States, several Member States, which submitted 

data, missed the target, including Czech Republic (59.1%), Estonia (69.1%), Greece (43.2%), Lithuania 

(66%), Poland (21.9%), Romania (68%), Spain (58.9%) and the United Kingdom (68%).  

 

For Bulgaria, Cyprus, Italy, Malta and Slovenia no data was available for 2007 and 2008. For Estonia 

no data was available for 2007. 

 

Reuse/recycling and recovery of monitoring and control instruments 

By 2007, all Member States achieved their targets of reuse and recycling except Belgium (9.9%) (see 

Table 3 and Figure 9 in the Annex). In 2008, when the rate of 50% had to be achieved by all Member 

States, all countries were able to achieve the target except Estonia (49.8%) and Poland (23.4%). 

 

By 2007, all Member States reached their recovery targets except Belgium (10.3%) and Spain 

(61.2%). In 2008, when the rate of 70% applied to all Member States, three Member States missed 

the target, including Estonia (49.8%), Poland (26.5%) and Spain (60.7%). 

 

For Bulgaria, Cyprus, Italy, Malta and Slovenia no data was available for 2007 and 2008. For Estonia 

no data was available for 2007. 
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Reuse/recycling of gas discharge lamps 

By 2007, all Member States achieved the applicable target of reuse and recycling (see Table 3 and 

Figure 10 in the Annex). In 2008, when the rate of 80% had to be achieved by all Member States, the 

vast majority of Member States was able to achieve the target except Lithuania (0%), Poland (14.8%) 

and Romania (0%). 

 

For Cyprus, Italy, Latvia, Malta, Slovenia and Sweden relevant data was missing.  
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4 General conclusion on the implementation of the Directive 

4.1 General remark on quality of reporting 

In some cases, respondents tended to simply reflect on if the relevant measures have been 

transposed into national law, but did not provide the details on practical implementation or different 

aspects of implementation or comment if the measures have proven to be effective and efficient. 

Finland and Italy completed their national implementation reports by referring to reports submitted 

for the previous reporting period 2004-2006 or simply disregarded some questions. In particular 

regarding the questions related to the implementation of the Articles 5, 6, 7 and 8 and 9, where the 

format of the questionnaire included a several sub-aspects all related to the different issues, 

allocation of Member States’ answers is not always obvious.  

 

 

4.2 Implementation of the Directive and possible gaps 

Transposition into national law 

According to the information provided in the national implementation reports, it appears that the 

majority of Member States have transposed the requirements of the Directive into their national law.  

 

WEEE collection per inhabitant 

An improved rate of WEEE collection per inhabitant is reported in a vast majority of Member States 

from 2007 to 2008 (see chapter 3.9.2m Annex, Table 2). France, Greece, Italy, Portugal and the UK 

failed to fulfil the target of Article 5(5) in 2007. However, in 2008 France, Greece and UK were able to 

reach the targets. Another group of Member States was not able to reach the target in 2008 with 

lower (Portugal, Slovakia, and Lithuania) or higher discrepancies (Cyprus, Italy, Latvia Poland, and 

Romania). In addition, for Malta and Slovenia, no data was available during the reporting period.  

 

Reuse/recycling and recovery targets 

Regarding reuse/recycling and recovery rates in 2007 and 2008, the Member States were in general 

able to reach category specific targets (see chapter 3.9.3; Annex, Table 3). The rates reused/recycled 

and recovered generally showed increasing trends in 2008. However, several Member States did not 

reach the targets for specific waste streams, and the targets for some waste streams were missed by 

only several percentages (details in chapter 3.9.3). For Cyprus, Italy, Malta and Slovenia no data was 

available for 2007 and 2008. The data for collection as well as reuse/recycling/recovery of the year 

2009 was not made available for all Member States on the EUROSTAT database, therefore were not 

taken into account for this report summary. 
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Product design (Article 4)  

The majority of respondents has reported on the implementation of the measures related to support 

the product design, however, some Member States have informed not to have implemented the 

requirements of the Article 4 due to either other mechanisms, which support manufacturing of EEE 

suitable for recycling/reuse (Sweden) or due to lack of EEE production facilities (Cyprus), or simply 

did not adopt such measures (Italy, Greece, Belgium).  

 

Collection systems (Article 5) 

All Member States have reports on the establishment of WEEE collective systems. Generally, 

collective take-back systems are predominately used for collection of household WEEE in the 

Member States. Only in a few cases, individual return systems exist in addition to the collective ones.  

 

WEEE treatment (Article 6) 

The majority of Member States has reported to follow the requirements laid down in Annex II of the 

WEEE Directive 2002/96/EC. Only a few Member States laid down additional requirements beyond 

one of Annex II, which are mainly concerning certain kind of devices. In the case of Netherlands, it is 

not clear whether the national guidelines prescribe softer requirements. Further, Member States 

have reported to follow the requirements of the Annex III to the Directive, and are not going beyond 

these.  

 

Systems providing recovery of the WEEE (Article 7) 

All Member States confirmed to have implement measures to ensure environmentally sound-reuse, 

recovery and recycling of WEEE. The vast majority of Member States expresses positive experience 

with these provisions, which have generally led to the overall increase of the amounts of 

recovered/recycled WEEE and improvement in WEEE management.  

 

Development of new technologies (Article 7(5)) – BAT 

Several Member States informed to have difficulties to identify and apply BAT in the field of WEEE 

recycling/recovery; WEEE recycling installations are not included in the Annex I to IPPC Directive 

2008/1/EC. Sweden expresses a certain lack of incentives toward the development of new recovery, 

recycling and treatment technologies as producers pay fees to collective schemes according to the 

product type when placing them on the market and irrespective of actual recovery costs. Further, 

Greece highlighted that the lack of the reference to BAT imposes high costs for WEEE treatment.  

 

Financing instruments (Article 8 and 9) 

The vast majority of Member States has directly transposed copied the Directive’s requirements 

regarding the obligations for financing collection/treatment of different WEEE into national law. 

Majority of countries do not demand individual financial guarantees for the producers taking part in 

the collective schemes, with the exception of Germany. Majority of Member States reports that 
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producers apply visible fees for historical household WEEE during transitional periods on a voluntary 

basis. Only Sweden states that visible fees are not applied. A few Member States failed to report on 

the financial obligations of distant sellers. Further, in the majority of cases, the main problem 

regarding financial obligations concerned distant sellers particularly via internet sale and the lack of 

their compliance to the system. The financial engagement of distant sellers seems particularly 

problematic. 

 

Information to users (Article 10) and treatment facilities (Article 11); Inspection and monitoring 

systems in MS (Article 16) 

All respondents have reported to provide information to the users of the household EEE about 

correct disposal, collection and return and their contributing roles through either authorities and 

waste management facilities or directly approaching them. Further, all Member States informed 

about the establishment of monitoring and inspection systems.  
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5 Annex 

 

Table 1: Total amount of collected WEEE from households in 2007 and 2008 (in kt) 

Member State 2007 2008 

Austria 62.6 73.2 

Belgium 81.1 86.9 

Bulgaria 21.2 39.2 

Cyprus 2.4 2.3 

Czech Republic 32 44.6 

Denmark 96.9 76.1 

Estonia 6.2 5.9 

Finland 46.3 52 

France 159.1 283.6 

Germany  517.5 642.3 

Greece 28.7 44.3 

Hungary 35.6 44.9 

Ireland 37.6 39.7 

Italy 116.2 156.6 

Latvia 6.1 6.1 

Lithuania 11.3 11.3 

Luxembourg 4.1 4.2 

Malta : : 

Netherlands 95.7 100.6 

Poland 10.3 36.5 

Portugal 24.7 41.2 

Romania 3.4 18 

Slovakia 14.3 19.1 

Slovenia : : 

Spain 269.8 286.2 

Sweden 137.5 136 

United Kingdom 184.5 421.3 

EU-27 2005.1 2672.1 

: no data available 
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Table 2: WEEE collected per inhabitant in 2007 and 2008 (in kg) 

 

Member State 2007 2008 

Austria 7.4 8.8 

Belgium 7.7 8.2 

Bulgaria 2.8 5.1 

Cyprus 3.1 2.9 

Czech Republic 3.1 4.3 

Denmark 17.8 13.9 

Estonia 4.6 4.4 

Finland 8.8 9.8 

France 2.5 4.4 

Germany 6.3 7.8 

Greece 2.6 4.0 

Hungary 3.5 4.5 

Ireland 8.7 9.0 

Italy 2.0 2.6 

Latvia 2.7 2.7 

Lithuania 3.3 3.4 

Luxembourg 8.5 8.6 

Malta : : 

Netherlands 5.8 6.1 

Poland 0.3 1.0 

Portugal 2.3 3.9 

Romania 0.2 0.8 

Slovakia 2.7 3.5 

Slovenia : : 

Spain 6.1 6.3 

Sweden 15.1 14.8 

United Kingdom 3.0 6.9 

EU-27 5.2 5.9 
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Table 3: Rate of reuse/recycling and rate of recovery by electronic waste stream 

 

Large household appliances Automatic dispensers 

Rate of reuse 
and recycling 

Rate of 
recovery 

Rate of reuse 
and recycling 

Rate of 
recovery 

Member State 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 

Austria 83 84 88 89 86 75 91 93 

Belgium 80,01 78,27 86,27 85,09 0 64,21 0 65,28 

Bulgaria 76,99 81,38 77,06 81,38 : : : : 

Cyprus : : : : : : : : 

Czech Republic 73,5 92,5 73,6 93,4 88,3 84,3 88,3 91,3 

Denmark 82 76 87 86 16 84 18 89 

Estonia 82,72 91,16 82,72 91,16 : 86,82 : 86,82 

Finland 86 84 91 89 91 92 91 92 

France 86,7 82,2 94,9 87,8 76,3 87,3 77,7 97,7 

Germany 85 85 94 94 88 92 96 96 

Greece 82,45 80,99 82,45 80,99 98,26 92,8 98,26 92,8 

Hungary 82,2 84,4 82,9 85,9 100 99,1 100,1 99,1 

Ireland 79 82 79 82 77 80 77 80 

Italy : : : : : : : : 

Latvia 80 83 80 83 78 82 78 82 

Lithuania 67,3 67,1 74,5 78,4 49,7 65,3 53,5 72,1 

Luxembourg 90,27 86,57 92,58 89,39 : : : : 

Malta : : : : : : : : 

Netherlands 78 81 89 89 78 85 87 89 

Poland 46,47 43,44 53,29 44,36 5,62 169,98 5,77 170,03 

Portugal 90,74 79,95 91,94 81,17 95,6 78,12 96 78,32 

Romania 59 75 75 84 59 87 78 89 

Slovakia 84,65 86,52 85,33 87,14 88,83 86,64 89,54 87,16 

Slovenia : : : : : : : : 

Spain 79 81 94,1 96,8 76 76 88,3 93,1 

Sweden 87 86 92 92 15 86 13 82 

United Kingdom 79 39 80 40 87 79 87 87 
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IT and telecommunications 
equipment 

Consumer equipment 

Rate of reuse 
and recycling 

Rate of 
recovery 

Rate of reuse 
and recycling 

Rate of 
recovery 

Member State 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 

Austria 76 77 88 89 77 81 88 92 

Belgium 79,8 76,29 82,58 80,66 81,87 78,9 84,25 84,05 

Bulgaria 52,9 74,01 56,81 76,95 : : : : 

Cyprus : : : : : : : : 

Czech Republic 68,6 75,6 86,9 79,9 66 64,6 72,2 75 

Denmark 83 84 93 92 83 90 91 93 

Estonia 88,15 74,44 88,15 74,44 82,69 70,83 82,69 70,83 

Finland 72 84 76 89 70 78 74 79 

France 81,8 79,9 86,9 84,8 89,8 84,9 92,8 87,9 

Germany 81 82 95 95 81 80 95 94 

Greece 95,19 93,82 95,19 93,82 82,13 82,19 82,13 82,19 

Hungary 74,8 82,6 79,5 85 71 76,2 77,7 79,7 

Ireland 88 77 88 86 90 81 90 86 

Italy : : : : : : : : 

Latvia 79 88 79 88 79 86 79 86 

Lithuania 55,9 56,1 66,8 68,9 58 54,1 66,3 66,2 

Luxembourg 76,68 72,04 82,89 78,16 86,89 84,21 94,78 91,92 

Malta : : : : : : : : 

Netherlands 79 82 97 97 82 83 90 90 

Poland 58,11 38,68 65,01 39,82 41,81 63,03 46,22 64,53 

Portugal 95,94 90,28 96,17 90,52 97,47 93,76 97,47 94,14 

Romania 54 64 73 77 49 67 72 88 

Slovakia 83,93 86,47 86,31 89 68,41 84,27 70,96 85,88 

Slovenia : : : : : : : : 

Spain 75 65 79,9 76,4 85 83 91,4 84,5 

Sweden 76 86 83 93 80 82 95 95 

United Kingdom 73 76 77 78 82 75 86 77 
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Small household appliances Lighting equipment 

Rate of reuse 
and recycling 

Rate of 
recovery 

Rate of reuse 
and recycling 

Rate of 
recovery 

Member State 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 

Austria 73 73 87 85 73 72 87 85 

Belgium 75,95 70,48 79,27 73,53 75,95 70,47 79,28 73,48 

Bulgaria 59,9 75,22 60,36 75,22 : : : : 

Cyprus : : : : : : : : 

Czech Republic 63,4 82,3 65,4 89,3 78,4 82,7 78,4 83,1 

Denmark 84 84 93 89 85 82 85 85 

Estonia 68,58 74,03 68,58 74,03 73,03 75 73,03 75 

Finland 68 77 72 78 84 79 86 80 

France 74,7 71,4 79,3 76,7 : 0 : 0 

Germany 73 73 94 92 80 75 93 96 

Greece 81,69 81,26 81,69 81,26 89,49 84,03 89,49 84,03 

Hungary 71,5 83,4 73,6 83,8 74,1 82,9 76 82,9 

Ireland 87 72 87 85 74 74 74 74 

Italy : : : : : : : : 

Latvia 73 81 73 81 75 80 75 80 

Lithuania 64,3 63,4 74,2 74,4 56,9 54,8 64,3 71,1 

Luxembourg 79,22 71,77 84,87 76,95 89,68 83,54 91,25 85,61 

Malta : : : : : : : : 

Netherlands 75 72 82 84 91 90 93 92 

Poland 40,25 47,18 48,3 49,33 93,81 14,82 95,07 15,08 

Portugal 85,2 88,89 85,72 89,75 93,75 76,77 93,75 81,08 

Romania 44 51 71 76 27 56 32 63 

Slovakia 73,08 74,11 75,68 78,26 88,65 88,6 92,74 91,83 

Slovenia : : : : : : : : 

Spain 63 67 71,6 92,5 80 91,7 84 96,8 

Sweden 73 70 85 88 90 92 88 94 

United Kingdom 78 79 83 82 74 66 74 72 
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Electrical and electronic tools Toys, leisure and sports 
equipment 

Rate of reuse 
and recycling 

Rate of 
recovery 

Rate of reuse 
and recycling 

Rate of 
recovery 

Member State 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 

Austria 75 75 86 85 73 73 87 85 

Belgium 75,95 70,38 79,28 73,4 76,84 70,37 80,17 73,36 

Bulgaria : : : : : : : : 

Cyprus : : : : : : : : 

Czech Republic 72,9 78,3 80,3 88,6 72,3 56,8 75,9 59,1 

Denmark 83 84 93 89 83 84 93 89 

Estonia 72,18 68,57 72,18 68,57 : 69,14 : 69,14 

Finland 72 76 75 76 70 80 76 91 

France 70,3 72,1 77,1 77,2 70,5 71,5 76,9 76,7 

Germany 74 76 95 94 71 77 92 93 

Greece 99,22 96,3 99,22 96,3 53,46 43,2 53,46 43,2 

Hungary 81,9 88 81,9 88,2 94 92,4 94 92,5 

Ireland 87 72 87 85 87 72 87 85 

Italy : : : : : : : : 

Latvia 76 81 76 81 72 75 72 75 

Lithuania 65,7 63 75,5 76,5 48,6 46,2 66,4 66 

Luxembourg 79,22 71,77 84,87 76,95 78,18 71,77 83,76 76,95 

Malta : : : : : : : : 

Netherlands 75 72 82 84 75 72 82 84 

Poland 30,79 33,48 36,72 38,27 16,77 18,11 26,61 21,88 

Portugal 94,7 85,73 94,8 86,18 97,22 84,43 97,23 85,55 

Romania 53 64 73 75 37 60 65 68 

Slovakia 74,93 83,77 86,49 84,68 29,23 83,75 32,56 84,03 

Slovenia : : : : : : : : 

Spain 62 72,7 63,9 91,3 60 58 62 58,9 

Sweden 34 77 33 83 69 73 87 80 

United Kingdom 74 76 82 80 81 66 83 68 
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Monitoring and control 
instruments 

Gas discharge 
lamps 

Rate of reuse 
and recycling 

Rate of 
recovery 

Rate of reuse 
and recycling 

Member State 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 

Austria 74 74 87 86 92 92 

Belgium 9,9 70,7 10,34 74,64 96,42 95,22 

Bulgaria : : : : 63,99 83,8 

Cyprus : : : : : : 

Czech Republic 85,9 87,6 85,9 88 63,1 84,8 

Denmark 83 78 93 82 98 98 

Estonia : 49,8 : 49,8 83,16 101,72 

Finland 62 75 71 84 94 87 

France 76,4 72,3 78,7 75,8 91 91 

Germany 80 79 94 95 97 99 

Greece 97,7 92,35 97,7 92,35 87,27 94,26 

Hungary 100 86,8 102,5 87 83,2 83,3 

Ireland 87 72 87 85 94 93 

Italy : : : : : : 

Latvia 71 83 71 83 : : 

Lithuania 43,4 58,9 51,3 74,7 0 0 

Luxembourg 87,45 76,46 95,51 82,59 94 92,4 

Malta : : : : : : 

Netherlands 76 86 79 87 94 94 

Poland 14,53 23,37 20,27 26,45 93,5 14,82 

Portugal 95,1 83,45 95,5 85,97 100 100 

Romania 0 57 0 77 0 0 

Slovakia 66,18 90,44 67,28 90,71 88,98 87,79 

Slovenia : : : : : : 

Spain 60 60 61,2 60,7 90 90 

Sweden 59 76 81 85 : : 

United Kingdom 78 78 83 80 85 89 
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Figure 1: Reuse and recycling and recovery rates of large household appliances in 2008 (in %) 

 

 
 
 
Figure 2: Reuse and recycling and recovery rates of automatic dispensers in 2008 (in %) 
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Figure 3: Reuse and recycling and recovery rates of IT and telecommunications equipment in 2008 (in %) 

 

 
 
 
Figure 4: Reuse and recycling and recovery rates of consumer equipment in 2008 (in %) 
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Figure 5: Reuse and recycling and recovery rates of small household appliances in 2008 (in %) 

 
 
 
Figure 6: Reuse and recycling and recovery rates of lighting equipment in 2008 (in %) 
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Figure 7: Reuse and recycling and recovery rates of electrical and electronic tools in 2008 (in %) 

 
 
 
Figure 8: Reuse and recycling and recovery rates of toys, leisure and sports equipment in 2008 (in %) 
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Figure 9: Reuse and recycling and recovery rates of monitoring and control instruments in 2008 (in %) 

 
 
 
Figure 10: Reuse and recycling rates of gas discharge lamps in 2008 (in %) 
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